
    

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 
 
Thank you for your interest in Pines Next Generation Seed Grants for New Worshiping 
Communities! The funds for these grants were raised as part of a tithe when Pines Presbyterian 
Church was blessed with a successful Next Generation Capital Campaign two years ago. Our 
goal is to encourage new church development in the Presbytery of New Covenant.  
 
New worshiping communities (NWC) may apply for a one-time Seed Grant of up to $10,000.  
Matching funds by PC(USA) or other groups are not required but are encouraged. The process 
for applying for these grants is designed to follow the application to PC(USA) for seed grants 
and we hope that funding from Pines will be a positive factor in your securing these funds as 
well.   
 

Being the church in the 21st century requires faithful creativity, innovation and entrepreneurial 
leadership to reach new generations and populations.  These grants are designed to encourage 
the birth of new worshiping communities through congregations in the Presbytery of New 
Covenant rather than to fund the expansion or support of existing congregations or programs. 
 
In all cases, we know applicants have spent time in prayer, discernment and fact-finding 
regarding their call to address spiritual and/or physical needs of their communities and the 
resources necessary for your outreach. We honor your commitment.  
 
Our timeline is to open the application process in January, 2016. We will name the successful 
groups in April.  Three grants will be awarded in 2016 with an opportunity to apply for further 
funding in 2017 and 2018. Pines hopes to not only offer financial support, but also to meet with 
your group regularly for prayer and shared mutual activities.  
 
We thank you for the great work you are doing and we will lift all of you in prayer as you do the 
Lord’s work to which you have been called! 
 
Yours in Christ, 
Benevolence Committee of Pines Presbyterian Church 
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Pines Presbyterian Church, Benevolence Committee 
12751 Kimberley Lane, Houston, TX  77024-4097 
713-467-2234 
PINESPC.ORG 
Do we need to add any email address or contact name here    

 

PINES NEXT GENERATION SEED GRANTS FOR NEW WORSHIPING COMMUNITIES 

APPLICATION 
(LAST UPDATED JANUARY 2016) 

 
 

They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and prayer.  (Acts 2:42, NIV) 

 
         Date Prepared  
 

New Worshiping Community (NWC) Name        
    
Date Worshiping Community Began   
   
Worshiping Community Leader      
 
Address/City/State/Zip  
 
E-mail Address           Phone      
 
Web Site Address        
 
Partner Congregation     Phone 
(If Applicable) 
 
Address/City/State/Zip    PIN #  
 
Contact Person E-mail Address   
  
Someone Beyond Your Membership Who Could Offer Information About Your Ministry 
 
Contact Person E-mail Address   
 
Phone  
 
 
All new congregations begin as new worshiping communities but not all new worshiping communities will 

become congregations. This seed grant is intended to help you develop the direction in which your ministry 

will grow. 

Please answer the following questions in narrative form. (You may attach a separate sheet) 
 
1. Describe your New Worshipping Community. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. How does this ministry fit, or intend to fit, each part of the definition of a new worshiping community? 
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3. What is your other funding for your project? (Please attach a current income and expense budget) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

4. How would you use the Pines grant money to support and strengthen your ministry? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
5. How will you know if you are succeeding and how you will adapt if you are not? 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Note: Photos and/or videos are appreciated but not required. 
 
 
 

 

 

This proposal was reviewed and approved by the Benevolence Committee of Pines Presbyterian Church.   Those 
giving oversight or providing assistance should date and sign below.   
 
 
 
 
                                                                                        
 Date       Partner Congregation Designee  (If Applicable) 
 
 
                                                                                         
 Date       Pines Benevolence Designee 

 
 
                                                                                         
 Date       Pines Benevolence Designee 
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Guidelines & Application Instructions for New Worshiping Communities Grants 
 
These grants are intended to support operating/program purposes such as salary and benefits, insurance, rent, 
educational materials, etc.. They will not be granted for building. These grants are limited to new worshiping 
communities that are related to the Presbyterian Church (USA), located within the greater Houston area and were 
ordinarily established no earlier than July, 2014. 
 

A New worshiping community may receive a Seed Grant amount of no more than $10,000  A multi-year Grant is 
possible for up to three years.  Applicants can request funding for a second or third year; however, payment will be 
contingent upon the first year’s success as measured by the Benevolence Committee of Pines Presbyterian 
Church. 

New Worshiping Community Definition 
    A New Worshiping Community is… 

Brief Definition 

 New 

o Seeking to make and form new disciples of Jesus Christ 

o Taking on varied forms of church for our changing culture 

 Worshiping 

o Gathered by the Spirit to meet Jesus Christ in Word and Sacrament 

o Sent by the Spirit to join God’s mission for the transformation of the world 

 Community 

o Practicing mutual care and accountability 

o Developing sustainability in leadership and finances 

Long Definition 

 New 

o Seeking to make and form new 

disciples of Jesus Christ  

NWCs witness in word and deed (1 John 3:18), 

continuing Jesus’ own mission of discipling, 

feeding, teaching, healing, welcoming, crossing 

boundaries, and proclaiming God’s coming 

realm.  Those with new and renewed faith join 

the Spirit’s transforming work in the world.  
 

o Taking on varied forms of church for 

our changing culture 

Living out the Gospel demands ministry which 

engages today’s cultures (John 1:14).  New 

ways of joining Christians together for 

contextual ministry will use current and 

historic ways of “being church” as 

springboards for creative innovation (Matthew 

9:17). 
 

 Worshiping 

o Gathered by the Spirit to meet Jesus 

Christ in Word and Sacrament  

We seek to hear, come to believe, and are 

equipped to live the promises of God revealed in 

the scriptures of the Old and New Testaments.  

NWCs welcome new members of the body of 

Christ (1 Cor. 12:27) through Baptism and are 

nourished by Christ’s spiritual presence in the 

Lord’s Supper.   
 

 

 

o Sent by the Spirit to join God’s 

mission for the transformation of the 

world 

The Spirit impels us outward, so that 

worshipers participate in the redemption of 

the world in Christ (Col. 1:20).  Therefore, the 

primary beneficiaries of the NWC are not its 

own members, but rather its community and 

world.   
 

 Community 

o Practicing mutual care and 

accountability 

We commit ourselves to love one another 

(John 13:34) in relationships of mutual care 

and accountability, as faithful disciples of the 

Lord Jesus Christ.  Entrusting ourselves and 

the church to the Holy Spirit, we seek to grow 

to maturity in faith and life.   
 

o Developing sustainability in 

leadership and finances 

As distinct yet connected expressions of the 

body of Christ, NWCs have local leadership 

arising from their own community of faith 

(Exodus 18:21).  Pastoral leadership, 

facilities, and programs are all appropriately 

structured in order to demonstrate good and 

faithful stewards

Responding to Christ’s gift and call, we do all these things only by God’s grace, seeking—above all else—to 

glorify God through Jesus Christ in the power of the Holy Spirit. 


