DRAFT MINUTES
The Presbytery of New Covenant

“Growing congregations that passionately engage their community to make disciples.”

Special Meeting

Saturday, December 10, 2011 – 10:00 a.m.

St. John’s Presbyterian Church

Houston, Texas

Call to the Special Meeting:

“A special meeting of the Presbytery of New Covenant has been called by the members of General Council for Saturday, December 10, 2011.  The purpose of this meeting is to hear a second reading of the presbytery’s “Gracious Reconciliation and Dismissal Procedure” for consideration and vote.”

Gathering

At 10:00 a.m., Moderator Patricia Clark called the special meeting of the presbytery to order.

Welcome

The Rev. Jon Burnham, pastor of St. John’s Presbyterian Church, welcomed the presbytery on behalf of the session and congregation.

The presbytery sang the hymn, “Let there be Peace on Earth” and the Moderator offered the opening prayer followed by the saying of the Lord’s Prayer.

Opening Business

The Moderator called on the Stated Clerk, the Rev. Lynn Hargrove who declared a quorum to be present and recognized first-time commissioners.

The Moderator appointed the following to act as Tellers for the day:  Teaching Elders Ted Foote (Bryan, First) and Christa Brewer (The Woodlands, Woodlands Community Presbyterian); Ruling Elders Fred Cook, (Bellaire, ChristChurch) and Dian Thomason (Pearland, First).

PowerPoint Presentation, “Reconciliation and Dismissal Procedure – Second Reading” – Ruling Elder Mort McPhail
RE McPhail commented although there is love for the Church and its brothers and sisters, the presbytery must be open to a grace-filled and peaceful way to depart.  God’s power will surround and uplift us whatever path we take.

The Panel was introduced:  RE David Eyre (Houston, Memorial Drive), Jody Harrington (Houston, Memorial Drive), and Mort McPhail (Houston, Northwoods); TE Winfield Jones (Pearland, First), Katie Cummings (Houston, Grace), and Mike Cole (Presbytery’s General Presbyter).

Discussion of the Reconciliation and Dismissal Procedure Ensued, and the approved amendments are:
THE FOLLOWING MOTION WAS MADE, SECONDED AND APPROVED:  That line 142 be amended by replacing “a” with the words “one or more” so that it reads, “Upon completion of the above meetings and time committed to prayer, the Discernment Team will make a report with recommendations to the congregation in one or more town hall meetings.”

THE FOLLOWING MOTION WAS MADE, SECONDED, AND APPROVED: that line 217 be amended by adding the words “Year 6 and beyond – 0%.”
THE FOLLOWING MOTION WAS MADE, SECONDED AND APPROVED: to add after line 261, “d) “the presbytery agrees to execute all documents necessary to effectuate the transfer of all assets or property pursuant to this procedure.”

THE FOLLOWING MOTION WAS MADE, SECONDED, AND APPROVED:  to amend line 226 by adding “a” before the word “petition” and adding “to organize a new church” between the words “petition” and “shall” so that it reads:  “If the NCD Committee or its agent makes that determination, an amount of money at least equal to the insured value of the property minus loans, multiplied by the percentage of its active membership signing a petition to organize a new church shall be made available for the new church development before dismissal of the majority with property.”

As no further amendments were proposed, the Stated Clerk will post the revised document on the presbytery’s website.

The presbytery expressed its deep appreciation to the Panel and all those who had worked so diligently in preparing this difficult and important document for study and vote.
THE MOTION TO APPROVE THE AMENDED “RECONCILIATION AND DISMISSAL PROCEDURE” CARRIED.

Conclusion

The Rev. Patricia Clark expressed her appreciation to the presbytery for affording her the opportunity to serve as its Moderator for 2011 and also to St. John’s Presbyterian Church for hosting the day’s meeting.

Rev. Clark presented the stole, cross and Handbook for Moderators to incoming Moderator for 2012, RE Mary Lee Going.

Adjournment

RE Mary Lee Going offered a charge to the presbytery and closed with prayer at 11:30 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Janice Schessler

Recording Clerk

ATTENDANCE:  Ministers – 62, Commissioners – 80, Commissioned Lay Pastors – 2, Elder with Privilege of Vote – 8, Former Moderators – 4, Voting Presbytery Staff – 1, Fellow/NACBA – 1, Corresponding Members – 3, Visitors – 11, Inquirer/Candidate – 1, for a total of 173.
