DRAFT MINUTES
The Presbytery of New Covenant

“Growing congregations that passionately engage their community to make disciples.”

Stated Meeting

Saturday, October 22, 2011 – 9:00 am

Clear Lake Presbyterian Church

Houston, Texas

The Shalom Room was set aside for prayer and meditation during the course of the meeting.

Offering:  Presbyterian Children’s Homes and Services (PCHAS)
GATHERING
At 9:00 am, Moderator Patricia Clark, called the meeting of the presbytery to order and offered an opening prayer.

Worship began with three praise songs led by the Praise Band of Young Nak Presbyterian Church.  Communion was administered by outgoing Moderator, The Rev. Patricia Clark and outgoing Stated Clerk, The Rev. Diane Prevary, and taken by intinction.
The Rev. Diane Prevary preached the sermon “Building Bridges.”  
Josh Plumley, Development Officer for Presbyterian Children’s Homes, interpreted the offering, which when received totaled $4,347.33.

10:00 am
Opening Business
The Moderator called on the Stated Clerk, the Rev. Diane Prevary, who declared a quorum to be present and moved the proposed docket as amended.  The amended DOCKET was approved as follows:
PROPOSED

THE DOCKET

Please SILENCE all electronic devices (laptops, cellphones, pagers, iPAD’s, etc., etc.)

TE = Teaching Elder; RE=Ruling Elder 
 

     9:00 am
Call to Order and Opening Prayer
      Moderator, TE Patricia Clark


WORSHIP 

  10:00 am
Opening Business




  Moderator & Stated Clerk
· Declaration of Quorum and Adoption of the Docket   

· Welcome by Host Church   (TE Steve Oglesbee)

· Welcome of Others (First-time Commissioners, Corresponding Members, New Minister-Members, Visitors)
· Report of the Stated Clerk (B)                                             TE Diane Prevary (H.R.)
· Omnibus Motion (B.1)
· Moderator’s Remarks and Appointments 
Nominations to Nominating Committee: 

Class of 2014:  TE Noelie Day (Oaks); RE Beverly Houston (Pinecrest); 

RE Gayle Smith (1st Houston); RE Tony Billingsley (Clear Lake)
10:20 am
Celebration of Ministry     Hurricane Ike Update

Dave Johnson

Administrative Division 


Ecclesiastical Affairs (C.1)  


         

             RE John Jo


Consideration of Revised Overture from 1st Pasadena & 1st Bryan

Finance (C.2) 





               RE Pete Koester

Personnel (C.3)




                         TE Laurey Murphy 
Nominating Committee (H) (H.1)  

                              RE Bart Henson



Ministries Division




             TE Blake Brinegar
11:00 am
ORDER OF THE DAY:  Keynote                              The Reverend Pedro Arana Quiroz               
                             State of the Christian/Presbyterian Church in Peru                                                                        
12:00 pm
FELLOWSHIP AT TABLE



Celebration Hall
  1:00 pm 
Reconvening Hymn    #525

                                     “Here I Am, Lord”



Sermon for Ordination
             
                                    Candidate Isabel Rivera-Velez 

1:30 pm
Committee on Ministry (D, D.1) 

1. Floor Examination for Ordination   
                            TE Marie Mickey

2. Action Items 


                    RE Shelley Hernandez

3. Service of Retirement for Teaching Elder Carol Burgeson
-    TE Mike Cole



Celebration of Ministry-Pan American School              Dr. James Matthews, President



Committee on Preparation for Ministry

                                 TE Nora Fitch



Report of General Council (F, F.1)           
                                      RE Mary Lee Going  



Celebration of Ministry


                        Webster Presbyterian Church


Service of Installation

Moderator (2012), Moderator-Elect, Stated Clerk, Recording Clerk, Treasurer

Adjournment  

(by rule of the presbytery, no later than 4pm, unless the assembly votes by a 2/3rd majority to extend beyond) 

(end of amended docket)
Welcome
1. Teaching Elder Steve Oglesbee, pastor of Clear Lake Presbyterian Church, welcomed the presbytery on behalf of the session and congregation.
2. Stated Clerk Diane Prevary led a time of introductions.  The Stated Clerk then recognized First-Time Commissioners and Corresponding Members:  Rev. Peter Crouch (Presbyterian Children’s Homes and Services – Mission Presbytery); Rev. Hector M. Rivera-Velez (Mission Presbytery); Pedro Arana-Quiroz (Juan Calvino Presbiteriana – Lima, Peru).
3. New Minister-Members were asked to introduce themselves:  Craig King, Pastor of First Presbyterian Church of Alvin; Brian Wiggins, Pastor of First Presbyterian Church of Lufkin; Kristin Galle, Interim Pastor of Covenant Presbyterian Church in College Station; John Dearman, Associate Pastor of First Presbyterian Church of Conroe; and Tracy Williams, Member-at-Large, transferring from Arkansas Presbytery.  
The Stated Clerk also gave a special welcome to Ruling Elder Jongbum Vincent Kim and Pastor SeungHun Yeou of Love Presbyterian Church of Houston (formerly United Korean Church of Houston of Midwest Hanmi Presbytery).  By action of the Mid-Council Commission of the PCUSA, Love Presbyterian Church was transferred to New Covenant, effective immediately.
Reports and Action Items:

1. Stated Clerk:  The Report of the Stated Clerk (B) and Addendum (B.2) are attached to the minutes.  
2. The Stated Clerk moved the Omnibus Motion.  Motion Passed.
3. The Stated Clerk announced the enrollment for the day at 11:00 am:  Registered Teaching Elders:  83; Registered Ruling Elder Commissioners:  133
4. Moderator Clark appointed the following persons to serve as Tellers during the meeting.  Ruling Elders:  W. F. (Bill) Sandy (Houston, St. Andrew’s) and Sue Cox  (Bellaire, ChristChurch); Teaching Elders:  Ryan Cook (Katy, Grand Lakes) and Laura Grice (Baytown, Faith).
Ruling Elder Garry Schoonover, representing a committee of Moderator, Moderator-Elect, and the immediate past Moderator of the Presbytery, placed the following names in nomination to serve on the Nominating Committee:  Class of 2014:  TE Noelie Day (Houston, Oaks); RE Beverly Houston (Houston, Pinecrest); RE Gayle Smith (Houston, First); RE Tony Billingsley (Houston, Clear Lake).  After asking for nominations from the floor and hearing none, the motion to elect was APPROVED.
5. Celebration of Ministry – Hurricane Ike Update by Ruling Elder Dave Johnson

Dave Johnson, Chair of Ike Recovery Committee thanked the presbytery for its support of the work.  Daryl Ready, Construction Manager for Lutheran Disaster Services and Jim and Marilyn Marble, Village Managers, presented General Presbyter Mike Cole with a handmade wooden cross which was designed and built in recognition of the presbytery’s contribution to “rebuilding homes and restoring lives.”
6. Administrative Division
· RE John Jo, Chair of the Ecclesiastical Affairs Committee (C.1) introduced TE James Currie (Pasadena, First) and TE Ted Foote (Bryan, First) who presented the Revised Proposed Overture (C.1a) which would have added a question to the ordination questions for all ordered ministries.  
An amendment to change the words “the foundation of Presbyterian polity” to “the Constitution of the PC (USA),” making it consistent with the Book of Order, passed by a voice vote.

After discussion, the vote was taken and the motion to approve the amended overture FAILED by a standing vote of 90 in favor and 98 opposed.

· Finance (C.2) – Chair RE Pete Koester
The Chair called attention to the committee’s two reports, the 2011/2012 Budget (C.2) and the Debt Repayment Schedule 2007-2012 (C.2a).noting that the presbytery had a very good quarter with revenues being ahead of budget and expenses being less than budget and that the copier lease would be paid off in February, 2012.
· Personnel (C.3) – Chair TE Laurey Murphy

The Chair recognized the Presbytery staff members who had completed work for certification in the Administrative Personnel Association:  Patricia Brantley – Level III; Sandra Lopez – Level III; RE Sharon Darden – Additional 50 hours of study.

She introduced new Presbytery staff member, TE Caressa Murray, Coordinator of Youth Ministry and then called General Presbyter Mike Cole forward to make a presentation to the outgoing Stated Clerk, TE Diane Prevary in recognition of her service to the presbytery, which had been given with creativity, imagination and love.
7. ORDER OF THE DAY:  Keynote by The Reverend Pedro Arana Quiroz

The Reverend Pedro Arana Quiroz is the Moderator of the Presbiterio Juan Calvino in Lima Peru
and he spoke of the problems facing Presbyterians in Peru as well as the possibilities God has put in front of them.  He challenged Presbyterians in Texas not simply to provide monetary resources but also to help develop a true partnership between the two Presbyteries. As one way of accomplishing this, he suggested forming a committee of people to talk about how to move such a plan forward.
8. Nominating Committee (H) and (H.1) – Chair RE Bart Henson
RE Bart Henson placed in nomination the names found in the Nominating Committee Reports (H) in the PACKET and (H.1) in the ADDENDUM, with these changes:  withdraw Monica Lin’s name at her request, add the name of RE Jane Larkin (Houston, St. Philip) as nominee to the Administrative Steering Committee as Vice-chair and the name of RE Edie Purgason (Houston, Grace) as COM’s Care of Church Professionals Vice-chair. There being no further nominations,  the motion to elect was APPROVED.

RE Bart Henson then placed in nomination the 10 names proposed as Commissioner Candidates for 2012 and also the 10 names proposed as Alternate General Assembly Candidates for 2012. (found in the Nominating Committee Report Addendum) (The completed Nomination Forms for all ten were posted on the presbytery’s website) There being no further nominations, the motion to elect the nominees was APPROVED.
9. Ministries Division  - Chair TE Blake Brinegar
· Outreach Ministries Report

TE Sharon Gazaway introduced three women from First Presbyterian Church in Vidor who received funding from Presbytery’s Outreach Committee’s Seed Money Grant for their soup kitchen ministry.  RE Karen Persely reminded the presbytery that seed grant money is available to those churches whose applications are approved.

· Rev. Helen DeLeon reported about her participation in CEDEPCA’s Pastor Exchange in Guatemala and presented a certificate and gift to the presbytery from CEDEPCA.

10. FELLOWSHIP AT TABLE at Noon

11. At 1:00 the presbytery was reconvened by singing together, “Here I Am, Lord” and Candidate Isabel Rivera-Velez preached her sermon for ordination.  
Floor Examination for Ordination - TE Marie Mickey, Chair of the Committee on Examinations The preaching part of Candidate Rivera-Velez’s examination was APPROVED and the motion to sustain her examination in full WAS APPROVED.  She is being called to serve as part-time Stated Supply at Juan Marcos Presbyterian Church in Houston, pending action of the presbytery at this meeting to approve the ordination of teaching elders to temporary pastoral positions.
12. Committee on Ministry (D) and (D.1) – RE Shelley Hernandez

RE Shelley Hernandez moved the recommended actions in the Committee on Ministry report in the PACKET:

a) that the presbytery permit the ordination of teaching elders to temporary pastoral positions – APPROVED.
b) that the Proposed Minimum Terms of Call for 2012 be adopted – APPROVED
c) that Presbytery grant a waiver of language requirements (BO.G2.0607) for the Reverend Katarina Pennington – APPROVED.
d) that the Rev. Mark Vernon be granted Honorably Retired Status effective November 1, 2011 – APPROVED
Service of Retirement for Teaching Elder Carol Burgeson – TE Mike Cole

Mike Cole led a Service of Retirement for TE Carol Burgeson, and her husband joined the retiree in the chancel for a time of celebration of her ministry.

13. Celebration of Ministry – Pan American School – Dr. James Matthews, President

Dr. Matthews expressed his appreciation for the presbytery’s gifts to the Christmas Joy Offering which benefits the school and reiterated that the school serves the poor and serves globally and that the program is all about its students.

14. The Report of General Council, found at (F) and (F.1) was presented by the Moderator of GC and Moderator-Elect of the Presbytery, RE Mary Lee Going.  She moved:
a) that RE Janice Schessler be elected Recording Clerk of the Presbytery for a three-year term – APPROVED.
b) that RE Pete Koester be elected  presbytery’s Treasurer for a three-year term – APPROVED
The presbytery expressed heartfelt appreciation to RE Lee Larkin, outgoing Treasurer, for his 13 years of service. 

First Reading of Reconciliation and Dismissal Procedure
Ruling Elder Mary Lee Going presented the proposed procedure as a first reading from the General Council.  Since this was the first reading of the proposal, only comments or questions for clarification were allowed during this meeting.  The writers of the proposal were thanked for this well written and thoughtful document.  Presbyters were asked to read the entire procedure and send written comments to the Stated Clerk.  A Called Presbytery Meeting will be held December 10, 2011 (10:00 am – noon) at St. John’s Presbyterian Church, Houston to vote on the procedure.  Amendments will be allowed at this time.
GC Actions Recommended for Presbytery’s Consideration:

a) that Presbytery authorize General Council to establish Administrative Commissions to work with churches considering closure, when between meetings of the presbytery time is of the essence, - APPROVED
b) that Presbytery authorize the sale of the property of Heritage Presbyterian Church, Houston pending the congregation’s approval and according to the terms of the contract that has been presented.  Sale price:  $2,325,000.00; Buyer: The Arbor School (day school for special needs children, K-12).  Appreciation will be expressed to the buyer for their gracious consideration of granting six months of continued use of space for worship and the administrative office (2 days per week.)  The final sale is contingent upon the buyer’s financing. – APPROVED (with the deletion of the final line.)
Celebration of Ministry – Webster Presbyterian Church
Two members of Webster Presbyterian Church presented a brief but memorable re-telling of a familiar bible story.

There was no New Business.

Service of Installation

Outgoing Moderator of the presbytery, the Rev. Patricia Clark, spoke words of appreciation to the presbytery for the opportunity to be the Moderator for 2011 and the presbyters responded with enthusiastic applause for her excellent service.
TE Patricia Clark then led a service of installation for:  RE Janice Schessler (Bellaire, ChristChurch) as Recording Clerk; RE Mary Lee Going (Houston, Memorial Drive) as Presbytery Moderator; TE Casey Jones (Pearland, First) as Moderator-Elect; TE Lynn Hargrove (Houston, St. Giles) as Stated Clerk; and RE Pete Koester (Webster, Webster) as Treasurer.
The meeting adjourned at 2:45 p.m.

The final registration numbers for the meeting were:  Ministers – 86; Commissioners – 117; Commissioned Lay Pastors with Vote – 2; Certified/Associate Church Educators – 1; Elder with Privilege – 14; Former Moderators – 6; Presbytery Staff with Vote – 1; Fellow with NACBA – 1; Corresponding Members – 3; Visitors – 20; Inquirers/Candidates – 3; Other Church Professionals – 1.  TOTAL ATTENDANCE:  259.

Janice B. Schessler

Recording Clerk
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