DRAFT MINUTES
The Presbytery of New Covenant

“Growing congregations that passionately engage their community to make disciples.”

Stated Meeting

Saturday, February 5, 2011

First Presbyterian Church, Kingwood, TX  5520 Kingwood Drive (281-360-5555)

Offering:  Interface-Samaritan Counseling Center

The Chapel and Columbarium outside the Chapel were set aside for prayer and meditation during the course of the meeting.
GATHERING
After the presbytery sang the gathering hymn, “The Church’s One Foundation,” the Moderator Patricia Clark, called the meeting of the presbytery to order at 11:05 am with worship, which included the Lord’s Supper. (Because of icy road conditions, the start of the meeting was delayed two hours.)  During worship the presbytery celebrated the lives and ministry of church officers who died in 2010.  Offering received for the Interface-Samaritan Counseling Center totaled $1746.82
The Rev. Jim Davis, pastor of Kingwood Presbyterian Church, offered a prayer for lunch.

12:00 pm
FELLOWSHIP AT TABLE

1:00 pm
Opening Business
The Moderator called on the Stated Clerk, the Rev. Diane Prevary, who declared a quorum to be present and moved the proposed docket as amended.  The DOCKET was approved as follows:

THE DOCKET

Please turn off all electronic devices.

11:00 am
Gathering Hymn # 316

             “The Church’s One Foundation”
 
   Call to Order and Opening Prayer
            Moderator Patricia Clark



WORSHIP WITH THE LORD’S SUPPER
   Preacher:  The Rev. Richard Kleiman

12:00 pm
FELLOWSHIP AT TABLE

1:00   pm
Reconvening Hymn    #320

       “I Love Thy Kingdom, Lord”

1:00 pm
Opening Business




   Moderator & Stated Clerk
· Declaration of Quorum and Adoption of the Docket   

· Welcome by Host Church   (The Rev. Dr. Jim Davis)

· Welcome of Others (First-time Commissioners, Corresponding Members, New Minister-Members, Visitors)

· Report of the Stated Clerk (B)               The Rev. Diane Prevary (H.R.)

· Omnibus Motion (B.1)
· Moderator’s Remarks and Appointments 

   
    Ecclesiastical Affairs (C.1)



         Elder John Jo

Consideration of Proposed New Form of Government   

  2:30 pm
State of the Presbytery Address

        General Presbyter Mike Cole

  3:00 pm
Moments for Mission
  

Committee on Ministry (D & D.1)
              Elder Shelley Hernandez

           Service of Retirement     
The Rev. Kenneth Jack
 The Rev. Mike Cole


Committee on Preparation for Ministry  (E, E.1)          Elder Jim Bushong    

Service of Candidacy 

Committee on Representation (Annual Report) (I)The Rev. Carol   Tompkins

Ministries Division (G)



    The Rev. Blake Brinegar

Action Item w/re: Pathways NCD

Administrative Division(C.2) (C.2a) posted separated online Elder Jim Taylor

Nominating Committee (H) (H.1)                                 Elder Bart Henson

    

Report of General Council (F)
           
        Elder Mary Lee Going                      




Action Items:

1. Petition General Assembly to transfer United Korean Church of Houston from Midwest Hanmi Presbytery (non-geographic Korean) to the Presbytery of New Covenant.

2. Petition General Assembly to approve The Plan of Union between Providence Presbyterian Church, Nederland, and Saint John Lutheran Church (ELCA), to form a Union/Federated Church.

New Business (only if submitted four days prior to meeting date, so it can be posted online 3 days prior)
Adjournment  

(by rule of the presbytery, no later than 4pm, unless the assembly votes by a 2/3rd majority to extend beyond) 

(end of amended docket)
Welcome
1. The Rev. Dr. Jim Davis, Pastor of First Presbyterian Church, Kingwood, welcomed the presbytery on behalf of the session and congregation.

2. Stated Clerk Diane Prevary led a time of introductions, recognizing first-time commissioners, and the Confirmation Class from Faith Presbyterian Church in Baytown.  There were no corresponding members

3. New Minister-Member the Rev. Dr. Fred Seay, pastor of First Presbyterian Church in Sugar Land introduced himself.  He previously served as pastor at First Presbyterian, Nacogdoches and is now transferring from South Louisiana Presbytery.
Reports and Action Items:

1. Stated Clerk:  The Report of the Stated Clerk (B) is attached to the minutes.  The Stated Clerk highlighted the following items in her report.

a) Received the renunciation of jurisdiction of the Presbyterian Church, U.S.A. from Joseph Cordero, effective November 29, 2010.

b) Will convene an Investigating Committee (#02-10) to conduct an inquiry into a disciplinary matter.  Members of this IC will be:  The Rev. Mary Currie, Moderator; the Rev. Kristin Huffman, and Elder Celso Garcia (Galveston, Emmanuel).
2. The Stated Clerk moved and recommended the adoption of the Omnibus Motion (B.1).  Motion PASSED.  

a) To approve the minutes of the Stated Meeting of the Presbytery of New Covenant on Saturday, November 13, 2010, as distributed (posted on the presbytery’s website, as part of the meeting materials for today’s meeting).

b) To approve permission for the congregation of Pinecrest Presbyterian Church to elect the Rev. Edward Triem as Pastor Emeritus.

3. Moderator Clark appointed the following persons to serve as Tellers during the meeting.

a)    Elders:  Joe Snyder (Houston, St. Stephen) and Onnie Sherrer (Kingwood, First) 

b) Ministers:  Becky Downs (Sealy, First) and Jim Currie (Pasadena, First)

4. Former moderator of the presbytery, Elder Garry Schoonover, placed in nomination for the Nominating Committee, Class of 2013, the names of Elders Rhonda Haskins (Pasadena, First) and  Mike Floyd (Baytown, Faith).   There being no nominations from floor, the motion to elect was APPROVED.
5. The report of the Ecclesiastical Affairs Committee found at (C.1) was presented by the moderator of the Committee Elder John Jo.
a) Elder Jo thanked outgoing committee member Elder Susan Wittjen and the incoming members the Rev. Becky Downs and Elder Garry Schoonover.

b) Elder Jo moved to adopt the New Form of Government and introduced Elder Julie MacLemore (Houston, St. Philip) to lead the dialogue.  Panel members:  Elders Jeanie Flowers (Houston, St. Philip), Gary Johnson (Katy, Grand Lakes) and Mary Mahlman (Wharton, First) and the Rev. Alan Trafford (Lake Jackson, First).

c) Following discussion and questions for clarification, the Moderator offered a prayer.  The vote was taken by written ballot.
d) The Stated Clerk announced the enrollment for the day at 2:20 pm:  Registered Ministers:  93; Registered Elder-Commissioners:  147; Visitors:  49.

2:30 pm
State of the Presbytery Address                                           General Presbyter Mike Cole
Rev. Cole brought greetings from the perspective of year 2016 asking if the presbytery had lived up to the mission set in 2011.  He envisioned five years of dramatic transformational change showing a shift of emphases from the way Presbyterians formerly functioned.

2:50 pm
Moderator Clark offered a prayer, and the result of the vote on the New Form of Government was announced.  The motion failed:  186 to 44.
6.  A Moment for Mission was brought by Kendall Boyd, Ike Recovery Coordinator, reporting on the work being done and the continuing need for prayer, action and funds.  He noted that the village in Texas City would close in mid-May.
7.  Elder Shelley Hernandez, Chair of the Committee on Ministry, brought the committee’s report, found in its entirety in the PACKET at (D) and the Addendum at (D.1).
a) Motion Approved (in Omnibus):  to approve permission for the congregation of Pinecrest Presbyterian Church to elect the Rev. Edward Triem as Pastor Emeritus.

b) Motion Approved:  to approve permission for the congregation of The Woodlands Community Presbyterian to elect the Rev. Charles Hendricks as Pastor Emeritus.

c) A Service of Retirement for the Rev. Kenneth Jack who had served as Pastor of First Presbyterian Church in Huntsville, Texas until his disability retirement last October was led by General Presbyter, the Rev. Mike Cole.
Elder Jim Bushong (1st, Huntsville) brought the report from the Committee on Preparation for Ministry
8. A Service of Candidacy for Elizabeth Cluff (Bryan, First) was led by Elder Bushong, chair of the committee. There were no questions from the floor and the motion to approve moving Ms. Cluff to the status of candidacy was APPROVED.  Friends and family of the candidate were invited forward to stand with her while she answered the constitutional questions for candidacy.  Elder Jim Bushong offered the charge and Rev. Cory McClellan closed the service with prayer.  The assembly responded to the service of candidacy by singing the “Doxology.”
9. The Rev. Carol Tompkins, Chair of the Committee on Representation, brought the committee’s  annual report, found in the PACKET, (I) illustrating the variety of features which illustrate the  diversity in our presbytery.  The Committee on Representation works with the Nominating Committee to uphold the challenge to nominate people who reflect this diversity.
10. The Rev. Blake Brinegar, Chair of the Ministries Division, introduced Elder Carlton Currie, Chair of the New Church Development Committee.  Elder Currie called attention to the committee report at (G.1) in the PACKET.  
a) After viewing a PowerPoint illustrating Pathways Church’s many activities of fellowship, community service, and Christian outreach, the presbytery APPROVED the motion to concur with the request of Pathways Church of Houston to be constituted and organized as a church in the Presbytery of New Covenant on a date to be set no later than June 30, 2011.  Representatives of Pathways were called forward for prayer by the Moderator and the presbytery sang “Blest Be the Tie That Binds.”

b) Motion Passed: to elect an Administrative Commission to charter the Pathways Church and to install the pastor, Rev. Hyun “Shawn” Kang:  Elder Carlton Currie (Houston, First), Rev. Wayne Eberly (Houston, Pines), Rev. Sam Jun (Houston, Pines), Rev. Joann Currie (Houston, St. Philip), Elder Barbara Mabry (Houston, St. Luke’s).

c) The Rev. Scott Cummings (Pearland, Peace) Chair of the Evangelism and Renewal Committee announced the establishment of a New Life Grant made possible by the $50,000 given to the presbytery by Westminster Presbyterian Church in Beaumont when it closed.  The purpose of the grant is to help churches who are trying to turn around their church’s membership.  Applications may be submitted until April 18, 2011. 

11.  The Administrative Division’s PowerPoint report was brought by the Chair of the Finance Committee, Elder Pete Koester.  Both reports (C.2) and (C.2a) were placed on the presbytery’s website.  Elder Koester reported that expenses are running under the budget and revenue is slightly higher than anticipated at the mid-year point in the 2010-2011 fiscal year.  There being no questions, he concluded his report.
12. Elder Bart Henson, chair of the Nominating Committee, placed in nomination the following names:  Elder Shelley Hernandez (Houston, St. Giles) as Chair of the Committee on Ministry, replacing the Rev. Margaret Desmond who resigned from that position and Elder Patty Tremble (Houston, Grace) as vice-chair of the Care of Congregations Committee.  There being no nominations from the floor, the motion CARRIED.
13. The Report of General Council, found at (F) and F.1) was presented by the Moderator of General Council and Moderator-Elect of the Presbytery, Elder Mary Lee Going.

a) Elder Going said that Vision Initiative Grant and the Lynn Johnson Social Justice Grant applications were both due March 1, 2011.
b) She then introduced Rev. Seunghun Yeou, pastor, and two elders from the United Korean Church of Houston (UKCH).
c) Action Item:  Motion to petition General Assembly to transfer United Korean Church of Houston from Midwest Hanmi Presbytery (non-geographic Korean) to the Presbytery of New Covenant.  The motion CARRIED.
d) Action Item:  Motion to petition General Assembly to approve The Plan of Union between Providence Presbyterian Church, Nederland, and Saint John Lutheran Church (ELCA) to form a Federated/Union Church.  The pastor of Providence Presbyterian Church, the Rev. Clay Faulk gave background information.  The motion CARRIED.

No New Business was submitted to the Stated Clerk 4 days prior to the meeting.  Therefore, the Moderator offered closing remarks, thanking all of the volunteers from First Presbyterian Church, Kingwood for their time and energy to provide the hospitality that made the day’s meeting possible.  She then adjourned the meeting with prayer at 3:55 p.m.
The final registration numbers are:  Ministers – 97; Commissioners – 126; Voting Commissioned Lay Pastors – 6; Elders with Privilege – 9; Non-voting Presbytery Staff – 3; Former Moderators – 4; Fellow – NACBA – 1; Visitors – 50; Inquirer/Candidate – 1; Other Church Professionals – 1 for a total of 298.
Respectfully submitted,

Janice Schessler

Recording Clerk

