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Meeting of the Presbytery of New Covenant

Saturday, November 13, 2010    (9:00 am)

St. John’s Presbyterian Church, Houston, TX
Registration Form

Please complete this form and bring it with you to the meeting.  Thank you

Name:_______________________________________________________________

Mailing address: _______________________________________________________

E-mail address:_________________________________________________________

Church/City:___________________________________________________________

Are you a first-time commissioner?  _____Yes     _____No

CHECK ONLY ONE BOX BELOW

VOTING (check only one)

· Minister Member

· Elder Commissioner

(Elected from session of church listed above)

· Commissioned Lay Pastor

· Certified Church Educator

· Associate Certified Church Educator

· Elder with Privilege by Virtue of Office

(Currently in a Presbytery leadership position, designated for this privilege)

· Former Moderator of Presbytery

· Elected Presbytery Staff

· Fellow – NACBA (National Association of Church Business Administrators)
NON-VOTING (check only one)

· Corresponding Minister-Member from ______________________

· Visitor from ________________

· Presbytery Staff

· Inquirer/Candidate under care

· Commissioned Lay Pastor (without voting privileges)

· Other Church Professional

(Non-certified Educator, Youth Director, Business Administrator, Music Director, other)

CALL TO THE STATED MEETING
The Presbytery of New Covenant, Synod of the Sun, Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)

Saturday, November 13, 2010   9:00 am

St. John’s Presbyterian Church

5020 W. Bellfort, Houston, TX  77035 (713-723-6262)
This meeting of the presbytery will be called to order at 9:00 am.
There is an Orientation Session for first-time commissioners at 8:15 am in Rm 205, Bldg 2.
Greetings in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ!  




        October 28, 2010
Our final meeting is upon us and will be full.  Please plan to arrive early enough to be registered and in the sanctuary when the Moderator calls us to order at 9:00 am.  As you can see on the Proposed Docket, we will consider and vote on the proposed amendments to our current Book of Order in the morning, and the Ecclesiastical Affairs Committee has given careful thought to the best way to move through this portion of our business.  There will be a voice vote on all of the proposed amendments except 10-A, for which there will be a paper ballot.  To assist you in your preparation for these important matters, please study the booklet of Proposed Amendments (Part 3 of 3) that was sent to clerks of session to be distributed to elected commissioners, and the Analysis of the Proposed Amendments, found on our presbytery’s website, prepared by the Association of Stated Clerks.

After our consideration of the proposed amendments Dr. David Jensen, of Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary, will bring the keynote address.  Introductory information about Dr. Jensen and his topic is included in the text of the Proposed Docket in this PACKET.  

As another year winds down and we prepare for a new, please note in the Ecclesiastical Affairs Committee Report  the dates and locations for the 2011 stated meetings of the presbytery.  Only three are scheduled, but General Council reserves the right to call a special meeting(s) if business warrants.  We take this opportunity to thank, once again, the host churches for 2010:  St. Philip, Northwoods, Pinecrest and St. John’s, and for a called meeting, St. Stephen.  The other called meeting was hosted by the presbytery staff at the presbytery center.

Finally, clerks of sessions and church treasurers, remember that a Treasurer’s Workshop and the FINAL opportunity for Session Records Review will immediately follow adjournment of the presbytery meeting on November 13.  There will be signs directing you to the location of each event.  Pre-registration for both events must be made through Janice Schessler (jschessler@pbyofnewcovenant.org).
Faithfully,
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The Presbytery of New Covenant

“Growing congregations that passionately engage their community to make disciples.”

Stated Meeting

Saturday, November 13, 2010

St. John’s Presbyterian Church

 5020 W. Bellfort, Houston, Tx 77035 (713-723-6262)

Theme:  Growing the Church, Deep and Wide… Through Marks of Discipleship

Offering: Pastors’ Special Needs Fund

8:15 am
New Commissioner Orientation will take place in Rm. 205 in Building 2.  Directions will be given at Registration.

8:30 am   
Registration in the Breezeway just off the main parking lot (next to McPhail Hall).

St. John’s has lovely outdoor settings for prayer and meditation during the course of the meeting.  There is the main Courtyard, the Columbarium, and the Rose Garden.

PROPOSED

THE DOCKET

Please turn off all electronic devices.

   8:55 am
Gathering Hymn # 142                                 “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name”
   9:00 am
Call to Order and Opening Prayer

      Moderator Garry Schoonover

Morning Prayer


               led by The Rev. Jim Birchfield
  9:30 am
Opening Business





Moderator & Stated Clerk
· Declaration of Quorum and Adoption of the Docket   

· Welcome by Host Church   (The Rev. Jon Burnham)

· Welcome of Others (First-time Commissioners, Corresponding Members, New Minister-Members, Visitors)
· Report of the Stated Clerk (B)                       The Rev. Diane Prevary (H.R.)
· Omnibus Motion (B.1)
· Moderator’s Remarks and Appointments 
  9:50 am
Ecclesiastical Affairs (C.1)
  



     Elder Jim Taylor

Consideration of Proposed Amendments to (current) Book of Order
11:30 am
ORDER OF THE DAY:  





Keynote Address  
Dr. David Jensen, Professor of Constructive Theology, Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary.

David Jensen has been teaching at Austin Seminary since 2001. Prior to that, he taught theology, church history, and ethics at Manchester College in Indiana. His teaching and research explore the interconnections between Christian theology and daily life. Jensen’s books include Living Hope: The Future and Christian Faith (Westminster John Knox, 2010); The Lord and Giver of Life: Perspectives on Constructive Pneumatology (editor, WJK, 2008); Responsive Labor: A Theology of Work (WJK, 2006); Graced Vulnerability: A Theology of Childhood (The Pilgrim Press, 2005); and In the Company of Others: A Dialogical Christology (Pilgrim, 2001). 

Dr. Jensen has been asked to help us explore the relationship between articulating our beliefs as a Reformed people of God and our ability, intentionally, to live faithfully as Christ’s disciples.

12:15 pm
FELLOWSHIP AT TABLE

  1:15 pm
Reconvening Hymn     PH #9     


“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”


Moments for Mission:  
1.  Presbyterian Children’s Homes and Services

        Josh Plumley

2.  Ike Recovery Team




        Kendall Boyd

  1:25 pm
Committee on Ministry (D & D.1)



Floor Examination of Lay Pastor Nominee


        The Rev. Dean Pogue

Service of Retirement   (Rick Elliott, Marcia Miscall, and Bill Wade)    

The Rev. Mike Cole

2:00 pm
Committee on Preparation for Ministry  (E, E.1)  
      Elder Julie MacLemore    Service of Candidacy 
Ministries Division (G)




   The Rev. Blake Brinegar
Administrative Division


                                   Elder Ann Hardy

Nominating Committee (H) (H.1)
                                  Elder Pat Hosford

    

Report of General Council (F)

                                 Elder Mary Herlitz

2:45 pm
New Business (only if submitted four days prior to meeting date, so it can be posted online 3 days prior)
Adjournment  

(by rule of the presbytery, no later than 4pm, unless the assembly votes by a 2/3rd majority to extend beyond) 



following adjournment, clerks will meet for session records review in mcphail hall; treasurers will meet for the treasurer’s workshop in rm. 205, building 2.
the next stated meeting of the presbytery of new covenant will be

saturday, february 5, 2011

at 1st Presbyterian Church, Kingwood, TX

B

STATED CLERK
REPORT TO PRESBYTERY

November 13, 2010

I. Recommendation for presbytery action:  

A.  Move and recommend adoption of the Omnibus Motion (B.1).

II. 
Actions taken on behalf of presbytery: 
A. Received the reports of the Administrative Commissions for ordinations/installations.  The commissions have now been dismissed with the gratitude of the presbytery:

1.  to install Laura Grice as Associate Pastor of Faith Presbyterian Church, Baytown, on August 29, 2010 at 10:30 am, during a service of worship.

2  to install Jackie Hannan as Pastor of Atascocita Presbyterian Church, on September 12, at 10:30 am, during a service of worship.

3.  to install Margaret Desmond as Pastor of Trinity Presbyterian Church (Port Neches), on September 12, at 11:00 am, during a service of worship.

4.  to install Scott Cummings as Pastor, Peace Presbyterian Church, Pearland, on September 12, 2010, at 5:00 pm, during a service of worship.

5.  to install Galen (“Joe”) MacDonald as Pastor, First Presbyterian Church, Livingston, on October 24, 2010, at 3:00 pm, during a service of worship

6.  to ordain Christine Stone Chambers to the ministry of Word and Sacrament on October 24, 2010 at First Presbyterian Church, Houston, during a service of worship at 8:15 am, on behalf of the Presbytery of San Fernando, where she will serve as Chaplain at Holy Cross Medical Center in Mission Hills, CA.

B. Received the final report of Investigating Committee #04-09, comprised of The Reverend Charles Tekyl, Moderator, the Reverend Adan Garcia, and Elder Mary Ann Barnett.  In the matter of allegations originating in a congregation of the Presbytery of New Covenant, for which the session requested the presbytery take jurisdiction, the Investigating Committee found no basis to file charges.  All parties have been duly notified and this matter is closed.

C. Convened an Investigating Committee (#01-10) to conduct an inquiry into a disciplinary matter.  Members of this IC are:  The Rev. Mary Currie, Moderator; Elder Ann Hardy and the Rev. William Heston.
III. Items for Information:  
a. Received a communication of recognition and commendation for the work of The Rev. Caressa Murray for her work as a registrar for our presbytery for the 2010 Triennium.
b. Reports, with sadness, the death of A. Sidney Holderness, Jr., clerk of session at ChristChurch Presbyterian and a servant of the presbytery, a member of the Administrative Commission for Heritage Presbyterian Church at the time of his death (6-11-2010).
c. Reports the resignation of Scott Meddaugh (Elder, Southminster), from the Administrative Commission for Heritage Presbyterian Church.
d. Received the following information from the Office of the General Assembly:
The 219th General Assembly (2010) took the following action on overture(s) submitted by your presbytery:

Item 06-19. On Establishing a Process to Evaluate the Current Call System-From the Presbytery of New Covenant.  Referred to the Office of Vocation.

To see the action on this item in PC-biz, go to http://pc-biz.org/Explorer.aspx?id=3387.

+ + + + + + +

Item 12-01. On Affirming the Biblical Teaching on the Topic of Marriage-From the Presbytery of New Covenant.  Disapproved.

To see the action on this item in PC-biz, go to http://pc-biz.org/Explorer.aspx?id=2265.

 e. New minister-members of the presbytery will introduce themselves at this 

     meeting, will sign THE BOOK, and the assembly is invited to extend to them the 

     right-hand-of-fellowship during the lunch break and after adjournment.
B.1

OMNIBUS MOTION

November 13, 2010 Meeting of the Presbytery of New Covenant

THE OMNIBUS MOTION is used to expedite routine business and usually does not require discussion and debate. The following motions are included in a single “Omnibus Motion” for a single vote unless there is a request to lift one or more of the motions out. If you have questions or would like information about any items in the Omnibus Motion, please request that item be lifted out for separate consideration.  At the time the Omnibus is presented, a commissioner/minister may request that an item be lifted for discussion at a later time in the meeting.  This requires no vote of Presbytery.  The Stated Clerk will announce when the item will be considered.

FROM THE STATED CLERK (B)
Move and recommend approval of the minutes of the Stated Meeting of the Presbytery of New Covenant on Saturday, May 8, 2010 and Called Meetings of the Presbytery of New Covenant on Tuesday, July 18, 2010, and Thursday, September 9, 2010, as distributed (posted on the presbytery’s website, as part of the Meeting Materials for today’s meeting).

FROM COMMITTEE ON MINISTRY (D)
1. Move and recommend Honorably Retired (H.R.) status be granted to The Rev. Marcia Miscall, effective September 1, 2010.

2. Move and recommend Honorably Retired (H.R.) status be granted to The Rev. Kenneth W. Jack, effective October 31, 2010.

FROM GENERAL COUNCIL (F)
1. Move and recommend appointment of an Administrative Commission (AC) to install The Rev. Patricia Clark as Moderator of the Presbytery of New Covenant for a one year term, beginning January 1, 2011.  Installation will take place on Sunday, December 5, 2010, during morning worship at St. Stephen’s Presbyterian Church, Houston, TX.  [Moderator-Elect Clark will be attending a conference for incoming presbytery moderators on November 13 in Louisville, KY and thus unable to be present at the presbytery meeting to be installed at that time.  The AC will represent and act on behalf of the presbytery on December 5.]  Members of the AC will be:  Elders: Garry Schoonover (Moderator of Pby), Mary Marcotte (Pines and Associate GP), Sue Edrozo (1st Texas City), Jan Kelly (St. Andrew’s), Bryan Campbell (St. Stephen); Ministers:  Mike Cole (GP), Wendy Bailey (Associate GP), Doug Harper (H.R. & Parish Associate, Grace, Houston), Jim Gill (St. Stephen), Hmingi Browne (Member-at-Large) 

2. Move and recommend ratification of amendment to the Bylaws of the presbytery, in order to put them in conformance with Book of Order, Chapter 8.  replace paragraph 7.9 (strike-through), with new language (italics), as follows:

7.9   The General Council shall have the authority (G-11.0103v) to approve mortgages, loans, and guarantees of loans of congregations between the meetings of the presbytery and shall report these transactions to the next stated meeting of the presbytery.

7.9   The General Council shall have the authority (G-11.0103v) to approve mortgages, loans, encumbrances, and guarantees of loans of congregations between the meetings of the presbytery and shall report these transactions to the next stated meeting of the presbytery.  Further, the General Council shall have the authority (G-11.0103v) to approve leases of real property of member churches of the presbytery (G-8.0501, G-8.0502).

As permitted by our presbytery’s Bylaws, this amendment was adopted by General Council.  Ratification is required by the presbytery.

                 C.1
ECCLESIASTICAL AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

REPORT TO PRESBYTERY

November 13, 2010
I. Recommendations for presbytery action:

Action on the Proposed Amendments to the Constitution (available on website)

II. Actions taken on behalf of presbytery:

N/A

III. Items for Information:
1. 2011 presbytery meetings will be on the dates shown below; business from the 219th General Assembly will be conducted as shown:

Sat. Feb. 5
       1st Kingwood  

New Form of Government









State of the Presbytery

Sat. June 11
       Spring Branch
  
Belhar Confession


Sat. Oct. 22
       Clear Lake 

Celebration of Service

2. Installation of Rev. Pat Clark as Moderator of the Presbytery of New Covenant will occur on December 5, 2010 at St. Stephen’s Presbyterian Church, by an Administrative Commission of the presbytery, if approved by the presbytery in the Omnibus Motion.

3. Church Officer Enrichment workshops will be held on Saturday, January 22, 2011 at St. Luke’s Presbyterian Church, Houston. Among the topics to be covered is the proposed New Form of Government, a revision to the current Book of Order, and the Belhar Confession, proposed for adoption to the Book of Confessions.


4. The final opportunity for session records review will immediately follow adjournment of the November 13, 2010, meeting of the presbytery at St. John’s Presbyterian Church.  Clerks participating in this review must pre-register with Janice Schessler (jschessler@pbyofnewcovenant.org).

5. The 2011 schedule for session records review will be mailed to all clerks of session in December, along with the workbook for submitting the Annual Statistical Report.
D

Committee on Ministry

Presbytery Report

November 13, 2010

I. Recommended Actions to Presbytery


See Omnibus Motion (B.1).  

II.  Actions taken on behalf of the presbytery:

     A.    Approved Pastoral Calls:

            1. Galen “Joe” MacDonald nominated to serve as Pastor of Livingston, First, effective 

                9/1/10; terms of call approved by COM on 6/26/10; sustained examination of the 
                Committee on Examinations 6/26/10; COM sustained the examination on 6/26/10; 
                Ordained 1970; Transferred from Shenango Presbytery; 
                Formal Education:  1968   BA - Bible and Psychology Gordon College, Weham, MA

                1970   MDiv - Gordon Conwell Theological Seminary, Hamilton, MA

                1990  MA - Clinical Psychology Edinboro University, Edinboro, PA,  
	     Salary      
	$43,000

	     Housing and Utility Allowance
	  12,000

	     Auto Allowance @IRS Rate
	    3,500

	     Board of Pensions @ Full 31 ½ %       plus dental
	  17,325

	     Leave Allowance         cumulative for 3 years
	    1,700

	     Study Leave                          cumulative for 3 years
	  2 weeks

	     Vacation
	  4 weeks

	     Moving Expenses
	

	     Annual Review
	


           2. Brent Hampton nominated to serve as pastor of Brenham Church effective 11/1/10; 

                terms of call approved by COM on 9/2/10; sustained examination of the Committee on 

                Examinations on 9/25/10; COM sustained the examination on 10/2/10.  Ordained 

                1999; Transferring from Mission Presbytery; 

                Formal Education:  1977   BA – History of Religions, Southern Methodist University

                1980   MA – International Business Management, University of Texas of Dallas      

                1999   MDiv – Austin Theological Seminary

	       Salary and Housing/Utility Allowance
	     $70,000

	       Auto Allowance
	    @ IRS Rate

	       Books, Professional Dues   
	         1,000

	       Board of Pensions Dues  full 31 ½ %
	       22,050

	       Study Leave Allowance  cumulative for 3 years
	         1,700

	       Study Leave    cumulative for 3 years
	      2 weeks

	       Vacation 
	      4 weeks*

	       Social Security Compensation up to 8.24
	         5,768

	       Annual Review
	

	         *Sabbatical Leave (3 months) to be considered after 6 years of 
            service.
	

	         *Also one time moving/housing allowance payment 
	       15,000


        3.  Jacqueline Hannan called to serve as pastor of Atascocita Church effective 9/1/10 

             (change from designated call to installed call) 

	        Salary
	$31,500.00

	        Housing and Utility Allowance
	  33,500.00

	        Auto Allowance @ IRS Rate
	    4,500.00

	        Books, Professional Dues
	       500.00

	        Board of Pensions Dues
	  20,475.00

	        Study Leave Allowance  cumulative for 3 years
	    1,500.00

	        Study Leave  cumulative for 3 years
	    2 weeks

	        Vacation
	    4 weeks

	        Social Security Compensation up to 8.24%
	    5,243.00

	        Annual Review
	


      4.  Margaret Desmond called to serve as pastor of Trinity, Port Neches, effective 8/1/10   

           (change from designated call to install call)
	        Salary
	$23,650.00

	        Housing and Utility Allowance
	  20,450.00

	        Auto Allowance @ IRS Rate
	             .50 per mile

	        Board of Pensions Dues
	  20,475.00

	        Study Leave Allowance  cumulative for 3 years
	    1,700.00

	        Study Leave  cumulative for 3 years
	    2 weeks

	        Vacation
	    4 weeks

	        Annual Review
	


           5.  James Currie called to serve as designated pastor of Pasadena, First, effective    

                11/1/10 for a 2 year designated term.
	          Salary
	$32,200

	          Housing Allowance
	  31,200 

	          Car Allowance
	   5,400

	          Book Allowance
	      300

	          Pension and Medical 
	 21,672

	          Continuing Education Allowance  cumulative for 3 years
	   1,500

	          Continuing Education
	 2 weeks

	          Vacation
	 4 weeks

	         Annual Review
B. Approved receiving the following Ministers

      1.  Leigh Wisner as Member at Large on 8/3/10;  sustained examination 

           by Committee on Examinations on 9/25/10;  COM sustained    
           examination 10/2/10.   Ordained 4/9/06; Transferring from Indian 

           Nations Presbytery; 
           Formal Education:  2001  BA - Religion & Philosophy, Austin College

           2006   MDiv - Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary 
      2.  Alice Geils Nord called to serve as Co-Interim Pastor at Houston, St. 

           Philip; contract approved by COM 7/8/10; sustained examination of 

           Committee on Examinations on 8/28/10; COM sustained examination 

           9/7/10. Ordained 5/7/99; Transferred from National Capitol Presbytery

           Formal Education: 1967  BS -  Community Recreation & Park  

           Administration, University of Illinois

           1992 -94  Austin Theological Seminary, Extension Courses

           1998  McCormick Theological Seminary, Chicago, IL, MDiv

     3.  Bernard “Bernie” Nord called to serve as Co-Interim Pastor at         

           Houston, St. Philip; contract approved by COM 7/8/10; sustained 

           examination of Committee on Examinations on 8/28/10; COM 

           sustained examination 9/7/10; Ordained 1967; Transferred from 

           National Capitol Presbytery; 
           Formal Education:1963   BA – Journalism, Penn State University          

          1963 -64   MA – Mass Communication Program University of 

             Wisconsin 

           1967  MDiv - Pittsburgh Theological Seminary
	


      C.  Approved Changes in Terms of Calls

           1.  Between Steven Spidell and Presbyterian Outreach to Patients effective 7/1/10 
	     Salary
	$36,893.00
	$38,497.00

	     Housing and Utilities Allowance
	  16,563.00
	  16,563.00

	     Books, Professional Dues
	    2,375.00
	    2,375.00

	     Board of Pensions Dues
	  16,839.00
	  17,344.00

	     Study Leave Allowance  cumulative for 3 yrs
	    2,200.00
	    1,500.00

	     Study Leave  cumulative for 3 years
	
	   2 weeks

	     Vacation
	
	   4 weeks

	     Social Security Compensation up to 8.24%
	    4,405.00
	    4,212.00

	     Annual Review
	
	


     2.  Between Blake Brinegar and Houston, Westminster effective 1/1/10

	     Salary
	$21,702.00
	$21,702.00

	     Housing and Utilities Allowance
	  18,000.00
	  18,000.00

	     Deferred Income
	       509.16
	       509.16

	     Auto Allowance @ IRS Rate
	    1,500.00
	    1,500.00

	     Books, Professional Dues
	       600.00
	       600.00

	     Board of Pensions Dues
	  13,156.00
	  13,156.00

	     Study Leave Allowance  cumulative for 3 yrs
	    1,680.00
	    1,680.00

	     Study Leave  cumulative for 3 years
	   2 weeks
	   2 weeks

	     Vacation
	   4 weeks
	   4 weeks

	     Social Security Compensation up to 8.24%
	    2,400.00
	    2,400.00

	     Annual Review
	
	


    D.  Approved dissolving pastoral relationships
          1.  Between Scott Cummings and Conroe, First, effective 8/1/10 

          2.  Between Mark Keffer and St. Andrew’s, Beaumont, effective 8/1/10 

          3.  Between Jim Gill and Tomball, First, effective 7/31/10 – designated call terminated 
   early.  Approved Dissolution Agreement.
         4.  Between Joe Hause and Galveston, West Isle, due to retirement, effective 6/30/10
     E.  Approved transfers of membership

          1.  Mark Keffer to Grace Presbytery effective 8/1/10 
          2.  Mira Chai from The Presbyterian Church in the Republic of Korea (PROK) 
               – pending sustaining examination by Committee on Examinations

          3.  Rebecca Harrison (HR) to Presbytery of San Francisco effective 8/3/10

     F.  Approved commissions to ordain and/or install

          1.  Mark Stoub as pastor of Bay City, First, to be held on 6/13/10 at 3 pm

               To preside and propound the constitutional questions:  Elder Garry Schoonover, 
                 Moderator NCP, Katy, Grand Lakes

               To preach the sermon:  The Rev. Helen DeLeon, Associate Pastor, Webster, Webster

               To charge the pastor:  Rev. Randy Frye, First Christian Church, Lockhart, TX

               To charge the congregation:  The Rev. Michael Sydnor, Interim Pastor, Alvin, First

               To complete the commission:  Elder Mary Taylor, Bay City, First; Elder Shallon  

               Barboya, Webster, Webster; and Elder Annie Breaker, Houston, Christ

          2.  Mark Smith as Commissioned Lay Pastor at Kingwood, First at 11:05 am on 6/27/10. 

               To constitute the commission:  Elder Garry Schoonover, Moderator NCP, Katy, Grand 
                Lakes, The Rev. Bryan Kile, HR NCP; The Rev. Tom Edwards, Associate Pastor, 
                Kingwood, First; Elder Dot Chapman, and Elder Rene Murphy, Houston, Grace.  

          3.   Laura Grice as Associate Pastor at Baytown, Faith at 10:30 am on 
                8/29/10

                To preside and propound the constitutional questions:  Elder Susan Wittjen, Former 
                   Moderator, NCP, LaMarque

                To preach the sermon:  The Rev. Richard Kleiman, Pastor, Baytown, Faith

                To charge the pastor:  The Rev. Mike Cole, General Presbyter NCP

                To charge the congregation:  The Rev. Jon Guyton, Member at Large NCP

                To complete the commission:  Elder Diana Corder, Baytown, Faith and The Rev. 
                  Wendy Bailey, Associate General Presbyter
     
4. To ordain Lindsay Hatch on 8/29/10 at Houston, Clear Lake at 2 pm 
                 To preside and propound the constitutional questions:  Former Elder Conner Nyquist, 
                   Houston, Clear Lake

                 To preach the sermon:  The Rev. Stephen Oglesbee, Houston, Clear Lake

                 To charge the pastor:  Elder Julie MacLemore, Houston, St. Philip

                 To charge the congregation:  Elder Judith Blanchard, Houston, Clear Lake

                 To complete the commission:  Elder Barry Webb, Pasadena, First; The Rev. Lal 
                   Hmingliani Browne, Member at Large NCP; The Rev. Katie Cummings, Associate 
                   Pastor, Houston, Grace and Elder James Bushong, Huntsville, First.

            5.  To install Jacqueline Hannan as pastor of Atascocita on 9/12/10 at 10:30 am 

                 To preside and propound the constitutional questions:  Moderator, Elder Garry 
                   Schoonover, Katy, Grand Lakes 

                 To preach the sermon:  The Rev. Gayle Grubbs, Honorably Retired NCP

                 To charge the pastor:  Elder Kip Miller, Lufkin, First

                 To charge the congregation:  Elder Mike McCormick, Atascocita

                 To complete the commission:  Elder John Castillo, Kingwood, First and The Rev. 
                   Louise Row, Honorable Retired, NCP.    
            6.  To install Scott Cummings as pastor of Peace, Pearland on 9/12/10 at 5 pm

                 To preside and propound the constitutional questions:  Moderator, Elder Garry 
                   Schoonover, Katy, Grand Lakes 

                 To preach the sermon:  The Rev. John Singleton, Pastor, Conroe, First

                 To charge the pastor:  The Rev. Jim Gill, Member at Large, NCP

                 To charge the congregation:  Elder Bart Henson, Houston, Memorial Drive

                 To complete the commission:  Elder Beth Croix, Pearland, Peace; The Rev. Lynn 
                  Hargrove, Pastor, Houston and Elder Annie Breaker, Houston, Christ.

            7.  To install Robert Bullock, Jr. as pastor of West Isle, Galveston on 8/22/10 at 4 pm – 
                 To preside and propound the constitutional questions:  Moderator, Elder Garry 
                   Schoonover, Katy, Grand Lakes 

                 To preach the sermon:  The Rev. Dr. David Jones, Pastor, The Woodlands

                 To charge the pastor:  The Rev. Dr. Tim Erskine, Eastminster, Marietta, GA

                 To charge the congregation:  The Rev. Mike Cole, General Presbyter, NCP

                 To complete the commission:  The Rev. Tim Bostick, Pastor, West Montgomery 
                    NCD; Elder David Sifuentes, Galveston, Emmanuel; Elder Frank Kay, Galveston, 
                    West Isle; The Rev. Lal Hmingliani Browne, Member at Large, NCP and Elder 
                    Gayle Smith, Houston, First

            8.  To install Margaret Desmond as pastor of Trinity, Port Neches on 9/12/10 at 11 am

                 To preside and propound the constitutional questions:  The Rev. Mike Cole, General 
                 Presbyter, NCP; The 

                 To preach the sermon:   Rev. Wendy Bailey, Associate General Presbyter, NCP

                 To charge the pastor:  Elder David Coles, Houston, Heritage

                 To charge the congregation:  Elder Sharon Darden, Houston, Pinecrest

                 To complete the commission:  Elder Ginger Broussard, Port Neches, Trinity and                  

                   Elder Bill Yoes, Beaumont, St. Andrew’s

9. To ordain to the office of minister of word and sacrament and installed as Chaplain  

                  of Holy Cross Medical Center in Mission Hills, CA in Presbytery of San Fernando,   

                  Christina Chambers on 10/24/10 at 8:15 am at First Presbyterian Church, Houston – 
                  To preside and propound the constitutional questions:  Elder Garry Schoonover, 
                    Moderator, Katy, Grand Lakes 

                  To preach the sermon:  The Reverend Bill Heston, Associate Pastor, Houston, First

                  To charge the pastor:  The Reverend Jon Crantz, Associate Pastor, Houston, First

                  To complete the commission:  Elder Bob Giles, Houston, Memorial Drive; The      

                    Reverend Helen DeLeon, Associate Pastor, Webster; and Elder Carrie Walker, 
                    Houston, University

             10. Install Galen “Joe” MacDonald as pastor of First Presbyterian Church, Livingston, 

        TX, on 10/24/10 at 3 pm 
                  To preside and propound the constitutional questions:  Elder Debbie Battise- 

                  Kleinman, Former Moderator, Livingston, Indian

                  To preach the sermon:  The Reverend Tomas Spath, Pastor, Crockett, First

                  To charge the pastor:  The Reverend Diane Prevary, Stated Clerk, NCP

                  To charge the congregation:  The Reverend Jacqueline Hannan, Pastor, Atascocita 

                  To complete the commission:  Elder Hershel Mackey, Livingston, First

     G.  Granted permission to labor in/out bound of NCP

           1. Alice Geils Nord new Interim Co-Pastor at Houston, St. Philip from National Capitol    

               Presbytery, until examination sustained and action of COM to transfer 

           2. Bernard Nord new Interim Co-Pastor at Houston, St. Philip from National Capitol  

               Presbytery, until examination sustained and action of COM to transfer 

           3. Stephen Newton, to labor in the bounds of Grace Presbytery to moderate the session
   of Pleasant Springs PC

           4. Leigh Wisner member in Oklahoma Presbytery, until examination sustained and action

               of COM to transfer

           5.  Robert Rush, (H.R., Cumberland Presbyterian Church) – former Stated Clerk of that 


    denomination, residing in Spring, TX

           6.  Vanessa Potter, Grace Presbytery to perform a wedding in Kingwood, TX
           7.  Rev. Carmen Fowler, Executive Director of the Presbyterian Layman, speaker at the
    New Wineskins Convocation, hosted by Windwood PC.    

           8.  Howard Reed, to serve as Interim at Immanuel United Church of Christ, Needville.  

H.  Approved additions to Pulpit Supply List  (all members of New Covenant, unless otherwise noted)
           1. Will Browne

           2. Hmingi Browne 

           3. Isabel Rivera-Velez (candidate under care New Covenant)
           4.  John Hirling 

           5.  Tim Galligan 

           6.  Leigh Wisner

           7.  Jim Gill
           8.  Robert Rush (H.R., Cumberland Presbyterian Church)

           9.  Whitney Wilkinson 
          10. Marcia Miscall 
I. Granted permission to elect APNCs
1. Houston, Memorial Drive permission to elect an APNC 

2. Houston, Grace – for two Associates Pastor positions
3. Conroe, First 
      J.  Appointed Liaisons
          1.  Tomball, First – David Coles  

          2.  Bellaire, ChristChurch   - David Coles 

          3.  Navasota, First – Shelley Hernandez
          4. Conroe, First – Steve Rehrig 

          5.  Houston, Memorial Drive – Kristy Vits

      K.  Appointed Moderators
          1.  Bellaire, ChristChurch - Lynn Hargrove 

          2.  Tomball, First – Jerry Hurst

          3.  Brenham - Diane Prevary

          4.  Orange, Drake Memorial – Mike Umbenhaur 

      L.  Approved closing positions
           1.  Associate Pastor, Brenham effective 4/11/10 
           2. Designated Co-Pastor, Galveston, West Isle effective 7/1/10
           3.  Associate Pastor position, Beaumont, St. Andrew’s, effective 8/10/10
      M.  Approved CIFs
          1.   Brenham (with revisions) 

          2.   Pasadena, First (Designated Pastor) 
          3.   Houston, First 

          4.   Lufkin, First (Designated Pastor – pending some changes)
          5.   Houston, Memorial Drive

      N.  Approved Renewal of Stated Supply Contracts

          1. Between Houston, Formosan and Michael Chen effective 1/1/10 for one year – 
             full time.

	       Salary
	$24,000
	$25,200

	       Housing Allowance
	  19,200
	  20,160

	       Auto Expense Reimbursement @ IRS Rate
	    3,000
	    3,000

	       Medical & Pension @ Full Rate
	  13,608
	  14,288.40

	       Study Leave Allowance
	    1,670
	    1,670

	       Study Leave Time
	  2 weeks
	  2 weeks

	       Vacation
	  4 weeks
	  4 weeks

	       Other: Books
	       500
	       500

	       Adm. Supply
	       400
	       400

	       Annual Review
	
	


          2. Between Jasper, First and Sharon Gazaway 6/1/10 – 9/30/10

	        Salary
	$60/Sunday*
	

	        Housing Allowance
	  140/Sunday*
	

	        *An additional payment of $100 ($70 Housing      

        Allowance and $30 salary) will be made for    

        each day the session requests the pastor’s   

        presence in the Jasper area during the week.
	
	

	        Annual Review
    3. Between Becky Downs and Sealy, First effective 9/1/10 for 6 months ¼ time.

          Salary

$1,000 monthly

          Housing Allowance

  1,000 monthly

          Vacation

 2 weeks


	
	


      O.  Approved Interim Pastor Contract

          1.  Between Alice Geils Nord and Houston, St. Philip part time 1 year 8/16/10 – 8/15/10
	         Salary and Housing Allowance
	$43,354.00

	         Social Security Supplement
	    3,317.00

	         Auto Expense Reimbursement @ IRS Rate
	    3,000.00

	         Medical & Pension @ Full Rate
	  13,656.00

	         Study Leave Allowance
	       900.00

	         Study Leave Time
	  2 weeks

	         Vacation
	  4 weeks

	         Moving Costs
	Actual Expenses

	         Annual Review
	


           2.  Between Bernard Nord and Houston, St. Philip part time 1year 8/16/10 – 8/15/11
	          Salary and Housing Allowance
	$43,354.00

	          Social Security Supplement
	    3,317.00

	          Auto Expense Reimbursement @ IRS Rate
	    3,000

	          Medical & Pension @ Full Rate
	    5,202.00

	          Study Leave Allowance
	       900.00

	          Study Leave Time
	  2 weeks

	          Vacation
	  4 weeks

	          Moving Costs
	 Actual Expenses

	          Annual Review
	


           3.  Between Livingston, First and Marcia Miscall to extend one month 

      P.  Approved Job Description for Interim Pastor at Alvin, First 

      Q.  Approved New Church Development contracts

            1.  Between Timothy Bostick and NCP – W Montgomery for 12 months - 7/1/10 – 
                 6/30/11
	           Salary
	$34,505.00

	           Housing Allowance
	  35,020.00

	           Auto Expense Reimbursement 
	  @ IRS Rate

	           Medical & Pension @ Full Rate 31.5%
	  21,552.75

	           Study Leave Allowance   cumulative for 3 years
	   2,400

	           Study Leave Time
	  2 weeks

	           Vacation
	  4 weeks

	           Annual Review
	


            2.  Between Shawn Kang and NCP – Houston, Pathways for 12 months – 7/1/10 – 

                 6/30/11
	           Salary
	$24,090.41

	           Housing Allowance
	  22,603.35

	           Auto Expense Reimbursement 
	  @ IRS Rate

	           Medical & Pension @ Full Rate 31.5%
	  14,709.48

	            Study Leave Allowance   cumulative for 3 years
	    3,847.98

	            Study Leave Time
	  2 weeks

	            Vacation
	  4 weeks

	            Annual Review
	


             3.  Between Peter Lee and NCP – Hansarang, College Station for 6 months – 7/1/10 – 
                  12/31/10

	            Salary
	$  5,533.00

	            Housing Allowance
	  14,500.00

	            Auto Expense Reimbursement 
	  @ IRS Rate

	            Medical & Pension @ Full Rate 31.5%
	   7,037.00

	            Study Leave Allowance   cumulative for 3 years
	   1,433.00

	            Study Leave Time
	  2 weeks

	            Vacation
	  4 weeks

	            Annual Review
	


             4.  Between Atilano Muradas and NCP – Houston, Brazilian for 12 months – 7/1/10 – 
                  6/30/11
	            Salary
	$18,540.00

	            Housing Allowance
	  21,630.00

	            Auto Expense Reimbursement 
	  @ IRS Rate

	            Medical & Pension @ Full Rate 31.5%
	  12,848.00

	            Dental
	       900.00

	            Study Leave Allowance   cumulative for 3 years
	    1,464.00

	            Study Leave Time
	  2 weeks

	            Vacation
	  4 weeks

	            Annual Review
	

	       5.  Between Aluu Nnali and NCP – Houston, First             

            African for 12 months 7/1/10 – 6/30/11 ½ time 
            Salary
	 $ 7,000.00

	            Housing Allowance
	  14,100.00

	            Social Security
	    1,740.00

	            Auto Expense Reimbursement 
	  @ IRS Rate

	            Medical & Pension @ Full Rate 31.5%
	    7,080.00

	            Study Leave Allowance   cumulative for 3 years
	    1,500.00

	            Study Leave Time
	  2 weeks

	            Vacation
	  4 weeks

	            Annual Review
	


              6.  Between Daniel Nguyen and NCP – Houston, Bellaire Vietnamese for 12 months 
                   7/1/10 – 6/30/11
	             Salary
	$20,600.00

	             Housing Allowance
	  23.896.00

	             Auto Expense Reimbursement 
	  @ IRS Rate

	             Medical & Pension @ Full Rate 31.5%
	  14,016.00

	             Study Leave Allowance   cumulative for 3 years
	    1,720.00

	             Study Leave Time
	  2 weeks

	             Vacation
	  4 weeks

	             Annual Review
	


              7.  Between Aurelio Rodriguez Ordas and NCP – Houston, Iglesia Cristiania Latina for 
                   6 months 7/1/10 – 12/31/10
	             Salary
	$17,338.00

	             Housing Allowance
	  20,000

	             Auto Expense Reimbursement 
	  @ IRS Rate

	             Medical & Pension @ Full Rate 31.5%
	  11,761.00

	             Dental
	       800.00

	             Study Leave Allowance   cumulative for 3 years
	   1,420

	             Study Leave Time
	  2 weeks

	             Vacation
	  4 weeks

	             Annual Review
	


              8.  Between Tim Phillips and NCP – The Multicultural Café for 12 months 7/1/10 –             

                   6/30/11
	             Salary
	$32,500.00

	             Housing Allowance
	  32,500.00

	             Dental
	    1,217.00

	             Auto Expense Reimbursement @ IRS Rate
	    5,000.00

	             Medical & Pension @ Full Rate 31.5%
	  20,475.00

	             Study Leave Allowance   cumulative for 3 years
	    1,700.00

	             Study Leave Time
	  2 weeks

	             Vacation
	  4 weeks

	             Annual Review
        9.  Between Ebenezer Darko Boateng and CP/NCD for one year The NCD 
            committee of NCP is not able to offer financial assistance.  This is a non-        

            paid, tent-maker position.
	


      R.  Approved renewal of Commissioned Lay Pastor contract 

           1.  Bob David and NCP – Houston, Restoration Fellowship for 12 months 7/1/10 –  

                6/30/11that he be granted the following functions: baptism, Lord’s Supper, voice and 
                vote at presbytery meetings and perform marriages;  no moderating of the 
                session/there is no session to moderate.   
2.  Between Debbie Kleinman and Livingston, Indian for one year 5/10/10 – 5/11/11and 
                that she be granted permission to perform the following functions:  Baptism, Lord’s 
                Supper, Moderator Session, Voice in Presbytery Meeting, Vote in Presbytery Meeting                 

                and Perform Marriages.

3.Between Phoy Vorabouth and Houston, First Lao for three years 1/1/10 – 12/31/12        

                and that he be granted permission to perform the following functions:  Baptism, Lord’s 
                Supper, Moderator Session, Voice in Presbytery Meeting, Vote in Presbytery Meeting 
                and Perform Marriages.
       S.  Approved Temporary Supply Contract 

           1.  Between Jim Currie and Pasadena, First for 3 months 7/16/10 – 10/15/10

	          Salary
	$  7,800.00

	          Housing Allowance
	    7,800.00

	          Auto Expense Reimbursement 
	    1,350.00

	          Books
	       150.00

	          Medical & Pension @ Full Rate 31.5%
	  15,600.00

	          Study Leave Allowance   cumulative for 3 years
	       150.00

	          Study Leave Time
	  As needed

	          Vacation
	  As needed

	          Annual Review
	


       T.  Approved Changes in Terms of Call

           1. Cassandra Dahnke and Houston, Woodforest as a part-time position.

	      Salary
	  $ 3,000
	  $ 3,000

	      Housing and Utility Allowance
	    15,600
	   18,000

	      Auto Allowance
	@ IRS Rate
	 @ IRS Rate

	      Books, Professional Dues
	      2,000
	     1,000

	      Board of Pensions Dues  full 31 ½ %
	         847.23 mo
	         910.23 mo

	      Study Leave Allowance cumulative for 3yrs
	      1,000
	      1,000

	      Study Leave    cumulative for 3 years
	      3 weeks
	     3 weeks

	      Vacation - *Pastor is allowed 6 additional     

      Sundays, not having to fill the pulpit
	      4 weeks*
	     4 weeks*

	      Annual Review
	
	


      U.  Validated call for candidate under the care of the presbytery

          1.  Lindsay Hatch called as pastor of Mt. Zion Presbyterian Church, Sandy Springs, SC, 
               Presbytery of the Foothills
          2.  Christina Chambers called to serve as chaplain at Holy Cross Medical Center in 
               Mission Hills, CA in Presbytery of San Fernando

      V.  Approved Interim Pastor Contract


1.  Between Mary Currie and Navasota, First for one year effective 9/1/10 – 9/1/11, part- 

                  time 20 hours per week.        

	       Salary
	$10,060 

	       Housing Allowance
	  12,000

	       Auto Allowance
	  Up to 500 per month

	       Board of Pensions Dues
	    6,948.90

	       Educational Allowance
	    1,450

	       Education Leave
	2 weeks/1Sunday

	       Vacation
	4 weeks



 2. Between John Hirling and Bellaire, ChristChurch for 12 months effective 10/11/10 – 


    10/10/11

	          Salary
	$33,000

	          Housing Allowance
	  22,000 

	          Social Security Supplement
	    4,207.50

	          Car Allowance
	 Per IRS

	          Book Allowance
	       300

	          Pension and Medical 
	  17,325

	          Continuing Education Allowance  (cum.for 3 years)
	   1,700

	          Continuing Education
	 2 weeks

	          Vacation
	 4 weeks

	          Dental
	


         W.   Approved assessing Elder Peter Holmes (Tiki Island Chapel) as ready to be examined 
                to be a Commissioned Lay Pastor by the Committee on Examinations

         X.    Approved Marge Chamberlain to move forward in the Commission Lay Pastor process.
         Y.    Received Lay Pastor Annual Reports

           

1.  Jane Whitney 

            
2.  Debbie Kleinman  

            
3.  Phoy Vorabouth

          Z.    Received letter from Marcia Miscall that she will be contracting with Atascocita 
                 Presbyterian Church to work as their DCE.

        AA.   Endorsed the restoration of ordination of Paul Alexander to ministry of W&S by Indian 

                 Nations Presbytery.

        BB.  Granted permission to elect a PNC

1.  Houston, St. Philip
        CC. Renewal of Interim Pastor Contract

           

1.  Between Bob Murphy and Sugar Land, First – referred back to church for them to 
                
make corrections.

III. Items for Information:

A. The committee met on June 1, 2010; August 3, 2010; September 7, 2010; and 
     
October 5, 2010
B.  Church Professional Retreat will be held May 3-5, 2011

C.  Reception and commissioning held for Jacob and Aliamma George who will be 

      
serving as Missionaries in Sudan.   Rev. George will train pastors and students at 

      
the Presbyterian Church – Giffen Bible School in Malakal.    He and his wife, 

      
Aliamma will also travel across southern Sudan teaching community health       

      
education and evangelism.   They will be leaving in mid-November.   
D.  November 16th luncheon for retired church professionals at Houston, St. Philip at 
     
11:30 am.

Statements of Faith

Robert S. Bullock, Jr. 
I believe in the triune God of the Bible, revealed relationally as God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. “In the past God spoke to our forefathers through the prophets at many times and in various ways, but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, who he appointed heir of all things, and through whom he made the universe. The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of his being, sustaining all things by his powerful work. After he had provided purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty in heaven.” (Hebrews 1:1-3)

The Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments are God’s Word written that bear eloquent witness to God’s Word living in our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. God the Holy Spirit inspires the written Word in its teaching and preaching and bears witness to the living Word through whom we know God best. The Bible as God’s Word written, is God’s revelation of timeless truth.

I marvel that the mighty creator of the universe condescends to dwell among us. The Old Testament explains the wonder of it all, that the holy and sovereign God of the universe desires contact with his flawed creation. The Bible tells us that this majestic God, who has the amazing capacity for unlimited contact with humankind, has adopted us as people of faith. It tells us that he calls us into a personal relationship that issues from a covenant of grace that is all his doing from beginning to end. I find it amazing that God knows us intimately and still wants to know us personally. The fact is that in a world of six and a half billion people, God knows each of our names.

Like the Old, the New Testament tells us of a Father with a limitless appetite for loving us unconditionally. Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ vividly demonstrates this in his life and teaching, and through the promise of eternal life which is ours through his death and resurrection. Hence, Christ is the centerpiece and focal point of our faith. The fact is that Jesus expresses the essence of God and his amazing love for us in a way that we cannot misconstrue.

It is through the ministry of the Holy Spirit that all that the Father has done for us in Jesus is applied personally to our lives. The experience of forgiveness, assurance of pardon, and the promise of new life both now and to come are sealed in us through the gracious ministry of the Spirit. The Spirit inspires and empowers us to live life more deeply and enables us to become fully human and to aspire to live as people who have come to realize that they belong to God. 

The Church, both through its individual members and collectively as the Body of Christ on earth, is a work in progress. Spiritual growth like ministry in and through a particular congregation requires time and great patience. Progress in both comes as we mature spiritually which in itself is a process of learning to cooperate with God’s presence in our lives. It is exciting that Christ calls us into a partnership of sharing in his ministry and message in and to the world. “Being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 1:6)

Bernard W. Nord
I believe in God the creator, maker of heaven, earth and all things in between and beyond.

And I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only off-spring as well as God’s very self. I believe, yes I do:

· That Jesus was somehow divinely conceived by way of the mysterious and unexplainable involvement of God’s Spirit, 

· That Jesus was born of Mary of ancient Nazareth,

· That Jesus brought a new teaching into creation, one (and the only one) with authority over all other things, 

· That Jesus suffered and died,

· That Jesus descended into hell, taking with him and leaving there all things that would otherwise eternally separate creation’s members from God the creator and one another; 

· That he rose from death and hell’s prison, becoming Christ Jesus and thereby assuring all who will accept it the same freedom,

· That he ascended to the creator and resumed eternal authority with God the creator -- authority to see, judge, and love all creation and all of us in it, now, in the past, and forever into the future.

I also believe in and believe I experience:

· The presence and work of the Holy Spirit, the third person of the Trinity and also, with Christ Jesus, God the creator’s very self.

· The church that, even in its brokenness, is holy, one, and the body of the risen Christ.

· The communion of saints, both in this church and in the church triumphant.

· The forgiveness of sins, both mine and those of the rest of creation.

· Resurrection -- oh, yes, resurrection -- both daily and even moment by moment sometimes – giving assurance that, one day in “that great gettin’ up mornin’,” I and all of creation’s members will experience “glad heavenly reunion” with all whom we have ever loved, or tried to, fully and without out the blemish of illness, ill temper, aging, or any other shortcoming that has been a symptom of our fallen nature.

GALEN (JOE) MACDONALD

I believe in the one and only Holy God of the universe who expresses Himself in three persons as the Trinity (tri-unity). As God the Father He is the creator and sustainer of all things and sovereignly governs all of creation by His perfect and Holy will.
Though all things were created and declared “good”(perfect) by His spoken Word including man as the crown of His creation and His image bearer, man’s willful disobedience and rebellion through Adam and Eve as humankind’s universal head ushered in the pollution of all creation with sin and death which we refer to as the Fall.
This sin which resulted in death and decay also separated sinful man from a Holy  God and the intimate love relationship that God intended for humankind to share with Himself was completely destroyed with no possible means of restoration on man’s part.
However, God Himself provided the only possible solution to the restoration of God and man’s relationship. God, in His expression as the second person of the Deity, Jesus the Christ, emptied himself(Phil. 2), became fully a man  even as He was fully God. He was born in a manger to a virgin, grew in the home of a carpenter, ministered to the spiritual and physical needs of humanity with a band of disciples. He died on a Cross as a Holy Sacrifice and Substitute, removing the power and penalty of sin and reconciling God to man and man to God. In His resurrection the work of redemption was complete in that the curse or “sting” of death was removed and replaced by the hope and reality of the resurrection of the believer to eternal life.

When Jesus ascended into heaven God expressed Himself as the third person of the Trinity, the Holy Spirit. He is the universal presence of Christ in the world. He is the source of power, conviction, guidance, comfort and leading of God for the believer. He is also the “arabon” (engagement ring or seal of promise) of the destiny of God’s people. (II Cor. 1:22).
The holy catholic (universal) Church is the Bride of Christ and the Body of Christ to accomplish the work of Christ in the world. Every believer is a member of that Body and Jesus Christ is the head.
I believe in the scriptures of the Old and New Testaments to be the fully inspired revelation of God and His Truth and the basis of all faith and practice for the Church. I believe in the sacraments of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper to be the special means of grace for both the expression of the New Covenant in Christ and remembrance of its institution.

I believe in return of Jesus Christ to the world as triumphant King and Judge of the world; and though no one knows the day nor the hour I personally am convinced that His return is immanent.

Leigh Wisner    

I believe in One God, who expresses Himself/Herself in three persons. I believe that a mutual indwelling of reconciling love permeates the relationships between Father/Mother, Son, and Holy Spirit. I believe that the inclusive, non-hierarchical love that characterizes the relationships of the members of the Trinity is expansive. Reaching outward, God’s love overflowed in the act of creation. Through creating humankind in God’s image, God’s continual provision for, and God’s redemption of creation, it became the external basis, or expression, of God’s covenant love. Because all of creation and all living things have been hallowed by God’s entering into creation in the person of Jesus Christ, God has offered covenant relationship as the chief goal or highest end of humanity. Although God created all living things to coexist in mutuality, humankind rebelled against their creator, choosing to pursue ends outside the scope of God’s love. Humankind in this sinful state attempted to justify themselves and their own sin, thereby further condemning themselves, but God in God’s freedom chose to redeem them by entering into all of their finitude, and sin, assuming the human existential predicament in the person of Jesus. God emptied God’s self in the person of Jesus of Nazareth “taking the form of a slave,” offering himself as the atoning sacrifice for our sins, Christ “was obedient even unto death, even death on a cross.” (Phil 2) 


Thus, God in the person of Jesus Christ reveals to us the scope of God’s self-giving love. Jesus also shows us the nature of a life lived in conformity to God. Jesus ate with tax collectors, forgave sinners, healed, and reconciled lepers to community. God in the form of Jesus Christ shows us that the Lord has become servant and the servant, Lord. Jesus models for us radical inclusivity and availability to God and neighbor by living out the resurrected life. Jesus shows us the pattern of the resurrected life, our chief goal, and humanity’s highest end, to love and serve God and our neighbor by giving ourselves in self-giving love to God and one another.        


The Spirit was present at creation, hovering upon the waters, separating the dark from the light. Throughout salvation history, the Spirit of the Living God brought order and disorder to the nation of Israel in the form of prophets and judges who exercised leadership and discipline when Israel was not living into the fullness of its covenant relationship to God and others. The Spirit infused Christ’s ministry, making him known to his disciples along the Emmaus Road as the resurrected Lord only after he broke bread. Christ gave this same Spirit to his disciples, and the Spirit disclosed its fullness in tongues of fire and a multiplicity of languages at Pentecost. This same Spirit is present and active in the church today, binding believers together in the universal church of every time and place. This Spirit assures us of our forgiveness and place within the community of reconciled sinners, the church. The same Spirit engrafts us through the waters of Baptism into the church. This Spirit knows us, discerning the secret thoughts and inclinations of our hearts. The Spirit reveals to us our most intimate longing to behold and be held by our creator. This Spirit intercedes on our behalf with “groans to deep” to hear. (Rom 8: 26) This Spirit prays for us, and this Spirit gives us to courage to pray for one another and for the coming of Christ’s kingdom without ceasing.  
[image: image2.emf]
W. BRENT HAMPTON 
I believe in One God in three persons: Father/ Parent, Son, and Holy Spirit—creator, sustainer and redeemer. Each person of the Trinity is of the same “substance”, the same underlying reality (ὁμοούσιον) as God.  

God created the universe.  Humankind—male and female—was made in the image of God, but fell through disobedience to God. I affirm with Calvin (contra Barth) that the imago dei was distorted as a result of sin, rather than obliterated. Even so, all of humankind has sinned, and all of parts of humanity, individually and collectively, are tainted by sin. Humanity is thus in need of God’s redemptive grace. To this end God has chosen in perfect freedom (Barth) to be with us in the historical personage of Jesus Christ, and through the on-going presence of the Paraclete. Thus does the Holy Spirit—proceeding from both the First and Second Persons of the Trinity—carry out the work of illumination of humanity and the regeneration of the imago dei through the gift of faith, such regeneration reaching completion in eternity rather than in temporality.  
We are reconciled with God only by God’s grace, not by any merit or works of our own. We are justified (made right) by the grace of God, not because we loved God first, but because God first loves us. Christian faith is a key element in our relationship with God. Faith is a gift of the Spirit, and is a radically different way of  engaging the world, which neither denies an empirical apprehension of reality, nor is subservient to it. I hold faith and interpretive reason to be in dialectical relationship in human life (Ricoeur), where each influences and engages the other. Questioning and struggle are part of faith lived as essential elements of the Christian life. 

God has sanctified us as a holy people.  In this are we called to be not only “doers of the word” but also “poets of the word” (both derived from the term poihtai. lo,gou in James 1:22), weaving together faith and works creatively with a lightness of spirit. We are called to service in “compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience” (Colossians 3:12).  In this do we carry out the responsibilities of the elect, for we are elected to salvation by this Triune God by means of Christ and in Christ (Barth; Ephesians 1:4 evn auvtw ) the very One who died for us. Election is a mystery, similar to that of the Incarnation, in whom we have both electing God and elected human in Jesus Christ (Barth). In this election, we are called to promote justice, diversity, inclusiveness, discipleship, and peace. We are called to care and concern for all of God’s creation as responsible stewards.  

The special and redemptive work of God is made known to us through the Scriptures, the books of the Old and New Testament, as illuminated by the Holy Spirit. These texts are the canon (rule) of the witnesses to God’s revelation to humanity, supremely in Jesus Christ. Scripture is true and contains truth—including poetic, interpretive, metaphorical, narrative, and literal (factual) truth. While subject to human limitations and error—both in its accounts and  interpretations—in its essentials Scripture is reliable as accounts of God’s reaching to  humanity, culminating in the historical person of Jesus Christ, His resurrection, and the promise of new life. 

I believe in two Sacraments commanded by our Lord, and in the real presence of Christ through the power of the Holy Spirit. Baptism is the sign and seal of our entry into covenant relationship with God through Jesus Christ. The living water becomes a symbol of our death and resurrection with Christ. The Lord’s Supper establishes the mystical presence of Christ which binds us all together in Christian community and remembrance. In this sacrament, the bread and wine become symbols of the body and blood of Jesus Christ, given in the atonement Christ made for us. The sacramental elements—water, wine, and bread—do not physically change, but become symbols participating in the divine reality to which they point (Calvin). Such symbols are established by God, and operate through the real presence of Christ through the Holy Spirit. 

I affirm the Great Ends of the Church, viz., to proclaim the Gospel; shelter and nurture God’s people; maintain divine worship; preserve the truth; promote social righteousness; and exhibit the Kingdom of God in the world.  To these Great Ends women and men are called equally as full partners in the Gospel and officers of the church.  

I believe in order to understand, but I am a person of faith seeking understanding. I am a sinner of God’s own redemption; a pilgrim reformed, but always reforming; in need of God’s constant grace, mercy, and love. 
BIOGRAPHICAL FOR RETIREES
Frederick “Rick” Elliott, III


Rick was born Frederick B. Elliott III in Passaic, NJ August 4, 1945. While an infant the family moved to Lufkin where Rick grew up and graduated from high school. During High school he was an all-state piccolo player.  He was graduated from University of North Carolina—Chapel Hill with Phi Beta Kappa honors, the history honorary fraternity and the German honorary fraternity.


Rick went directly to Austin Presbyterian theological Seminary in Austin. Later he worked in the D.Min program at Perkins School of Theology (SMU). During his time at Austin Seminary, he took an intern program teaching English and German at a Japanese college. He returned to Texas where the Duncanville public schools begged him to teach German.  He met his future spouse, Barbara Perry while in Dallas.  They were married in January,’72 and immediately returned to Austin to finish his seminary program. He was ordained in June 1973 and served pastorates in Hurst, TX, Dallas, Claremore, OK and Texas City.  In December 1991 Barbara died after a long battle with diabetes.


By Easter of 1999 Rick was suffering with some serious health problems including diabetes.  He was granted disability.  He continues to fill in for congregations when their minister is gone or don’t have a minister, also known as hit-and-run preaching.


For fun Rick travels.  He’s been to Israel, Slovenia, Spain, Italy, Scandinavia, England, Soviet Union, Mexico, Egypt, China and numerous car treks around the United States. Lately Rick has been taking cruises: Alaska, Hawaii, Caribbean, Mexico, Transatlantic, Greek Isles, Baltic and one in SE Asia.  He is an avid bridge player of regional renown.


In February of this year his first book was published, Faith Journeys of the Heart. It’s a short story collection that tries to explore emotional passages of the Bible and interpret them by short stories.

Joseph William Wade

God Works in mysterious ways.  That I survived childbirth, let alone become a Presbyterian minister is an unusual story.  I was born December 3, 1945, seven weeks premature, weighing only 3 lbs. 1 oz.  I also had a collapsed lung.  My son Stephen, a neonatologist, said that at that time it was fairly rare for a child to survive those conditions.  My father was a career naval officer, so by the time I was 18 mos. old I was living in Shanghai, China.  I lived there until a week before my 3rd birthday, when my mother and I were evacuated, because of the communist revolution.  I had been reared by our cook, Huang, a former Buddhist monk, so I returned to the U.S. speaking fluent Shanghainese for a 3 year-old and very poor English. 

When I was 4, I almost died of bronchial pneumonia, which led to a childhood of chronic bronchial asthma.  I was fortunate that I was never treated as a sickly child, and while I spent numerous hours in a steam filled bathroom, to loosen the congestion in my lungs, I had what seemed to me a normal childhood.  

By the time I was a senior in high school, and living at N.A.S. Patuxent River, Md., I had a Presidential Appointment to the Naval Academy.  However because in 1963 the service academies required 20/20 vision, and without glasses I couldn’t see past “E” on the eye chart, I could not be admitted to Annapolis.  I went to The University of Oklahoma instead. 

During my sophomore year in college, I had a very meaningful conversation with Ken Fever, the senior pastor of 1st Presbyterian Church, in Norman Okla.  Between Dr. Fever and his brother Dr. Clayton Fever, my major philosophy professor, my eyes were opened to the world according to Paul Tillich, Dietrich Bonheoffer, Reinhold Niebuhr, and other major theologians.  I got to meet and have discussions with Thomas J.J. Altizer, and Bishop James Pike.  I decided to attend seminary, choosing Union in New York over Yale Divinity School.

I attended Union from 1967 to 1971 during turbulent times. I majored in psychiatry and religion.  After graduation, I moved to Houston and the Institute of Religion, where I did a post graduate internship in pastoral counseling at T.R.I.M.S.  I was ordained in October 1972, and received a call as Associate Minister at Webster Presbyterian Church.  There I continued my relationship with the Institute of Religion, working with Ron Sunderland teaching Lay Ministry and Pastoral Classes on a number of occasions at General Theological Seminary in New York.  While I was at Webster I began studying Family Therapy and began my own family.

In 1977 I received a call to be a staff therapist at The Center for Counseling in Houston.  I would eventually become Director of Training, and ran a training program which received interns from various graduate programs in psychology, social work, counseling, and family therapy.  During that time I became an AAMFT Approved Supervisor, and licensed as a Social Psychotherapist which would transform into a Licensed Professional Counselor.  In 1992 I would become licensed as a Marriage and Family Therapist, become an LPC and LMFT supervisor, remarry and begin studying with some of the most notable therapists in the country.  My wife, Carol Kershaw and I were awarded the rights to begin a Milton Erickson Institute in Houston.  I have ministered doing therapy and conducting workshops for therapists and the general public throughout the U.S. At the time I am writing this, the book Carol and I have written, and will be published by W.W. Norton, is about 80% edited, and should be published in 2011.  The working title is Brain Change Therapy: Clinical Interventions for Self-Transformation.  I am a Parish Associate at St. Luke’s Pres., preach at various churches, and have moderated the session at St. Luke’s.  My three children are grown and married, (5 grandchildren).  Chris is an attorney, Stephen a neonatologist, and Tiffany a Ph.D. student at the London School of Economics.

MARCIA MISCALL
All my life I have been asked where I’m from, and it’s never been an quick question to answer.  Do you want to know where I was born?  The answer is Syracuse, NY.  Are you asking where I grew up?  Besides Syracuse, that would be Charlestown and Point Pleasant, WV; Linden, NJ; McMurray, PA, and Aiea, Oahu, HI.  The next question is always, “Was your father in the military?” and I answer that he built boilers for power plants.  

Sometimes the where are you from question means where did you go to school and I tell folks, “Westminster College in New Wilmington, PA., one of our Presbyterian colleges .  And I went to Pittsburgh Theological Seminary.”  I was ordained in 1973 at age 24, the first woman ordained in Washington, Presbytery.  I was ordained in the old northern church and when we talked about reunion it was when we joined with the old U.P.s to form the U.P.C.U.S.A.  I never met a Southern Presbyterian until the 1980’s when I was living in Minnesota.  There was 1 person in our church who had come from the PCUS in Georgia.  He and his wife were great  and were working with the Jr. High youth group and I figured that if all the southern Presbyterians were like Mac Lumpkin I would certainly want our denominations to join, so I voted for the 1983 reunion. 

In later years the question about where I’m from has meant, “where have you served in ministry and/or in what presbyteries have you been a member?”  I tell people I have been the most blessed of pastors because I have had the opportunity to do ministry in a variety of places and settings and have seen God at work in them all.  I worked with pregnant teenagers as the assistant director of a maternity home in Pittsburgh that was sponsored by Catholic Social Service.  In Tuba City, Arizona I lived on the Navajo reservation and besides being the assistant pastor of a church of 66 members, I was the co-coordinator for over 600 children in government boarding schools who were part of weekly Christian education programs.  From there I went to Rochester, Minnesota, home of the Mayo Clinic, where I was the associate pastor for education for a large downtown church.  Then I went to Fremont, Ohio where I was the solo pastor of a small congregation in a blue-collar community.  My next call was to Downingtown, PA where I served again as an associate pastor, doing both education and mission outreach. 

 As the bumper sticker says, I wasn’t born in Texas, but I got here as fast as I could.  In 1990 I moved to San Antonio were I served as associate at Holy Trinity Presbyterian Church.  (There someone asked where I was from and I replied, “up north.”  His reply was, “Oh, the Dallas area.”)  From there I went to be pastor of New Hope Presbyterian Church in Katy where I served over 9 years.  After a brief time with CanCare of Houston, I started doing interim ministry.  This seemed to be a natural for a person experienced in moving, meeting new people and doing things in a variety of ways.  I served at Westminster Presbyterian in Houston, First Presbyterian in McAllen, Central Presbyterian in Paris and First in Livingston.  I’ve been a member of the presbyteries of Washington, Grand Canyon, Twin Cities, Maumee Valley, Donegal, Mission, Grace and New Covenant (twice).  I’ve done mission work trips from Appalachia to Alaska.  I’ve done volunteer service in New York, Northern Ireland and Russia.  

Now I’m retiring.  I moved to Bryan in September but I’ll probably move again.  Wherever I’ve been I have tried to serve faithfully, remembering that God makes a home with us where ever we are and that eventually we will have a heavenly home.                                                     

[KEN JACK’S BIO WILL APPEAR IN THE FEBRUARY PACKET]

E

Committee on Preparation for Ministry
Presbytery Report

November 13, 2010
1.  RECOMMENDATIONS FOR PRESBYTERY ACTIONS:

      a.  The committee recommends and moves that David Augustus (Houston, First) be 

           moved to the candidacy phase of preparation. 

      b.  The committee recommends and moves that the constitutional requirement of 

            G-14.0450b (graduation from an accredited college or university) be waived for 

           AnneMarie Wallace (Houston, First).
      c.  The committee recommends and moves that AnneMarie Wallace (Houston, First) be 

           moved to the candidacy phase of preparation.

      d.  The committee recommends and moves that Anthony Ceder (Houston, First) be 

           moved to the candidacy phase of preparation. 

2.  ACTIONS TAKEN ON BEHALF OF THE PRESBYTERY:    

           May 8, 2010 Meeting
     a.   Approved that CPM pay for Isabel Rivera-Velez (Galveston, Emmanuel) registration 

           fees to take the ordination exams.

     b.  Approved the request and job description for Shane Webb (Pasadena, First) to do CPE 

     Chaplain Resident at Seton Family of Hospitals.

     June 12, 2010 Meeting
d.  Granted Charlie Becker Horn (Lufkin, First) permission to do a yearlong CPE at 

     Baptist Health Service in San Antonio.

e.  Approved enrolling Victor Harris (Houston, First) as an inquirer.

     July 17, 2010 Meeting
f.  Approved annual consultation for Selena Brinegar (Houston, Memorial Drive) and that 

     she continue in the process.

g.  Granted Martin Garner (The Woodlands) permission to take ordination exams.

h. Approved that Martin Garner (The Woodlands) doing a SPM in a traditional setting that 

    differs from the large church experience he has in the past.

i.  Approved annual consultation for  Jody Maas (Missouri City, Southminster) and that he 

    continue in the process.

j.  Approved annual consultation for Charles Kelley (Houston, St. Philip) and that he 

    continue in the process.

k.  Granted Jody Maas  (Missouri City, Southminster) permission to come back before the 

     committee in six months to move to candidacy.

           September 11, 2010 Meeting
      l.  Approved  annual consultation for Martin Garner (The Woodlands) and that he    

           continue in the process.

      m.   Approved annual consultation for Sally Wright (College Station) and that she continue 

            in the process.

      n. Approved annual consultation for Ashley Stevenson (Houston, First) and that she 

           continue in process.

      o.  Approved internship job description for Shelley Homeyer (Houston, First).
      p.  Granted AnneMarie Wallace (Houston, First) permission to work at First Presbyterian 

           Church, Houston and approved the job description.

      q.  Approved CPE for Elizabeth Cluff (Bryan, First).
      r.  Approved job description for Jody Maas (Missouri City, Southminster). 

      s.  Approved endorsing Shane Webb (Pasadena, First) for the PCUSA Worshiping 

          Community – International Mission Service.

      t.  Granted Charlie Becker Horn (Lufkin, First) permission to come back before the 

          committee in six months (November) to move to candidacy.

      s.  Granted David Augustus (Houston, First) permission to take ordination exams.

      u.  Approved recommending to General Council that the Lay Pastor Subcommittee of 

           Committee on Ministry move to Committee on Preparation for Ministry, pending 

           concurrence by Committee on Ministry.

           October 9, 2010 Meeting 
      v.   Approved SPM for Jody Maas (Missouri City, Southminster).
      w.  Approved request for travel assistance to David Augustus (Houston, First).
      x.  Approved annual consultation for David Augustus (Houston, First) and that he continue 

            in the process.
      y.  Approved annual consultation for Brian Long (Kingwood, First) and that he continue in 

           the process. 

      z.  Approved enrolling Paxton Williams (Houston, St. Philip) as an inquirer.

     aa. Approved enrolling Jessica “Jessie” Edstrom (Katy, New Hope) as an inquirer.

     bb. Approved enrolling Andrew Keyes (Houston, Westminster) as an inquirer.

3.  ITEMS FOR INFORMATION:

     a. The committee met May 8; June 12; July 17 (called meeting); September 11 and October 9.

     b. We continue to work with COM to accomplish the transfer of the CLP subcommittee from

          COM to CPM in order to more effectively align preparation for ministry functions.  
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REPORT TO THE PRESBYTERY

GENERAL COUNCIL

NOVEMBER 13, 2010

I.   Actions Recommended for Presbytery’s consideration:  


1.  See Omnibus Motion (B.1).

II.   Actions taken on behalf of the presbytery

1. to change the name of “Stewardship Oversight Team” (of GC) to “Stewardship Team.”  

2.  to authorize PNC to guarantee Timber Ridge PC replacement loan with Amegy Bank, 
     subject to review by PNC property attorney, if required.  
3.  to authorize First PC, Bryan to correct an earlier error by executing a warranty deed 
     that transfers a "fence line" strip of property to the appropriate owner, once this is 
     determined.  
4. to adopt proposed amendments to the presbytery’s Bylaws and Manual of Operations, 

to bring presbytery’s organizational documents in conformance with Book of Order, Chapter 8.  

a. Add this bulleted point to description of General Council, in Manual of Ops:

· As trustees, act upon requests of congregations to sell, encumber, or lease properties, reporting such actions to the next presbytery meeting
b. In Bylaws, replace paragraph 7.9 with this:

· Adopted Replacement Paragraph (8-17-2010) (to bring into conformance with Chapter 8, Book of Order)

7.9   The General Council shall have the authority (G-11.0103v) to approve mortgages, loans, encumbrances, and guarantees of loans of congregations between the meetings of the presbytery and shall report these transactions to the next stated meeting of the presbytery.  Further, the General Council shall have the authority (G-11.0103v) to approve leases of real property of member churches of the presbytery (G-8.0501, G-8.0502).
[Changes to Bylaws must be ratified by the presbytery.  See Omnibus.]

5. to approve these proposed dates for 2011 meetings of the presbytery, and authorize 

the EAC to schedule locations.  Saturday, February 5; Saturday, June 11; Saturday October 22.  

6. to approve the continuation of providing housing and other needed activities to 
restore the lives of elderly and needy families devastated by the hurricane, through the     end of August, 2011, (as funding and volunteer resources allow).

7. to permit Woodlands Community Presbyterian Church to enter into a cell tower easement agreement with TCO Assets Land LLC (“TCO”), in exchange for a one-time payment of $400,000, pending electronic distribution of the legal documents to General Council and no objection voiced to the Stated Clerk by September 28, 2010. 

The church already has a cell tower temporary easement agreement that was approved by GC in 2004 and currently receives about $30,000 per year lease income.  According to Mike Cole, the tower sits on a 50' x 50' plot in a back corner of the property and is virtually invisible from the church's buildings.  The proposed agreement would replace the current agreement and would grant the tower operator an easement for an indeterminate term (so long as the tower is being used).  Woodlands Community Presbyterian Church plans to use this payment to complete a capital fund raising campaign to build a permanent CE facility to replace temporary buildings they are currently using.
8. that funds available for distribution to Vision Initiative Grant applicants, in total, and as approved by the Vision Initiative Grant Committee shall be no more than 5% of the December 31 account balance in the calendar year immediately preceding the next fiscal grant year.    
III.  Items for Information
1. The Rev. Maurico Chacon, minister-member of New Covenant, was elected Moderator by the National Assembly of the Hispanic Presbyterian Caucus, which has representation by each synod in the PC(USA).


2. New Church Development Ministries has accepted dissolution of contract with the Rev. Tim Bostick effective September, 30, 2010.  He has accepted a new call in North Carolina.
3. In the future, any church that brings property matters to the presbytery will be asked to split the legal fees and any other expenses incurred by the presbytery in the matter.
4. The renovation of the presbytery offices is complete.  The HOLIDAY OPEN HOUSE will be held on Thursday, December 9, from 11:00 am to 2:00 pm.  All in the presbytery are invited to come, take a tour, and enjoys holiday refreshments!  Your hosts:  the Committee on Ministry and staff of the presbytery.
5. General Council is reading and discussing Phyllis Tickle’s book The Great Emergence.


Moderator:  

The Rev. Patricia Clark


Vice-Moderator: Elder Mary Herlitz
Class of 2010:  
Elders Jeff Early, Ginger Broussard 
Ministers Hmingi Browne, Doug Ferguson

Class of 2011:  
Elders Mary Herlitz, Mort McPhail 
Ministers Mauricio Chacon, Debbie Measells

Class of 2012:  
Elders David Eyre, Nancy Penney 
Ministers Mary Currie, Shawn Kang
2009 Ex Officio (“By Virtue of Office”) w/voice and vote:  

Moderator-Elect of Presbytery:  



The Rev. Patricia Clark
Moderator of Ministries Division Steering Committee:  

The Rev. Blake Brinegar
Moderator of Presbytery: 




Elder Garry Schoonover
Moderator of Administrative Division Steering Committee: 
Elder Ann Hardy

Staff Support (voice, no vote):  

General Presbyter Mike Cole 
Stated Clerk Diane Prevary

Associate General Presbyters Mary Marcotte and Wendy Bailey.
[end: GC Report]
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Nominating Committee Report

November 13, 2010

The following people are proposed for these positions to serve on presbytery committees:

AD/Steering Committee

2011 – Vice Chair – Kent Whitten (Houston, Grace)

AD/Center Operations

2011 – Chair – Paul Ramirez (Houston, Juan Marcos)

2013 – Gail Northern (Houston, St. Giles)

AD/Ecclesiastical Affairs

2011 – Chair – John Jo (Houston, Korean Central)

2013 – Rev. Becky Downs (PNC, At Large)

AD/Finance

2011 – Chair – Peter Koester (Webster, Webster)

2011 – Vice Chair – William Hall (Houston, First)

2013 – Celia Morgan (Houston, St. Philip)

2013 – Liz Gentry (Bellaire, ChristChurch)

AD/Personnel

2011 – Chair – Rev. Laurey Murphy (Houston, Spring Branch)

2013 – Sonny Connor (Kingwood, First)

COM – Committee on Ministry

Class of 2011

Chair – Rev. Margaret Desmond (Port Neches, Trinity)

Vice Chair – Shelley Hernandez (Houston, St. Giles)

COM/Administration

2011 – Chair – Phil Cummings (Houston, Grace)

2011 – Vice Chair – Rev. Gayle Grubbs (PNC, At Large)

2013 – Phil Cummings (Houston, Grace)

2013 – Rev. Tom Edwards (Kingwood, First)

2013 – Rev. Steve Oglesbee (Houston, Clear Lake)

COM/Contracts

2011 – Chair – Barbara Mabry (Houston, St. Luke’s)

2011 – Vice Chair – Bill Lee (Houston, First)

2013 – Rev. Kent Landry (Mo. City, Southminster)

2013 – Bill Sharkey (Houston, MDPC)

2013 – Rev. John Singleton (Conroe, First) – to telecommute

COM/Care of Church Professionals

2011 – Chair - Mary Swan (Pasadena, First)

2011 – Vice Chair – Susan McGrail (Bryan, First)

2013 – Rev. Linda Sharon (PNC, At Large)

2013 – Rev. Rick Myers (Houston, MDPC)

2013 – Edie Purgason (Houston, Grace)

COM/Care of Congregations

2011 – Chair – Rev. John Hirling (Bellaire, ChristChurch, Interim)

2011 – Vice Chair – 

2012 – Marilyn McDonald (Houston, First)

2013? – Ginger Hopkins (Katy, Grand Lakes)

2013 – Patty Tremble (Houston, Spring Branch)

2013 – Andrie Chen (Houston, Formosan)

2013 – Barbara Brisch (Houston, St. John’s)

COM/Examinations

2011 – Chair – Rev. Marie Mickey (Bryan, First)

2011 – Vice Chair – Rev. Jim Currie (Pasadena, First)

2013 – Rev. Jake Gonzales (PNC, At Large)

2013 – Rev. Jim Birchfield (Houston, First)

2013 – Greg Feigh (Houston, St. Giles)

2013 – Ginny Raska (Brazoria, First)

COM/Lay Pastor

2011 – Rev. Stewart McColl (PNC, HR)

2013 – Rev. Steve Rehrig (Woodlands, Timber Ridge)
CPM/Committee on Preparation for Ministry

2011 – Chair – Jim Bushong, (Huntsville, First)

2011 – Vice Chair – Rev. Nora Fitch (PNC, At Large)
2013 – Rev. Bob Murphy (Sugar Land, First, Interim)

2013 – Jennifer Plummer (Mo. City, Southminster)

2013 – Mark Smith (Kingwood, First)

2013 – Rev. Cory McLellan (PNC, At Large)

2013 – Rev. Jolene Currie (PNC, At Large)

GC/General Council

2013 – Rev. Winfield (Casey) Jones (Pearland, First)

2013 – Rev. Katie Cummings (Houston, Grace)

2013 – David Coles (Houston, Heritage)

2013 – Julie Ann Moffatt (Atascocita, Atascocita)

MD/Steering 

2011 – Chair – Rev. Blake Brinegar (Houston, Westminster)

2011 – Vice Chair – John Freeman (Houston, St. John’s)

MD/Evangelism & Renewal

2011 – Chair – Rev. Scott Cummings (Pearland, Peace)

2011 – Vice Chair – Roland Zavala (Kingwood, First)

2013 – Margaret Bremer (Houston, St. Andrew’s)

2013 – Ok-Kee Kim (Houston, Young Nak)

2013 – Rev. Rachel Young (Houston, Clear Lake)

2013 – Jim Newlin (Houston, MDPC)

MD/New Church Development

2011 – Chair – Carlton Currie (Houston, First)

2011 – Vice Chair – Jane Henson (Houston, MDPC)

2012 – Rev. Andy Dearman (PNC, At Large)

2013 – Rev. John Melsness (Houston, St. Andrew’s)

2013 – Rev. Kyle Walker (PNC, At Large)

2013 – Mary Sterner (Houston, St. John’s)

2013 – Greg Wettman (Mo. City, Southminster)

MD/Outreach

2011 – Chair – Carl Allen (Webster, Webster)

2011 – Vice Chair – Jim Luther (Houston, Clear Lake)

2013 – Cathy Moore (Houston, MDPC)

2013 – Ron McClendon (Alvin, First) 

2013 – Rev. Hmingi Brown (PNC, At Large)

2013 – Rev. Eid Hanna (PNC, At Large)

Synod of the Sun Commissioners

2012 – John Cronk (Houston, St. Thomas)

2012 – Rev. Vicky Jones (Houston, MDPC)
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ANNUAL REPORT

Committee on Representation

Who?! Fair question. We have been rather invisible recently.

Because the PC(USA) made a strong commitment to the principles of participation and inclusiveness at Reunion,  Committees on Representation were created to help governing bodies above the session reflect on their diversity and inclusiveness in the decision making of the church. The committee is to advise, advocate, resource, review, recommend, and consult with presbytery committees in implementing the principles of participation and inclusiveness to ensure fair and effective representation. (G-9.0105) Yes, there is an element of bean-countery; however, it is a means to an end - “the exhibition of the kingdom of Heaven to the world” (Great Ends of the Church, G-1.200)

For the past two years in the Presbytery of New Covenant, a reconstituted, but smaller, Committee on Representation has been meeting regularly with the presbytery’s Nominating Committee to advise and resource them in their task of discerning those with particular gifts to serve on the various committees of the presbytery. According to our Book of Order, “Persons of all racial ethnic groups, different ages, both sexes, various disabilities, diverse geographical areas, different theological positions consistent with the Reformed tradition, as well as different marital conditions (married, single, widowed, or divorced) shall be guaranteed full participation and access to representation in the decision making of the church.” (G-4.0403) To aid the Nominating Committee, we have begun the task of gathering basic demographic information for those who serve our presbytery. Some of the quantifiable areas we look at are: ordination, sex, racial/ethnic background, age groups, disability, church size and location, and the presbytery experience level of our leaders. 

So - here it is. A snapshot of our presbytery in 2010. Mind you, the picture’s a bit blurred, since we’re working from incomplete data, but it’s a start. Using the statistical data gathered in the Annual Statistical Reports, we’re able to make some comparisons to how the representation of our leadership stacks up to the composition of our presbytery's congregations. Please keep in mind that this information does not include New Church Developments and does not give us information regarding ages or disabilities.

When it comes to female and male representation, the membership of our presbytery is approximately 57% female, 43% male and does not reflect the male and female clergy (79% male,/21% female). Our committees show 46% female, 54% male representation in leadership. Overall, our committees are fairly well balanced between clergy and elders. Also, the geographical balance and church size balance, statistically, are in line with the locations and sizes of our congregations in the presbytery. One positive sign is that our committees are composed of members who are relatively new to leadership in the presbytery (1-2 terms on any committee), so the potential for fresh ideas from new eyes is strong.

However, we do have significant areas for improvement.

While it may simply be indicative of the information we’ve gathered, our presbytery leadership has only 4 individuals with conditions which would be considered disabilities under the American with Disabilities Act.  Equally of concern is that only 21 (or 11%) of our committee members are under the age of 45. If we truly believe that our youth and young adults are the “church of the present”, instead of only the “church of the future”, then we may need to look at and address the issues which make it difficult for them to participate in the connectional life of the church.

When we look at the presbytery as a whole from a racial/ethnic perspective, the numbers aren’t horrible. Our presbytery, according to the latest information available, is 89.7% White, 2.3% African-American, 5.4% Asian, 2% Hispanic, 0.5% Native American, and 0.1% Other (which may be of Middle Eastern heritage or mixed race).  Our committee membership consists of 87% White, 4% African-American, 6% Asian, 1% Hispanic, 0% (well, there is 1) Native American, and 0% Other. Our Nominating Committee works hard to seek racial/ethnic representation other than White, yet there are still committees which do not reflect racial/ethnic diversity (although in some instances this may be due to size of the committee).

The committee on representation also took a step back to see how many of our congregations are represented in the work of the presbytery with either a minister or a member serving on a committee. At this time, 41 churches (or 39%) are unrepresented in the decision making of the presbytery. As we are a connectional church, it is important to develop our denominational ties in our work together.

That’s our snapshot for this year.  One of our goals for 2011 is to make the picture sharper, so we can see more clearly those areas needing improvement and exclaim with joy over those areas where we’ve succeeded.

Another goal is to develop a pool of prospective candidates to serve on presbytery committees, candidates whose voices speak to perspectives we are missing. We need your help on this one! If you, or someone you know, may be interested in sharpening the pixels of our snapshot for the future and are willing to serve in the leadership of presbytery, please complete the form below and return to either Carol Tompkins (ctskiescor@gmail.com) or Sharon Darden (sdarden@pbyofnewcovenant.org).

Respectfully submitted,

Carol Tompkins, Moderator, minister, female, Caucasian, 46-64, non-disabled, east of I45

Sharon Darden, elder, female, African-American, 46-64, non-disabled, Houston

Tim Phillips, minister, male, Caucasian, 46-64, non-disabled, west of I45
YES, I AM WILLING TO SERVE!
Name___________________________________________  Church_________________________

Address_________________________________________________________________________

City____________________________________________   Phone__________________________

Email___________________________________________   Cell___________________________

Please check:

_____ Elder

_____ African-American
_____ Under 19
_____ Disabled

_____ Minister

_____     Asian

_____ 19-45
_____ Non-Disabled

_____ Deacon

_____ Caucasian

_____ 46-64

_____ Member

_____ Hispanic

_____ 65+




_____ Middle Eastern
_____ Female




_____ Native American
_____ Male




_____ Other

What are your particular interests and gifts?
DON’T MISS
receiving your copy of…

TUESDAY CONNECT!

Tuesday Connect is a new weekly email from the presbytery that is sent to all in the Presbytery of New Covenant who have given us their email address.* 

The purpose of Tuesday Connect is to build community within the presbytery by keeping our congregations and partner organizations informed in a very timely manner, without filling our InBoxes with multiple emails from the presbytery. 

The information included in Tuesday Connect is short and concise (50-100 words), possibly with a link to more information on a website. For example, an announcement about a special event could be included with a link to additional details on your website about registration and speakers.

We are using an email service, Constant Contact, for the emails. Individual emails will no longer be sent from the presbytery office, except when there is urgent information or an emergency. Patricia Brantley will no longer be sending out emails received from churches or related organizations.

Please send Helen Wolf, hwolf@pbyofnewcovenant.org, your information for Tuesday Connect at any time.

*Give us your email address TODAY by signing the list at the Information Table! 
Postlude,

the publication that highlights the events and business conducted at the presbytery meeting, will be published on the presbytery’s website.  

An e-mail will be sent notifying you when the Postlude is available.  Commissioners are encouraged to share it with their sessions. 

Those churches not having internet access will be mailed a copy of The Postlude.

Comments and suggestions should be directed to:

Helen Wolf at hwolf@pbyofnewcovenant.org
PRESBYTERY OF NEW COVENANT

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

2010

NOVEMBER
15 & 16 – Christian Educators Retreat
At Homestead Retreat Center

DECEMBER
9 –   Presbytery Center Open House

24 – Presbytery Center Holiday

27 – Presbytery Center Holiday

31 – Presbytery Center Holiday

2011

JANUARY
11-12 (2pm to 2pm) General Council Retreat @ Cho-Yeh
22 –  Church Officer Enrichment 
         Session Records Review and
         Church Treasurer’s Workshop

        Houston, St. Luke’s

29 – CEDEPCA Board Meeting in Houston

FEBRUARY
5-- Stated Meeting of the Presbytery

      Kingwood, First

__________________________________________________________________________________
Displays for Today’s Meeting
Presbyterian Children’s Homes and Services

Brazos Presbyterian Homes

By now all ministers and clerks should have received the invitation from the Session and Congregation of St. John’s Presbyterian Church to the final stated meeting of the presbytery in 2010.  





For the presbytery meeting, no response is required for lunch, but childcare reservations MUST BE MADE DIRECTLY to St. John’s Presbyterian Church (contact information is listed above).  Please honor all reservations made, as our host congregation commits payment to childcare providers based on reservations made by parents.





Complete the registration form in the Presbytery PACKET prior to the meeting, and turn it in at the registration table.





Each minister and elder-commissioner is urged to check the website three days prior to the meeting for additional meeting materials that may be posted (to include any New Business).  


 


Directions to St. John’s may be obtained from www.mapquest.com.





THE COUNCIL MEMBERSHIP
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