MINUTES

THE PRESBYTERY OF NEW COVENANT

“Growing congregations that passionately engage their community to make disciples.”

CALLED MEETING

1:00 pm on Thursday, September 9, 2010

St. Stephen Presbyterian Church

Houston, Texas

Theme:  Growing the Church, Deep and Wide
PURPOSE OF THE CALLED MEETING:  “General Council has 
called a special meeting of the presbytery on Thursday, 
September 9, 2010,  at 1:00 pm at St. Stephen Presbyterian 
Church in Houston, to consider for adoption a proposed 
budget for FY 2010-2011.  The call for the meeting, the 
proposed budget and directions to St. Stephen PC are posted on the presbytery's website.”
At 1:00 pm on Thursday, September 9, 2010, St. Stephen’s Director of Music, Mr. Tyler Ruberg  played the commissioners into the sanctuary with a piano medley on “Let My People Go” and “Exodus.”
The commissioners sang the opening hymn, “The Church’s One Foundation.” 
1:10 pm   Elder Garry Schoonover gave the opening prayer, after which the Stated Clerk, the Rev. Diane Prevary declared a quorum to be present.
1:15 pm  The Rev. Patricia Clark, pastor of the host church welcomed the commissioners for the afternoon meeting, saying that it had been 40 years since the church had hosted presbytery.  Its members were grateful that following Hurricane Ike two years ago, they had been paid insurance money to repair some relatively minor damage to the church and, as a result, they had had been able to refurbish their buildings.  They are also proud of their community garden which a presbytery Vision Initiative Grant had helped them create on their property.

1:20 pm  The Rev. Patricia Clark, Moderator of the Presbytery’s General Council placed the proposed budget before the body saying that in order to continue transparency, it was a detailed line-by-line balanced budget.  Its priorities were to New Church Development and to support Heritage Presbyterian Church.  She introduced Elder Pete Koester, chair of the Budget Committee.
Motion # 1:
After a time of questions and answers, the motion was APPROVED to adopt the budget for FY 2010-2011 proposed by presbytery’s General Council.

Motion # 2:
After discussion and clarification, the motion was APPROVED to forward only those per capita funds to General Assembly which are received by the Presbytery of New Covenant from its churches in 2010-2011.  This is a renewal of a policy adopted by the presbytery last year that the presbytery will no longer pay per capita for those churches which do not send it forward.
After a commissioner voiced concern over how few benevolent dollars are being forwarded to the General Assembly for the work of the larger church, General Presbyter, the Rev. Mike Cole suggested that General Council could discuss building into its vision the goal of increasing benevolences to Synod and General Assembly.
Consideration of whether to pay per capita for churches that do not submit it will be reviewed annually by the presbytery.  Currently, it would cost the presbytery a bit more than $50,000 to make up the per capita that has not been received from the churches.

1:35 pm  As the business for the day concluded, Moderator Schoonover offered appreciation to St. Stephen and to the pastor, the Rev. Patricia Clark for the day’s hospitality.

1:37 pm  After hearing a few announcements, the commissioners sang “The Doxology” and adjourned.

Respectfully,

Janice Schessler

Recording Clerk

