The Presbytery of New Covenant

“Growing congregations that passionately engage their community to make disciples.”

MINUTES
Called Special Meeting
3:00 – 6:00 pm
Sunday, July 18, 2010
Pinecrest Presbyterian Church
4913 Market Street, Houston, TX  77020
713-673-0552

PROPOSED

THE DOCKET

Please turn off all cell-phones and electronics.

GATHERING

3:00 pm
The Moderator Elder Garry Schoonover called the meeting to order and the commissioners sang the opening hymn, “Amazing Grace,” accompanied on the trombone played by Pinecrest church member, Jarvis Hooper.
The Moderator opened the meeting with prayer.  The Stated Clerk, the Rev. Diane Prevary announced the July 11, 2010 death of Elder A. Sidney Holderness, Jr., longtime member and Clerk of Session of ChristChurch Presbyterian in Bellaire, TX, formerly Bellaire Presbyterian Church, and active in the leadership of the presbytery.  She offered a prayer giving thanks for his life of service and ministry to the church and to the presbytery.
The Moderator called on the Stated Clerk who declared a quorum to be present. She announced the following changes to the docket:  
1. the budget would not be presented this day;

2. the Moderator allowed discussion of General Assembly matters until 5:00 at which time the Commissioners would hear the remainder of the business docketed;
3. the Stated Clerk also removed the approval of the May 8, 2010 Presbytery Meeting minutes from the Omnibus Motion, to be considered at the November 13, 2010 meeting.
The Stated Clerk moved the proposed docket as emended, and the emended Docket was approved as follows:
THE DOCKET

GATHERING

3:00 pm

Call to Order with Prayer              Moderator, Elder Garry Schoonover

· Declaration of Quorum

· Adoption of the Docket

· Welcome New Commissioners, Guests, Corresponding Members, Ministers

· Welcome by Host Church                 The Rev. J. Daniel Intsiful, Jr.

· Report of the Stated Clerk (B)     The Rev. Diane K. Prevary (H.R.)

· Adoption of Omnibus Motion (B.1)
       Report of Commissioners to the 219th General Assembly; Q & A

5:00 pm
Committee on Preparation for Ministry (CPM) (E)                       Elder Jim Bushong
Service of Candidacy
Committee on Ministry (D)


           (written report only)

Nominating Committee Report and Election (H)               Elder Pat Hosford

General Council (F)



  Moderator-Elect Pat Clark

Adjournment

(end of emended docket)

Stated Clerk, Diane Prevary, led a time of introductions.  She recognized first-time commissioners and Corresponding Members, the Rev. Peter Nord, Executive Presbyter of the Presbytery of Baltimore and the Rev. Phin Washer, member of Mission Presbytery.  She also recognized Elder Nellye Joyce Punch, member of Pinecrest Presbyterian Church, who had served as the first African American woman Moderator of Brazos Presbytery, and who was soon to celebrate her 89th birthday.  Brazos Presbytery was one of the antecedent presbyteries to New Covenant.
The Rev. J. Daniel Intsiful, Jr., pastor of Pinecrest Presbyterian Church, welcomed the presbytery on behalf of the session and congregation.  Elder and former Moderator, Nellye Joyce Punch, offered remarks as well.

Report of the Stated Clerk (B) (B.1)

The stated clerk added to her report, under “Actions Taken on Behalf of Presbytery,” 

 c)  received the minutes of the Administrative Commission minutes to install  the Rev. Dean Pogue as the pastor of Grand Lakes Presbyterian Church in Katy, TX on 23 May, 4:00 pm.

  She then removed the Omnibus Motion approval of the minutes from the May 8, 2010 Stated 
  Meeting of the Presbytery, as they were not available online.   Motion approved to adopt the 
  Omnibus Motion (B.1)  
Report of Commissioners to the 219th General Assembly; Q & A

General Presbyter, the Rev. Mike Cole moderated this portion of the meeting, noting that the 219th General Assembly had recently met in Minneapolis, MN, and that it was a policy meeting, and ecclesiastical meeting, and a spiritual meeting.  He introduced the Commissioners to the 219th General Assembly who could be present to report on their experience:  Elder Commissioners:  Ginny Raska (Brazoria, First); Shelley Hernandez  (Houston, St. Giles); Mary Mahlman (Wharton, First); Doug Gleditsch (Houston, Grace); Gary Johnson (Katy, Grand Lakes) and Minister Commissioners, the Revs. Greg Han (Minister at Large); Marie Mickey (Bryan, First); Mike Fry (Houston, Grace).  Unable to be present were the Revs. Stephen Newton and Cassandra Dahnke.
Presbytery of New Covenant Overture advocates spoke:  The Rev. Jim Davis (Kingwood, First) and the Rev. Diane Prevary (H.R.) as well as others who were volunteers, resource persons, or observers to the 219th GA:  Elder Julie MacLemore (Houston, St. Philip), Rev. Lynn Hargrove (Houston, St. Giles), and the Rev. Pat Clark (Houston, St. Stephens).
Following a period of questions and answers, the General Presbyter led the presbytery in expressing the appreciation of the presbytery to the G. A. Commissioners for their service.
Committee on Preparation for Ministry (CPM) (E)

                                  Elder Jim Bushong
Two Inquirers were examined and enrolled as candidates under care of our presbytery:  Mr. Martin Garner (The Woodlands, Woodlands Community) and Mr. Charles Kelly (Houston, St. Philip, formerly Central).  After each inquirer shared his journey of faith and aspirations for ministry, the presbytery VOTED to move each to the candidacy phase of preparation.  In the Service of Candidacy, the Moderator asked the constitutional questions; Elder Jim Bushong (1st, Huntsville) delivered the charge; and Elder Charles Harrison (Westminster, Houston) offered a prayer.  The Stated Clerk led the commissioners in singing of The Doxology.
Nominating Committee Report and Election (H)                                                               Rev. Lynn Hargrove
Rev. Lynn Hargrove placed in nomination the names found in the Nominating Commitee Report (H).  There being no further nominations, the nominees WERE ELECTED, as presented by the committee. 
General Council (F)

The Moderator referred the commissioners to General Council’s written report in the packet, as well as to that of the Committee on Ministry.  No oral presentations were made.
The Moderator expressed his appreciation to Jarvis Hooper  who accompanied the opening hymn, to Jean Young who had acted as point of contact from the church, and to the pastor, the Rev. Daniel Intsiful and all the other volunteers from the church.
At 5:05 pm, the Moderator adjourned the meeting with prayer.
Attendance for the Day:  152 Voting Members and 26 Non-Voting Registrants for a total of 178.

Janice B. Schessler

Recording Clerk
A DAY OF SERVICE  --  AUGUST 7, 2010

All churches in the Presbytery are encouraged to set this day aside for congregation-wide service in the church’s larger community.

A DAY OF WORSHIP AND CELEBRATION – AUGUST 15, 2010

REGIONAL GATHERINGS TO BE SCHEDULED SUNDAY AFTERNOON, TO SHARE AND CELEBRATE THE SERVICE CONDUCTED ON AUGUST 7.

the next stated meeting of the presbytery of new covenant will be

saturday, november 13, 2010

at st. john’s presbyterian church

5020 W. Bellfort, Houston, Tx 77035 (713-723-6262)
