GENERAL COUNCIL

2009 ANNUAL REPORT TO THE PRESBYTERY
The members of General Council met on the third Tuesday of each month at the Presbytery Center and conducted three conference calls concerning presbytery business during 2009. Through the course of the year the Council faced some challenging issues, and also celebrated as God did some wonderful things in the life of our Presbytery.

THE CHALLENGES

Budget: The Presbytery’s expenses slightly exceeded income for the fiscal year 2008-2009. We anticipate ongoing budget challenges during these difficult economic times for our nation and our local churches but hopefully 2010 will bring an improving economic environment. The Finance Committee of Presbytery has worked hard to provide the Council with accurate reports of our status.  The preliminary results at the end of calendar year 2009 show income and expense almost even but the approved budget doesn’t have the full amount for GA per capita and is short of full support for Synod.

Legal action: General Council is involved in responding to two lawsuits which were in various stages of progress at the end of 2009.

THE BLESSINGS

The Vision Initiative Grant team awarded funds totaling $51,061 to some very creative projects. These projects ranged from hiring of staff to support New Church Development and ethnic ministries to establishing community vegetable gardens in an effort to evangelize. There is great creativity among our local congregations, and this is a cause for celebration.

The Lynn Johnson Social Justice Grant Committee awarded, for the first time, grants for projects ranging from Special Education Advocacy Ministry for children to a program to continue to develop a worship service for the LGBT community who is partnered with one of our congregations.  The total grants were $6,000.  Caring for the disadvantaged of God’s children is cause for celebration.

The Ministries and Administration Divisions through the Stewardship Oversight Team developed an audio video presentation to promote better understanding of the ministries of our Presbytery. The audio slide show, when combined with the budget interpretation brochure, gave an example of the stewardship of time and monetary resources deployed in the presbytery.

The day of Service and Celebration on August 1 and 2, respectively, was a big success with a majority churches participating in both the day of service and the celebration hosted by Pines PC on Sunday.  General Council approved August 7 and 15 of 2010 as days of Service and Celebration, respectively, for the coming year.  The celebration this year will not be hosted at a central location but rather regional, possibly by cluster group, celebrations will be encouraged.  Each individual congregation will be encouraged to adopt some sort of work project in their local community. The goal is to have EVERY church participate in some way with a work project, be it big or small.

“Thank You” to the members of General Council for your fine work and participation this past year.

Garry Schoonover

Moderator of General Council, 2009

