***Draft *** 
M I N U T E S
The Presbytery of New Covenant

“Growing congregations that passionately engage their community to make disciples.”

CALLED SPECIAL MEETING

Tuesday, April 6, 2010

Presbytery Center

1110 Lovett Blvd, Houston, TX 77006

GATHERING

At 1:00 pm, Moderator Garry Schoonover, called the meeting of the presbytery to order with prayer.

The Moderator called on the Acting Stated Clerk, Elder Julie MacLemore, who declared a quorum to be present and moved the proposed docket.  The Docket was approved as follows:

************

The Docket

GATHERING

  1:00 pm
Call to Order with Prayer.
         
                           Moderator, Elder Garry Schoonover   
· Declaration of Quorum
· Adoption of the Docket                    Acting Stated Clerk, Elder Julie MacLemore


   

Report of General Council    

                                 The Rev. Patricia Clark

#1 Action Item:  to approve Plan of Unification for St. Philip Presbyterian Church and Central Presbyterian Church, both of Houston, TX.  This motion comes from General Council, having reviewed the documents related to the plan of union which were presented by representatives of the Merger Committees of the respective churches.  The congregations voted in favor of this merger as follows:  Central on January 17, 2010 -- 46 in favor; 7 opposed; St. Philip on March 7, 2010 – 174 in favor, 3 opposed, 1 abstention.

A representative from each Merger Committee will speak to the motion and the floor will be opened for discussion.  Representatives of the two sessions will be present to answer questions.

The following dates need to be added to the documents that were posted online with the call for the meeting:

Effective Date of Merger:  May 30, 2010

Final Worship Service at Central PC: May 23, 2010

Worship Service to Celebrate Consolidation:  May 30, 2010 or June 6, 2010

#2 Action Item:  Elect Administrative Commission to execute the merger during a worship service of celebration, May 30, 2010.  [Moderator will provide names on April 6, 2010.]

Adjournment 
(end of approved docket)

Report of General Council

                   The Rev. Patricia Clark
#1 Action Item

Moderator of the General Council, the Rev. Patricia Clark introduced the first motion, “to approve Plan of Unification for St. Philip Presbyterian Church and Central Presbyterian Church, both of Houston, Texas.”
Elder Bill Litchfield (Central Presbyterian Church) and Elder Eugene McKelvey (St. Philip Presbyterian Church), representatives from the churches’ merger committees each spoke to the motion.

The floor was then opened to discussion.

A motion to call for the question was approved.

Motion approved:  to approve Plan of Unification for St. Philip Presbyterian Church and Central Presbyterian Church, both of Houston, TX.

Effective Date of Merger:  May 30, 2010

Final Worship Service at Central PC: May 23, 2010

Worship Service to Celebrate Consolidation:  May 30, 2010

The Rev. Dr. Alan Trafford, pastor of First Presbyterian Church in Lake Jackson, asked that his objection  be registered in these minutes.
#2 Action Item

The Moderator placed in nomination names to serve on the Administrative Commission to execute the merger during a worship service of celebration, May 30, 2010:
· Elder Garry Schoonover, Moderator of the Presbytery

· Elder Eugene McKelvey, Chair of St. Philip Merger Committee

· Elder Catherine Patterson, Member of Central Merger Committee

· The Rev. Dr. Bill Poe, Pastor of St. Philip (the Unified Congregation)

· The Rev. Charlotte Kibler (H.R.), member of Prebytery of New Covenant

· The Rev. Wendy Bailey, Associate General Presbyter, Presbytery of New Covenant
The motion was seconded and, there being no further nominations from the floor, the nominees were elected as presented by the Moderator.  The motion was approved:  to elect the Administrative Commission to execute the merger during a worship service of celebration, May 30, 2010:

The Rev. Charles Teykl expressed his gratitude for those who had planned the merger process and to Central Presbyterian Church for its years of service and nurture.
Moderator Garry Schoonover offered a prayer.
Those who were present sang The Doxology before adjournment at 2:15 pm.
Attendance:  Ministers – 55; Commissioners – 35; Commissioned Lay Pastors – 2; Elder with Privilege – 6; Former Moderators – 3; Fellow – NACBA – 1; Corresponding members – 1; Visitors – 14; Other Church Professionals – 1.  TOTAL:  118

Janice Schessler, Recording Clerk

