MINUTES

THE PRESBYTERY OF NEW COVENANT

“Growing congregations that passionately engage their community to make disciples.”

STATED MEETING

Saturday, February 6, 2010

St. Philip Presbyterian Church

Houston, TX

Theme:  Growing the Church, Deep and Wide...Through Evangelism

Offering:  United Campus Ministries

8:55 am
Hymn # 280                “Amazing Grace”

9:00 am
Call to Order with Prayer


Moderator Garry Schoonover



Opening Business
· The Moderator welcomed the presbytery and called the meeting to order with prayer.  

· The Stated Clerk the Rev. Diane Prevary declared a quorum to be present.

· The proposed docket was amended and adopted as follows:  

8:55 am
Hymn  #280          “Amazing Grace”                           Presbyterian Hymnal
9:00 am
Call to Order with Prayer


Moderator Garry Schoonover


Opening Business

· Declaration of Quorum and Adoption of the Docket

· Welcome by Host Church (The Rev. Bill Poe)

· Welcome of Others (First-time Commissioners, Corresponding Members, New Minister-Members)

9:15 am
Keynote Address
The Rev. Eric Hoey, Director of Evangelism and Church Growth for PC(U.S.A.) and the Rev. Ray Jones, Coordinator for Evangelism, Evangelism and Church Growth of PC(U.S.A.)

10-10:15 
Move to cluster groups 

10:15 am
Discussion and prayer in cluster groups

11-11:15
Return to Sanctuary

11:00 am
Worship

12:00 pm
Fellowship at Table

1:15 pm
Reconvening Hymn   #339   “Be Thou My Vision”   Presbyterian Hymnal


Report of the Stated Clerk (B)                           The Rev. Diane Prevary (H. R.)



Omnibus Motion (B.1)


Moderator’s Remarks and Appointments

Recommended Nominees for Nominating Committee:

Rev. Lynne Hall Buckridge – Member-at-Large – Class of 2011

Elder Margaret Swarts – St. Paul’s PC – Class of 2012

Rev. Lacy Sellars – ChristChurch PC – Class of 2012

Rev. Jim McLeod – Member-at-Large – Class of 2012

Recognition of Ike Recovery Pastors and Staff     Elder Kendall Boyd
1:15 pm
Committee on Ministry (D & D.1)

Information and Action Items


The Rev. Margaret Desmond

Ministries Division (G)


                   The Rev. Blake Brinegar

“Tuesday Connect”

Committee on Preparation (E)


               Elder Jim Bushong

Service of Candidacy

Schreiner University Report




Elder Eldon Sheffer

Administrative Division




      Elder Ann Hardy


Ecclesiastical Affairs (C.1)



       Elder Jim Taylor

Action Item:  Amend Standing Rules of the Mtgs. of Pby. (C.1a)

(C.1b) is posted separately among Meeting Materials

Finance Committee (C.2)



   Elder Pete Koester

Nominating Committee (H) (H.1)



    Elder Pat Hosford

Report of General Council )F)


               The Rev. Pat Clark

Report on Vision Initiative Grants for 2009 (F.1)
   Elder Mary Herlitz

Adjournment

· Welcome by Host Church (The Rev. Bill Poe)

· Welcome of Others

· First-time Commissioners

· Corresponding Members:  Rick Young, Board of Pensions representative (Grace); Eric Hoey (San Gabriel); Ray Jones (Cherokee); David Meriwether (Grace)

· (New) Minister-Member returning to New Covenant, Joseph Kho (H.R.)

9:15 am    Keynote Address
Associate General Presbyter the Rev. Wendy Bailey introduced the keynote speaker, the Rev. Eric Hoey, Director of Evangelism and Church Growth for PC (U.S.A.), who spoke on the topic of Evangelism.
10:05 am  The presbytery moved to cluster (geographic) groups for discussion about why we have so much trouble with evangelism and how we can be more effective in our Evangelism
11:00 am The presbytery returned to the Sanctuary for Worship

Sermon by the Rev. Eric Hoey, “Jump Starting the Church”
Communion

Special music by St. Philip music department

During the service, Rhonda Haskins (Pasadena, First) and Mary Sterner (Houston, St. John’s) were recognized as Certified Associate Christian Educators  - by former Associate General Presbyter Connie Nyquist and current Associate General Presbyter Mary Marcotte

Offering received for United Campus Ministries was almost $2000.

Benediction and blessing for lunch – The Rev. Bill Poe

12:15 pm  FELLOWSHIP AT TABLE

1:40 pm  Reconvening Hymn # 339          “Be Thou My Vision”              Presbyterian Hymnal

Report of the Stated Clerk (B)
The Stated Clerk read the following from the “Decision of the Permanent Judicial Commission” regarding the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) vs. Reverend Winfred Clark Chamberlain:  “On the 18th day of November, 2009, came on to be heard the censure hearing of the above-entitled cause.  The Reverend Winfred Clark Chamberlain entered a plea of guilty to all charges against him.  Having considered the evidence presented, the Permanent Judicial Commission determined the following censure, pronounced by the Moderator of the Permanent Judicial Commission in open meeting on the 18th day of November, 2009, to wit:  “WHEREAS, you Winfred Clark Chamberlain, have pled guilty to offenses in violation of your ordination vow, specifically W-4.4003g, to uphold the peace, unity and purity of the church, in that you did:  1) on or about June 22, 2005, in Dallas, Texas, in person request an individual younger than 17 years of age, to engage with you in sexual intercourse; and 2) on or about March 2, 2009, in Case No. F-0700835-K in the Criminal District Court # 4, Dallas County, Texas you were adjudged guilty of the offense of injury to a child, criminal negligence, and that such offenses are contrary to the Scriptures and the Constitution of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.).  Now, therefore, the Permanent Judicial Commission of the Presbytery of New Covenant, does find you guilty of said offenses.  Now, therefore, the Presbytery of New Covenant, in the name and by the authority of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), does hereby set aside and remove you from all ordained and elected offices without removal from membership of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.).”
Prayer offered by Rev. Bill Poe:  “Loving One, we grieve for our brother Clark, and for the end of his ordained service to Your Church.  He led this presbytery’s and our Synod’s ordered life well over many years, as well as serving congregations in Texas and Louisiana, teaching classes and challenging our theological reflection on a wide range of issues.  His calm competence, deep faith, encyclopedic knowledge, and love of Your Church have enriched us many times over.  But now we grieve, dear God, both our loss and his.  Continue to grant him grace, freeing Spirit, and peace, and ways to serve You and others.  Let him always know of Your love and care for him, through the love and care of those close to him.  In the Spirit of Christ we pray, whose embrace is wide enough to welcome us all.  Amen.”

Omnibus Motion (B.1)

Motion MSC to approve the Omnibus Motion.

Moderator’s Remarks and Appointments

The Moderator appointed the following to act as Tellers for the day:

· Elders Bob Coller (Spring Branch), Shelley Hernandez (St. Giles), and Tracy Alison (Pines)
· Rev. Dr. Charles Teykl (H.R.)
Elder Jody Harrington placed the following names in nomination to serve on Presbytery’s Nominating Committee:

· Rev. Lynne Hall Buckridge – Member-at-Large – Class of 2011

· Elder Margaret Swarts – St. Paul’s PC – Class of 2012

· Rev. Lacy Sellars – ChristChurch PC – Class of 2012

· Rev. Jim McLeod – Member-at-Large – Class of 2012

MSC that nominations cease upon hearing that there were no nominations from the floor.
MSC that the slate be elected to serve.

1:50 pm Recognition of Ike Recovery Pastors and Staff                             Elder Kendall Boyd

Following the recognition, Elder Kendall Boyd offered a prayer.

Ministries Division (G)                                                                The Rev. Blake Brinegar

Rev. Blake Brinegar highlighted the new presbytery communication, “Tuesday Connect,” a weekly e-mail being sent to anyone interested in being connected with the news about and for the congregations of New Covenant.  The information included is short and concise (50-100) words and replaces individual announcements from the presbytery.
Committee on Preparation (E)                                                             Elder Jim Bushong

Elder Jim Bushong, chair of Committee on Preparation introduced Wendy Bleike, member of First Presbyterian in Houston who spoke of her journey of faith, her life and service in faith, and her motives for ministry.  MSC that she be advanced to candidacy for the Ministry of the Word and Sacrament.  The Moderator posed the constitutional questions and Elder Jim Bushong issued the charge to her.  Elder Dorothy Murphy (Houston, First) offered a prayer of blessing.
The presbytery joined in singing the Doxology.

Connections through Ministry and Mission            Eldon Sheffer, Shreiner University                                                                         

Elder Sheffer gave a brief report and highlighted the renewal of the school’s covenant with the Synod of the Sun.

Administrative Division                                                                         Elder Ann Hardy 

Ecclesiastical Affairs Committee (C.1)                                          Elder Jim Taylor
Action Item:  Amend Standing Rules of the Meetings of Presbytery (C.1a)

Three changes:  
· 5. b “A person making a motion is entitled to speak first in debate (RROO, section 4) for no more than four minutes.
· 7. ABSENCES: a.  “Elder Commissioners and minister-members of the presbytery are requested to alert the stated clerk of anticipated absences;7. b “Attendance will be recorded in the minutes as “present” or “absent.”

· 8. PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR AND VOTE: a),  5) Certified Christian Educators (who are ordained elders), during the term of service in an educational ministry under the jurisdiction of the presbytery (G-11.0407), whether paid or volunteer.

After questions from the floor and ensuing discussion, the Stated Clerk suggested removing the following portions, and letting the rest of the document go forward:

8.  PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR AND VOTE:

a) Certain elders are granted privilege of floor AND vote:
5) Certified Christian Educators (who are ordained elders), during the term of Service in an educational ministry under the jurisdiction of the presbytery (G-11.0407), whether paid or volunteer.

6) Certified Fellows in Presbyterian Church Business Administration (who are ordained elders) (G-14.0742, G-14.0744)

b) Privilege of floor WITHOUT vote is granted to:

3) Non-elder Certified Christian Educators serving in educational ministry within the bounds of the presbytery

4) Non-elder certified church professionals within the bounds of the Presbytery who are employed on at least a half-time basis by a church or agency of the Presbytery, (G-14.0742 and G-14.0744)

MSC that the document be divided.
MSC that the remainder of the Standing Rules as presented without those portions in Section 8 listed above be approved.  The removed portions  will be considered at a later date.
Finance Committee (C.2)                                                          Elder Pete Koester
Elder Pete Koester, Chair of Finance Committee, reported on presbytery finances at the six-month point in the 2009-2010 Budget.  Total Operating Revenues were 49% of budget, and Total Operating Expenses were 48.9% of budget.  Net Loss of $21,166 was due to no transfer from the Miller Fund in the first six months of the current fiscal year.  The transfer will be made in April 2010.
New Covenant Presbytery has two more years remaining on the Debt Repayment Schedule (2007-2012).  The next payment to General Assembly will be sent in April 2010, final payment will be made in 2011.

Nominating Committee (H) (H,1)                                                        Elder Pat Hosford

After adding Rev. Mark Keffer’s name as 2010 Chair of the New Church Development Committee, and hearing no additional nominations from the floor, MSC that the slate as presented by the Nominating Committee be approved.
Report of General Council (F)                                                    The Rev. Patricia Clark

Report on Vision Initiative Grants for 2009 (F.1)                    Elder Mary Herlitz
More than $80,800 was awarded to fund six Vision Initiative grants to advance New Covenant vision.  The grants funded through the Cris Miller Fund enable entities in New Covenant Presbytery to establish scholarships, initiate and expand projects, continue ministry, develop community outreach, and equip disciples.  Elder Mary Herlitz described the projects that have been awarded funds, and she encouraged submission for the next round of grants.  Application should be made by March 31, 2010.
General Council Moderator, the Rev. Patricia Clark reported on the Leadership Retreat which was held in January.  She introduced the Rev. Jim Gill, pastor of First Presbyterian Church in Tomball and his band of musicians who led the presbytery in “The Vision Song” using the familiar words:  “Growing congregations that passionately engage their community to make disciples.”
Committee on Ministry commended to the Presbytery their written report which appeared in the meeting packet.

Attendance for the day:  Elders 139, Ministers of the Word and Sacrament 108, Visitors 54.

2:55 pm  Adjournment

The Moderator expressed the appreciation of the presbytery to the host church, St. Philip Presbyterian Church for hosting the day’s meeting.

Janice Schessler
Recording Clerk

