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PROPOSED CHANGES TO THE

STANDING RULES FOR THE MEETINGS OF PRESBYTERY

November 14, 2009
These rules were adopted by the Presbytery of New Covenant at stated meetings on November 15, 2005 and the subsequent meeting on February 11, 2006. They shall remain in force until altered by any subsequent vote of the presbytery.

1. The most recent edition of Robert’s Rules of Order (RROO) is our guide to procedure (Book of Order G-9.0302).

2. GETTING HELP:  The moderator and stated clerk are here to help the process of the meeting  If a presbyter is  unsure about a correct procedure:
a. be recognized by the moderator

b. say what you want to do

c. ask the moderator how to do it.

3. AGENDA:  Adoption of the Docket gives permission to the officers and committees listed to speak and present reports in the order listed.  The moderator may make changes to the approved order, but changing the substance of the Docket after it is adopted requires a two-thirds vote (RROO, sections 3, 40).

4. SPEAKING
a. Presbyters wishing  to address the presbytery, shall PROMPTLY proceed to the nearest microphone,
b. Address the Moderator (- “Madame Moderator” or “Mister Moderator”),  and  WAIT to be recognized by - the moderator- (RROO, section 3).

c. Once recognized, presbyters are asked first to  state name and church connection, then address the motion (RROO, section 41), or make a point-of-order.

d. Speeches during debate are limited to two minutes each (RROO, section 15).

e. The moderator will try to alternate Pro and Con speeches (RROO, section 41), but will also recognize neutral observations or questions for clarification as identified.

5. MOTIONS

a. Motions from a Committee are presumed to carry a second (RROO, section 4).

b. A person making a motion is entitled to speak first in debate (RROO, section 4),for no more than four minutes.

c. Any motion introduced on the floor SHALL  be legibly written and submitted to the stated clerk, AS IT IS INTRODUCED.

d. All business shall be submitted to the presbytery office in time to be published in THE PACKET, which goes online two weeks prior to each stated meeting.  New Business shall be submitted at least four days prior to the meeting of the presbytery.  All New Business shall be published on the presbytery’s website three days prior to the presbytery meeting.

e. Business not published as in 5.d. can only be introduced with the consent of two-thirds vote of the Presbytery.  Addenda may be made available at the meeting, if referenced in the published Docket.
6. VOTING:  The moderator shall use the most expeditious form of voting (RROO, section 44):

a. Unanimous consent

b. Voice vote (“those in favor .... those opposed”)

c. Rising or show of hands (The moderator may use tellers to take an actual count, or the moderator may simply “eyeball” the result).

d. A written ballot – which is not a matter of right; it may be provided by the moderator, or  ordered by a majority vote of the presbytery.

7.  ABSENCES
a.  Elder Commissioners and minister-members of the presbytery are requested to alert the stated clerk of anticipated absences. 
b.  Attendance will be recorded in the minutes as “present” or “absent.”  

8. PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR AND VOTE
a. 
b. 
c. 
1) 





d. 
a) Certain elders are granted privilege of floor AND vote: 

1) Former moderators of the Presbytery of New Covenant and its antecedent presbyteries -- the Presbytery of Brazos, and the Presbytery of the Gulf Coast from 1980 forward). 

2) Elders elected by the presbytery as general/executive presbyters or associate general/executive presbyters.

3) Elders serving in specified offices under the presbytery, namely members of General Council and chairs of primary committees and divisions of the presbytery. 

4) Commissioned Lay Pastors, if the Presbytery has authorized these functions.

5) Certified Christian Educators (who are ordained elders), during the term of service in an educational ministry under the jurisdiction of the presbytery (G-11.0407), whether paid or volunteer. 

6) Certified Fellows in Presbyterian Church Business Administration (who are ordained elders) (G-14.0742, G-14.0744).

b) Privilege of floor WITHOUT vote is granted to: 

1) Ministers of Word and Sacrament who are members of other presbyteries of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) and who register with the stated clerk. 

2) Persons who represent institutions of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) or ecumenical agencies related to the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) and who register with the stated clerk.
3) Non-elder Certified Christian Educators and Certified Associate Christian Educators serving in educational ministry within the bounds of the presbytery. 

4) Non-elder certified church professionals within the bounds of the Presbytery who are employed on at least a half-time basis by a church or agency of the Presbytery, (G-14.0742 and G-14.0744). 

SUMMARY GUIDELINES FOR FLOOR DISCUSSION
1. The presenter of the motion shall be given no more than four minutes to speak to the motion after it is made.  The time limit for each speaker during floor discussion shall be two minutes**, unless the assembly votes to change the time. 
2. Presbyters shall ordinarily speak only once during floor discussion of each motion.
3. The moderator will attempt to call upon speakers pro and con in alternating order, but is free to take a neutral observation or question for clarification in any order.
4. There shall be no applause or vocal expressions of approval or disapproval.
**A yellow card will be held up after 1 ½ minutes; a red card will be held up when the time limit is reached.
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