DRAFT MINUTES

The Presbytery of New Covenant

“Growing congregations that passionately engage their community to make disciples.”

Called Special Meeting

Tuesday, July 14, 2009 – 11:00 am

Korean Young Nak Presbyterian Church

Houston, TX

GATHERING

At 11:00 am, Moderator Wayne Eberly, called the meeting of the presbytery to order with prayer.  

    11:05 am
Opening Business

The Moderator called on the Stated Clerk, the Rev. Diane Prevary, who declared a quorum to be present and moved the adoption of the docket, as printed in the presbytery meeting packet.  The DOCKET was approved as follows:
*****

THE DOCKET

Please turn off all cell-phones and electronics.

GATHERING

  11:00 am
Call to Order with Prayer.
         

        Moderator, The Rev. Wayne Eberly

   

Opening Business

· Declaration of Quorum and Adoption of the Docket   
· Welcome by Host Church   (The Rev. Ok-Kee Kim)

· Welcome of Others –  New Minister-Members
Report of the Stated Clerk (B)                        
 The Rev. Diane Prevary (H.R.)

    

Moderator’s Remarks and Appointments  

  11:15 am
Sermon for Ordination

                     
 Candidate Ryan Cook

Committee on Ministry (D)



       The Rev. Dean Pogue

          Floor Examination of the Candidate 

Committee on Preparation (E)  
              [written report in PACKET only]

  11:50 am
Nominating Committee (H) [in Addendum at meeting]          Elder Mary Lee Going

   

Report of General Council (F, F.1, F.2)               
             Elder Garry Schoonover

Action Item:  (F) Concurrence with action of General Council regarding WPC, Beaumont Administrative Commission
Action Item:  (F.1)  Consideration of Restated Bylaws for the Presbytery of New 

Covenant (in PACKET)

Action Item:  (F.2)  Consideration of Proposed Budget for 2009-2010 (Excel document posted separately on website)







Adjournment 

*****
Welcome
1.  The Rev. Ok-Kee Kim, Pastor of the Korean Young Nak Presbyterian Church, welcomed the presbytery on behalf of the session and congregation. 
2.  Stated Clerk Diane Prevary led a time of introductions, recognizing first-time commissioners. 
3. New Minister-Members were asked to introduce themselves: The Rev. Kent Landry, Pastor of Southminster Presbyterian Church in Missouri City; the Rev. Jerry Hurst, Pastor of Heritage Presbyterian Church in Houston; The Rev. Thomas Edwards, Associate Pastor of the First Presbyterian Church in Kingwood, TX.  The Grand Lakes church members present and also Ryan Cook’s wife Jan were introduced.  Ryan, who is being called to be Associate Pastor of the Grand Lakes Presbyterian Church in Katy, TX, will preach his sermon for ordination later this morning.     There were no Corresponding Members present at this meeting. 
Reports and Action Items:
4. Stated Clerk:  The Stated Clerk highlighted a number of items in her report (B – attached).   

a)  One action taken on behalf of the presbytery to receive the final report of Investigating Committee #2-09 which was dismissed with gratitude for their service.
b)  The Stated Clerk recommended and moved that the minutes of the Stated Meeting on May 9 be approved as posted on the presbytery’s website.  Motion passed. 
5. Moderator’s Remarks and Appointments

a) Appointed the following persons to serve as Tellers during the meeting: 

Elders:  Jim Taylor (Huntsville, First); Angier Peavy (Lufkin, First)
Ministers: Shawn Kang (Pathways) and Philip Chiang (Houston, Grace Taiwan)  
b)  The moderator encouraged participation at the upcoming August 1st and 2nd Weekend of Service and Celebration, describing it as Jubilee, having the element of “inalienable right of belonging.”  54 congregations have signed up to participate thus far.
6. At 11:15 am the Rev. Dean Pogue, chair of COM’s Committee on Examinations presented Ryan Cook, who has been called to be the Associate Pastor of Grand Lakes Presbyterian Church in Katy, TX.  The Moderator offered a prayer.

Sermon for Ordination – Candidate Ryan Cook

Opportunity was given for a floor examination relating to the candidate’s sermon.  There were no questions.  Rev. Pogue moved that the sermon portion of the examination be approved.  Motion passed. 

After questions from the floor, Rev. Pogue moved that Mr. Cook’s examination be sustained as a whole.  Motion passed.  The moderator offered a prayer.  Mr. Cook was welcomed by the body.
7. Committee on Preparation (E) (written report in PACKET only)

8. Elder Mary Lee Going placed in nomination the names found in the Nominating Committee Report: (H.1) in the ADDENDUM.  There being no further nominations, the nominees were elected, as presented by the committee. 

    
She reported that the Nominating Committee endorsed the following to serve Annual Hispanic Women’s Conference:  Elders Ruth Flores, Eloise Jimenez, and Eudelia Ramirez.

9. The Report of General Council, found at (F, F.1, F.2), was presented by the Moderator of GC, and Moderator-Elect of the Presbytery, Elder Garry Schoonover.

a) Elder Schoonover reported that in regard to the request for consideration of participation as an organization in The Houston Coalition for Immigration Reform, the General Presbyter has requested that the Rev. Tim Phillips stay in touch with the group.  He said that General Council is entering into a period of discernment led by the Ecclesiastical Affairs Committee around this issue, giving opportunities for respectful dialogue
b) Elder Schoonover reminded each church to send a cross for display in the presbytery office by September 1.

c) The motion passed to adopt the Restated Bylaws of the Presbytery of New Covenant found at F.1 in the PACKET.  This constitutes the first of two positive votes required by the current Bylaws.  The second vote will be scheduled at the November 14, 2009 Stated Meeting of the Presbytery.  Elder Schoonover thanked the Stated Clerk the Rev. Diane Prevary and Elder Jane Larkin for their efforts in putting together this document and the Manual of Operations over the past 1 ½ years.

d) The motion was made to adopt the proposed Budget for 2009-2010 for the Presbytery of New Covenant (F.2 found separately in the meeting materials at www.pbyofnewcovenant.org and F.2a in this PACKET) after changing the footnote referral from line 57 to line 56.  General Council commended the Finance Committee for their work.  After discussion, the motion carried.
e) Motion carried to concur with General Council’s action (F) to grant authority to the Administrative Commission for Westminster Presbyterian Church, Beaumont, TX to approve the sale of the property of Westminster Presbyterian Church, Beaumont, TX and the distribution of the proceeds as requested by the session (see II. E & F of this report).  The presbytery expressed gratitude for the life of the church.

The final registration numbers are:  Ministers – 62; Commissioners – 59; Commissioned Lay Pastors (2 voting) – 2; Certified/Associate Church Educators – 1; Elders with Privilege – 6; Former Moderators – 2; Presbytery Staff – 2; Fellow – NACBA – 1; Visitors – 3; Inquirer/Candidate – 1; Other Church Professionals – 1, for a total of 140.
1:45 pm Adjournment with appreciation to the host church, Korean Young Nak.

The moderator closed the meeting with prayer.
Respectfully submitted,

Janice Schessler

Recording Clerk
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