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Stated Meeting of the Presbytery of New Covenant
Saturday, February 11,2012

Hosted by Memorial Drive Presbyterian Church
11612 Memorial Drive, Houston, TX

Discerning the Winds of the Spirit:
Negotiating Our Way in a Time of Transition

Frances Taylor Gench is the Herbert Worth and Annie H. Jackson Professor of Biblical Interpretation at Union
Presbyterian Seminary in Richmond, Virginia. Prior to joining the Union-PSCE faculty in 1999, she taught

for 13 years at Gettysburg Lutheran Seminary (Pennsylvania). She is a graduate of Davidson College and
Union Theological Seminary in Virginia (now Union Presbyterian Seminary; M.Div., Ph.D.). She was a member
of the PC(USA) General Assembly’s Theological Task Force on Peace, Unity, and Purity of the Church, and

is the author of Faithful Disagreement: Wrestling with Scripture in the Midst of Church Conflict (WJKP, 2009);
Encounters with Jesus: Studies in the Gospel of John (WJKP, 2007); Back to the Well: Women’s Encounters with
Jesus in the Gospels (WJKP, 2004), Hebrews and James (Westminster Bible Companion; WJKP, 1996), and two
Horizons Bible Studies for Presbyterian Women.
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Meeting of the Presbytery of New Covenant

Saturday, February 11, 2012    (9:00 am)

Memorial Drive Presbyterian Church, Houston, TX
Registration Form

Please complete this form and bring it with you to the meeting.  Thank you

Name:_______________________________________________________________

Mailing address: _______________________________________________________

E-mail address:_________________________________________________________

Church/City:___________________________________________________________

Are you a first-time commissioner?  _____Yes     _____No

CHECK ONLY ONE BOX BELOW

VOTING (check only one)

· Minister Member

· Elder Commissioner

(Elected from session of church listed above)

· Commissioned Lay Pastor

· Certified Church Educator

· Associate Certified Church Educator

· Elder with Privilege by Virtue of Office

(Currently in a Presbytery leadership position, designated for this privilege)

· Former Moderator of Presbytery

· Elected Presbytery Staff

· Fellow – NACBA (National Association of Church Business Administrators)
NON-VOTING (check only one)

· Corresponding Minister-Member from ______________________

· Visitor from ________________

· Presbytery Staff

· Inquirer/Candidate under care

· Commissioned Lay Pastor (without voting privileges)

· Other Church Professional

(Non-certified Educator, Youth Director, Business Administrator, Music Director, other)

CALL TO THE STATED MEETING

The Presbytery of New Covenant, Synod of the Sun, Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)

Saturday, February 11, 2012   9:00 am

Memorial Drive Presbyterian Church

11612 Memorial Drive – Houston, TX 77024-7299
713/782-1710
This meeting of the presbytery will be called to order at 9:00 am.
There is an Orientation Session for first-time commissioners at 8:30 am in the Chapel








We are pleased to welcome Frances Taylor Gench to our presbytery meeting on February 11th, as we kick off our “Year of Biblical Scholarship” theme.  Fran is a well-known scholar serving the church at Union Theological Seminary in Virginia.  A thought provoking author, she travels our country and around the world sharing God’s Word!  She recently has returned from Africa where she traveled with students from the seminary.

We have been hearing a lot about being “relational” and “missional” in our travels.  We hope to use this presbytery meeting to help you to get to know each other better.  We encourage you to “mix it up” a little, and to sit with people you don’t know so you might meet some new folks.  We are grateful that Memorial Drive Presbyterian Church has the flexibility in the use of facility for us to try something a little different!

In learning more about how to be “missional”, we welcome three people to join us as we have moments of “celebration of ministry”.  Our offering will help the pastors of our New Church Developments to be able to attend a conference later this year.  They are being missional as they reach out to draw people to Christ, and many while being employed in other jobs, while they pastor their congregations.  The work of New Church Development is hard, and we celebrate the contributions that they make in the life of our presbytery.

We will celebrate, share fellowship around tables, listen to people share the Word of God … and, yes, do a little business.  Many thanks to those who work hard behind the scenes to make our meetings happen.  Please join us, because together “WE ARE NEW COVENANT!”

Lynn Hargrove

Stated Clerk
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Presbytery meeting survey and comment sheet

1. Why did you attend the presbytery meeting, e.g. RE Commissioner or TE member of the Presbytery, other reason?

2.  Is a day other than Saturday better for presbytery meetings and, if so, which day?

3.  Was the meeting start time acceptable for you or would prefer an earlier or later start? _____________  Identify a commissioner orientation start time (normally 45 minutes prior to the start of the presbytery meeting)?

4.  Which of the following statements do you prefer?

     ____ a.  Fewer, but perhaps longer meetings 

     ____ b.  Shorter meetings with business only

     ____ c.  I like them the way they are

     ____ d.  Other (please specify____)

5.  What did you most enjoy about this presbytery meeting?

6.  What did you like least about this presbytery meeting?

7. How do you think that presbytery meetings could be improved?

8. Are there any other comments you have for the Ecclesiastical Affairs Committee who make the arrangements for presbytery meetings?

9. If you left the meeting before adjournment, why did you do so?

Name (Optional):____________________________________ Gender (F/M):___
Age:_______
Contact Info (if response desired):_______________________ Date of Meeting: ______________
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The Presbytery of New Covenant

“Growing congregations that passionately engage their community to make disciples.”
Stated Meeting

Saturday, February 11, 2012
Memorial Drive Presbyterian Church, 11612 Memorial Drive, Houston, TX 77024
713/782-1710

This year’s theme – The Year of Biblical Scholarship

Offering: New Church Development Pastor Scholarship Fund for Conference Attendance
8:30 am
New Commissioner Orientation will take place in the Chapel
8:30 am   
Registration in the Summit Room

Rooms will be available all day for prayer and meditation:  near Fellowship Hall in the morning and near the Sanctuary in the afternoon. Signs will direct you to these locations.
PROPOSED

THE DOCKET
Please SILENCE all electronic devices (laptops, cellphones, pagers, iPAD’s, etc., etc.)

TE = Teaching Elder; RE=Ruling Elder
   8:55 am
Gathering Hymn, “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee”
   9:00 am
Call to Order and Opening Prayer

     Moderator, RE Mary Lee Going
WORSHIP – Frances Taylor Gench, preaching

Minute for Mission–RE Carlton Currie, Chair of New Church Development         Committee


  10:00 am
Opening Business





  Moderator & Stated Clerk
· Declaration of Quorum and Adoption of the Docket   

· Welcome by Host Church   (TE Dave Peterson)
· Welcome of Others (First-time Commissioners, Corresponding Members, New Minister-Members, Visitors)
· Report of the Stated Clerk (B)                                       TE Lynn Hargrove
Reports of Investigating Committees (01-11,02-10)

Administrative Commissions for Installations/Ordinations

· Omnibus Motion (B.1)
· Moderator’s Remarks and Appointments 
Scott Cummings (Pearland, Peace)– to serve on the Nominating Committee, Class of 2014
  10:20 am
Ecclesiastical Affairs (C.1) – Ruling Elder John Jo   
Consideration of Proposed Overture from Covenant, College Station and Grand Lakes, Katy (C.1a)   
 10:50 am     Celebration of Ministry:  Don Wehmeyer, Mission in Mexico 

 11:00 am
Keynote:  
Frances Taylor Gench 

Celebration of Ministry:  Schreiner University, RE Eldon Sheffer 
11:55 am
Blessing before the meal/instructions

 NOON
FELLOWSHIP AT TABLE




  1:00 pm 
Reconvening Hymn, “I Love to Tell the Story”    





Sermons for Ordination
                         
  1:30 pm
Committee on Ministry (D) – RE Shelley Hernandez
1. Floor Examination for Ordination
2. Action Items         

Service of Retirement 


Committee on Preparation for Ministry (E)


        TE Nora Fitch

Service of Candidacy
Celebration of Ministry:            Camp Cho-Yeh               Jason Brown, President
Ministries Division (G)





   RE John Freeman
Administrative Division (C)




         RE Jim Taylor
Nominating Committee (H)



              RE   Bart Henson
Report of General Council (F)




   TE Winfield Jones

State of the Presbytery – “The Epistle of Michael”                     TE Mike Cole

New Business (only if submitted four days prior to meeting date, so it can be posted online 3 days prior)
Adjournment  

(by rule of the presbytery, no later than 4pm, unless the assembly votes by a 2/3rd majority to extend beyond) 


following adjournment, clerks will meet for session records review in Room 170 and treasurers for a workshop with forbes baker, director of finance and business affairs of the presbytery in the Summit Room 
the next session records review and treasurer’s workshop will be held on Saturday, february 18 at Trinity presbyterian church in port neches.  clerks and treasurers may register with janice schessler (jschessler@pbyofnewcovenant.org).

the next stated meeting of the presbytery of new covenant will be

saturday, june 9, 2012  @ St. Andrew’s presbyterian church, houston, TX

KEYNOTE SPEAKER AND PREACHER FOR THE DAY

WALTER BRUEGGEMAN

B

STATED CLERK
REPORT TO PRESBYTERY

February 11, 2012
I. Recommendation for presbytery action:  

A.  Move and recommend adoption of the Omnibus Motion (B.1).

II. 
Actions taken on behalf of presbytery: 
A. Received the reports of the following Administrative Commissions for ordinations/ installations/chartering.  The commissions have now been dismissed with the gratitude of the presbytery:
1. To ordain and install Jane Pettit as Associate Pastor of Grace Presbyterian Church of   Houston, Texas during a service of worship on Sunday, July 17, 2011 at 11:15 am.

2. To install The Rev. Craig S. King as Teaching Elder of First Presbyterian Church of Alvin, Texas, during a service of worship on Sunday, November 6, 2011 at 3:00 pm.

3. To install The Rev. Becky Downs as Designated Pastor of John Knox Presbyterian Church during a service of worship on Sunday, October 30, 2011 at 4:00 pm.

4. To install The Rev. Katrina Pennington as Associate Pastor of Clear Lake Presbyterian Church during a service of worship on Sunday, January 22, 2012 at 4:00pm.

B. Received the renunciation from jurisdiction of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) from John Mark Cooper, effective November 2, 2011.
C. Dismissed with gratitude Investigating Committee #01-11:  TE Dr. Robert F. Murphy, Jr., RE’s Susan McPhail Wittjen (LaMarque Presbyterian Church), and Patrick F. (Tim) Timmons (Houston, Pines Presbyterian Church).
III.            Items for Information:  
A.  New minister-members of the presbytery will introduce themselves at this meeting, will sign THE BOOK, and the assembly is invited to extend to them the right-hand-of-fellowship during the lunch break and after adjournment.
B.1

OMNIBUS MOTION

February 11, 2012 Meeting of the Presbytery of New Covenant

THE OMNIBUS MOTION is used to expedite routine business and usually does not require discussion and debate. The following motions are included in a single “Omnibus Motion” for a single vote unless there is a request to lift one or more of the motions out. If you have questionsor would like information about any items in the Omnibus Motion, please request that item be lifted out for separate consideration.  At the time the Omnibus is presented, a commissioner/minister may request that an item be lifted for discussion at a later time in the meeting.  This requires no vote of Presbytery.  The Stated Clerk will announce when the item will be considered.

FROM THE STATED CLERK (B)

Move and recommend approval of the minutes of the Stated Meeting of the Presbytery of New Covenant on Saturday, October 22, 2011, and the Called Meeting on Saturday, December 10, 2011, as distributed (posted separately on the presbytery’s website, as part of the Meeting Materials for today’s meeting).

[end.Omnibus]
C.1a

FROM ECCLESIASTICAL AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

PROPOSED ACTION ITEM:
February 11, 2011 Stated Meeting of the Presbytery of New Covenant
Proposed Overture to the Presbytery of New Covenant and, if passed, to the 220th General Assembly of the PC(USA), from the sessions of Grand Lakes Presbyterian Church, Katy, TX and Covenant Presbyterian Church, College Station, TX:
Whereas, the 216th General Assembly (2004) instructed Mission Responsibility through Investment (MRTI) to begin “a process of phased selective divestment in multinational corporations operating in Israel, in accordance to General Assembly policy on social investing, and to make appropriate recommendations to the General Assembly Council for action” without prior General Assembly study; and
Whereas the 217th General Assembly (2006) replaced those instructions with the following:

“To urge that financial investments of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), as they pertain to Israel, Gaza, East Jerusalem, and the West Bank, be invested in only peaceful pursuits, and affirm that the customary corporate engagement process of the Committee on Mission Responsibility Through Investments of our denomination is the proper vehicle for achieving this goal;” and

Whereas the 217th General Assembly (2006) stated in reference to the action of the 216th General Assembly on phased selective divestment, “We acknowledge that the actions of the 216th General Assembly (2004) caused hurt and misunderstanding among many members of the Jewish community and within our Presbyterian communion. We are grieved by the pain that this has caused, accept responsibility for the flaws in our process, and ask for a new season of mutual understanding and dialogue;” and

Whereas the 217th General Assembly directed “Mission Responsibility Through Investment (MRTI) to ensure that its strategies for engaging corporations with regard to Israeli and Palestinian territories:
a. Reflect the application of fundamental principles of justice and peace common to Christianity, Islam, and Judaism that are appropriate to the practical realities of Israeli and Palestinian societies.

b. Reflect commitment to positive outcomes.

c. Reflect awareness of potential impact upon the stability, future viability, and prosperity of both the Israeli and Palestinian economies.

d. Identify affirmative investment opportunities as they pertain to Israel, Gaza, East Jerusalem, and the West Bank;” and
Whereas singling out a country as a basis for phased selective divestment is an extraordinary step, which should be based on evidence of singularly egregious behavior; and

Whereas multiple nations involved in the Middle East have exhibited non-peaceful intent and behavior worthy of our attention; and

Whereas identifying Israel as a focus of phased selective divestment has damaged relationships between Presbyterians and Jews; and 

Whereas the Presbytery of New Covenant believes the 216th General Assembly  (2004) did err in initiating a process of phased selective divestment without the benefit of prior substantiated, objective and verifiable documentation of companies operating in Israel in opposition to the General Assembly policy on social investing; and

Whereas, MRTI has discharged the instructions of the 216th General Assembly by engaging, or attempting to engage, corporations doing business in Israel in which PC(U.S.A.)-related entities have investments in order to discourage those corporations from pursuing non-peaceful profits; and

Whereas, the charge to MRTI did not include instruction to consider how corporations doing business in Israel follow the corporate practices encouraged by the PC(U.S.A.) as well as how such corporations pursue non-peaceful profits; and 

Whereas, some reaction to MRTI’s recommendation has indicated that the General Assembly policies concerning investment as well as the implications of divestment are not clearly understood by all members of the PC(U.S.A.); and

Whereas, there appears to be some confusion in the PC(U.S.A.) and among the general public about the relationship between divestment and peacemaking; 

Now Therefore:

The Presbytery of New Covenant respectfully overtures the 220th General Assembly (2012) to:

1. Express appreciation to Mission Responsibility through Investment (MRTI) for their diligent efforts to insure that the investments of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) reflect the principles of ethical Christians;
2. Direct Mission Responsibility Through Investment (MRTI) to expend no further efforts in regard to the instruction of the 216th General Assembly (2004);
3. Disapprove the MRTI’s recommendation of divestment from Caterpillar, Hewlett-Packard, and Motorola Solutions;

4. Encourage future General Assemblies to thoroughly document, discuss and debate the rationale for phased selective divestment of specific companies before initiating the process of phased selective divestment;
5. Direct MRTI to include information in future efforts on phased selective divestment regarding the existence and implementation of corporate policies in each company being investigated including, but not limited to: environmental stewardship, fair hiring and employment practices, and pursuits that encourage and/or support peace so that the General Assembly may have a more comprehensive understanding of how investment in these companies does and does not reflect business principles which the PC(U.S.A.) supports;

6. Direct MRTI to provide information in the future concerning the underlying investments, including the number and value of shares outstanding for each company being investigated on the date the members of MRTI agree on a divestment as well as the number and value of shares owned by  PC(USA)-related entities that might be sold pursuant to a divestment decision on that same date;

7. Direct that all PC(U.S.A.)-related entities whose investment practices are affected by General Assembly decisions to divest publish electronically a list of all organizations in which those entities currently have investments with such lists to be updated annually; and

8. Direct the MRTI, the Stated Clerk, and the General Assembly Mission Council to provide more information to the members of the PC(U.S.A.) about ethical investment and divestment, including clear explanations of General Assembly investment policies and what divestment is as well as clarification about the relationship, or lack thereof, between ethical investment and the mission of peacemaking, through electronic articles, publication in existing PC(U.S.A.) journals and newspapers, statements through other already-existing means of communication, and other means of education and discussion within the PC(U.S.A.).
Rationale
In the mid-afternoon of Friday, July 2, 2004 the 216th General Assembly (2004) approved a response to an overture seeking support for the Geneva Accord.   This response, written by commissioners on the General Assembly Committee on Peacemaking raised twelve points regarding peace between Israel and the Palestinians, ranging from “the sovereignty of God over all nations, states, governments, and peoples,” to a call to all governments to forge “negotiated compromises that open a path to peace.”   The last of these points was a one sentence historic call for Mission Responsibility Through Investment “to initiate a process of phased selective divestment in multinational corporations operating in Israel, in accordance to General Assembly policy on social investing, and to make appropriate recommendations to the General Assembly Council for action.”   This action was taken by the General Assembly despite having no detailed information on why Israel, of all nations in the world, should be singled out as deserving the potential punishment of divestment or which corporations would be targeted.   In essence the General Assembly gave “carte blanche” to the MRTI to find corporations operating in Israel in which the PCUSA has investments which might be in opposition to our policy on social investing.

Two years later, on Wednesday afternoon, June 21, 2006, the 217th General Assembly approved a resolution to “replace” the instructions of the 216th General Assembly to MRTI with the following:  “To urge that financial investments of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), as they pertain to Israel, Gaza, East Jerusalem, and the West Bank, be invested in only peaceful pursuits, and affirm that the customary corporate engagement process of the Committee on Mission Responsibility Through Investments of our denomination is the proper vehicle for achieving this goal.”  This resolution was written by commissioners serving on the General Assembly Committee on Peacemaking and international Issues in response to overtures from seventeen presbyteries (10% of all presbyteries) calling the General Assembly to rescind the instructions of the 216th General Assembly to the MRTI initiating a process of phased selective divestment. 

The 217th General Assembly issued the following extraordinary statement to clarify its desire to change the direction set in motion by the flawed process of the 216th General Assembly:   “We acknowledge that the actions of the 216th General Assembly (2004) caused hurt and misunderstanding among many members of the Jewish community and within our Presbyterian communion. We are grieved by the pain that this has caused, accept responsibility for the flaws in our process, and ask for a new season of mutual understanding and dialogue.”
We believe that the action of the 217th General Assembly re-directed the MRTI Committee away from a divestment process and toward a peaceful investment process.   However, the MRTI Committee has continued to operate as if their 2004 instructions for phased selective divestment were still in place and has moved us inexorably to a point of potential divestment from three corporations operating in Israel:  Caterpillar, Motorola Solutions and Hewlett-Packard.

We believe the 220th General Assembly needs to issue clear, unequivocal and binding instructions to MRTI to cease pursuit of a strategy that was replaced in 2006 and to disapprove their recommendation of divestment.  We prayerfully and strongly encourage the 220th General Assembly to provide clear instruction to MRTI regarding the types of information the General Assembly expects if it is asked to initiate a process of phased selective divestment or approve divestment from specific corporations.   We ask the 220th General Assembly to advise future General Assemblies to require thorough documentation, discussion and debate of the rationale for initiating a process of phased selective divestment prior to making such an historic decision.   If phased selective divestment is a viable strategy for peacemaking in today’s complex world, we believe PC(U.S.A.) members should receive more information about ethical investing and the mission of peacemaking.
This overture was adopted by the session of Grand Lakes Presbyterian Church, Katy, TX, at their stated meeting on November 28, 2011, and by the session of Covenant Presbyterian Church, College Station, TX, at their stated meeting on December 13, 2011.
C.2 & C.2a
Financial Reports are posted separately online in meeting materials.
D

Presbytery Report

Committee on Ministry

February 11, 2012

I.  Recommendation for Presbytery action:

    A.  The committee recommends and moves that the examination of Mark Plunkett,  candidate for  ordination be sustained.   

     B.  The committee recommends and moves that the Reverend Alice Geils Nord be granted Honorably Retired status effective March 1, 2012.

    C.  The committee recommends and moves that the Reverend Bernard Nord be granted Honorably Retired status effective  March 1, 2012.
    D.  The committee recommends and moves that the Reverend Philip Chiang be granted Honorably Retired status effective March 1, 2012.
    E.  The committee recommends and moves that the Reverend Joseph Daniel Intsiful be granted Honorably Retired status effective May 1, 2012.
II.  Actions taken on behalf of Presbytery - November 1, 2011 Meeting
      A.  Approved Pastoral Calls
           1.  The Reverend Katrina Pennington called to serve as Associate Pastor at     

                Clear Lake Presbyterian Church, Houston effective 11/21/11.   Pastoral call            

                approved by COM 9/6/11; Presbytery approved waiver of language 
                requirements on 10/22/11;  sustained the examination of Committee on 
                Examinations  on 10/29/11; COM sustained examination 11/ 1/11. 

	Salary
	$41,558

	Housing and Utility Allowance
	  13,852

	Social Security 
	    4,590

	Professional Expenses
	    3,500

	Board of Pensions Dues @ Full 31 ½ %
	  18,900

	Study Leave Allowance/Professional Development   
                                  cumulative for 3 years
	    1,670

	Study Leave              cumulative for 3 years
	 2 weeks

	Vacations
	 4 weeks

	Annual Review
	6/2012


               Ordained:  Southern Baptist 11/86; Education:   1980  BA,  Baylor University; 

               1982   MRE, Golden Gate Baptist Theological Seminary.    (Statement of 
                Faith follows COM report in the packet.)

          2. The Reverend Jonathan Murray called to serve as pastor at St. Paul’s

               Presbyterian Church, Needville effective 1/1/12; approved by COM 11/1/11

	Salary
	 $23,833

	Housing and Utilities
	   14,000

	Auto Allowance
	     2,000

	Books
	        600

	Board of Pensions Dues
	   12,201

	Study Leave Allowance     Cumulative for 3 years
	     1,680

	Study Leave                       Cumulative for 3 years
	   2 weeks

	Vacation
	  4 weeks

	Social Security Compensation   Up to 8.24%
	     3,117

	Annual Review
	  10/12


           3.  Candidate for ordination Mark Plunkett called to serve as transitional pastor at Heritage Presbyterian Church, Houston.   COM validated the call on 11/1/11; sustained the examination of the Committee on Examinations on 12/10/11; COM sustained the examination on 12/10/11.   COM approved contract effective 10/1/11full time (salary $20 per hour/40 hours per week) until he is ordained.   Education:    5/11   MDiv  Princeton Theological Seminary;  Spring 02/Fall 08   Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary 

                (Houston Extension Program); 83/84  Med  Curriculum and Instruction, University of Houston;  76/80  BS  Education, University of Texas at Austin

                (Statement of Faith follows COM report in the packet.)
           4.  The Reverend Michael O’Neil called to serve as pastor at First Presbyterian Church, Angleton, effective 1/1/12;   COM approved call on 11/17/11; sustained examination of the Committee on Examinations on 12/10/11; COM sustained the examination on 12/10/11.
	Salary
	$20,513.40

	Housing and Utility Allowance
	  20,000

	Deferred Income
	    3,000

	Other Paid Insurance
	    1,686.60

	Auto Allowance @ IRS Rate
	    4,000

	Books, Professional Dues
	       300

	Board of Pensions Dues @ full 
	  14,690

	Study Leave Allowance  cumulative for 3 years
	    1,700

	Study Leave time           cumulative for 3 years
	  2 weeks

	Vacation
	  4 weeks

	Social Security Compensation Up to 8.24%
	    3,724.48

	Annual Review
	

	Moving Expenses
	


               Transferring from Grace Presbytery; Ordained:  10/16/94;   Education:   In Process  MCS  Christian Studies with a Church History Emphasis, Vancouver, BC Canada;   4/10  Diploma in Christian Studies,  Regent College, Vancouver, BC, Canada;   94  MA   Christian Education, Presbyterian School of  Christian Education, (Union Presbyterian Seminary), Richmond, VA; 93 MDiv   Columbia Theological Seminary, Decatur, GA;  89  BA  Business,Austin College, Sherman, TX.  (Statement of Faith follows COM report in 
                the packet.)

           5.  The Reverend Nora Fitch called to serve as pastor at St. Thomas Presbyterian Church, Houston effective 1/1/12; COM approved 12/5/11.
	Salary
	$25,000

	Housing and Utility Allowance
	  35,000

	Auto Allowance @ IRS Rate
	    2,000

	Books, Professional Dues
	       325

	Board of Pensions Dues @ full
	  18,900

	Study Leave Allowance  cumulative for 3 years
	    1,670

	Study Leave time          cumulative for 3 years
	  2 weeks

	Vacation
	  4 weeks

	Annual Review
	   9/15/12


 B.  Approved transfer of membership

      1.  The Reverend Judith “Judy” Liljestrand, Honorably Retired; sustained examination of the Committee on Examinations 10/29/11;  COM sustained the examination on 11/1/11.   Transferred from Grace Presbytery; Ordained: 6/28/92; Education:   92  MDiv  Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary; 84 Certification in Counseling, Corpus Christi State University;  81  MS  Corpus Christi State University; 65  B Music  University of Texas, Austin.   (Statement of Faith follows COM report in the packet.)
C.   Approved granting permission to labor out of the bounds of presbytery

      1.  Brian Wiggins  to labor out of bounds in Tropical Florida Presbytery, Fort Lauderdale, Florida to officiate a wedding on January 13, 2012.

D.  Granted Fred Babb, HR, Grace Presbytery permission to labor in the bounds of NCP to perform a wedding at The Wedding Arbor on Saturday, December 3, 2011.

E.   Approved Transfer of Membership for Andrew Adair, Executive Director, The Antioch Partners, member of Grace Presbytery pending meeting with the Initial Contact Team and sustaining examination of the Committee on Examinations.

F.   Approved participation of Andrew Adair, Executive Director, in a previously validated ministry, The Antioch Partners.

G.   Approved Mark Downs in a previously validated ministry, CanCare.

H.   Approved and received as information the letter from Memorial Drive Presbyterian Church  regarding Teaching Elder Rachel Poysky as Interim Director of Children’s Ministry.

I.    Approved request from Tracy Williams, Member at Large to be placed on Pulpit Supply List.
J .  Appointed the following as moderator 

      1.  Sealy, First – Bill Poe

      2.  Angleton, First – Tracy Williams

      3.  La Porte, St. James – Paul Alexander

K.  Granted permission to elect a Pastor Nominating Committee

      1. Houston, Pines - Associate Pastor Nominating Committee

L.   Appointed Transition Teams
      1.  Navasota, First - Judy Liljestrand and Richard Griffin 
      2.  Houston, Heights – Greg Han and Patricia Thomas

      3.  Houston, Grace – Mike Cole and Dean Pogue 

M.  Received letter of resignation from Kristy Forbes Vits as Interim Associate Pastor to Houston, St. Philip – contract ends 1/1/12.

N.  Granted Commissioned Ruling Elder Dr. Mark Smith permission to officiate at the McCann wedding in January 2012 at First Presbyterian Church, Kingwood.
O.  Approved renewal of Commission Ruling Elder for a Particular Service contracts
      1. Between Bob David and NCP/NCD – Restoration Fellowship NCD- for one year  6/1/11 – 6/1/12 and that he be granted permission to perform the following functions with the Restoration Fellowship NCD:  baptism, Lord’s Supper; and perform marriages.

      2. Between Debbie Battise Kleiman and the Indian PC, Livingston for one year 10/31/11 – 10/31/12 and that she be granted permission to perform the following functions – baptism, Lord’s Supper, moderate session, voice at Presbytery Meeting, vote at Presbytery Meeting; and perform marriages.

January 7, 2012 Meeting

A.  Approved Compensation Forms

     1.  Between Galen MacDonald and Livingston, First effective 1/1/12 

	Salary
	$43,000
	$43,000

	Housing and Utility Allowance
	  12,000
	  16,300

	Auto Allowance @ IRS Rate
	    3,500
	    3,500

	Board of Pensions Dues @ full + Dental
	  18,000
	  19,124.25

	Study Leave Allowance      cumulative for 3 years
	    1,700
	    1,700

	Study Leave              time cumulative for 3 years
	  2 weeks
	  2 weeks

	Vacation
	  4 weeks
	  4 weeks

	Annual Review
	11/10/11
	


     2.  Between Tom Sharon and Freeport, First effective 1/1/12

	Salary
	$19,702
	$24,988

	Housing and Utility Allowance
	  18,083
	  13,260

	Auto Allowance @ IRS Rate
	    1,500
	    1,500

	Books, Professional Dues
	       300
	       300

	Board of Pensions Dues @ full 
	  11,437
	  12,335

	Study Leave Allowance    cumulative for 3 years
	    1,450
	    1,450

	Study Leave time         cumulative for 3 years
	
	

	Vacation
	  4 weeks
	  4 weeks

	Social Security Compensation Up to 8.24%
	    3,115
	    3,152

	Annual Review
	
	


    3.  Between Katie Cummings and Houston, Grace, effective 11/1/11

	Salary
	$35,000
	$39,000

	Housing and Utility Allowance
	  45,000
	  45,000

	Other direct compensation/reimbursement (car allowance)
	    3,600
	    3,600

	Other paid insurance - dental
	    1,217
	    1,217

	Cell Phone Allowance 
	       720
	       720

	Board of Pensions Dues @ full 
	   26,717
	  27,977

	Study Leave Allowance  cumulative for 3 years
	     2,000
	   2,000

	Study Leave  time      cumulative for 3 years

Note:  During DMin program leave is increased to 4 weeks
	  2 weeks
	  2 weeks

	Vacation
	  4 weeks
	  4 weeks

	Social Security Compensation Up to 8.24%
	     6,450
	    6,756

	Annual Review
	
	Summer 2012


     4.  Between Katie Cummings and Houston, Grace, effective 1/1/12

	Salary
	$39,000
	$39,000

	Housing and Utility Allowance
	  45,000
	  45,000

	Other direct compensation/reimbursement (car allowance)
	    3,600
	    3,600

	Other paid insurance - dental
	    1,217
	    1,217

	Cell Phone Allowance 
	       720
	       720

	Board of Pensions Dues @ full 
	  27,977
	  28,643

	Study Leave Allowance  cumulative for 3 years
	     2,000
	   2,000

	Study Leave time cumulative for 3 years

Note: During DMin program leave is increased to 4 weeks
	  2 weeks
	  2 weeks

	Vacation
	  4 weeks
	  4 weeks

	Social Security Compensation Up to 8.24%
	     6,756
	    6,756

	Annual Review
	
	Summer 2012


    5.  Between Chris French and Houston, Grace, effective 11/1/11

	Salary
	$47,000
	$51,000

	Housing and Utility Allowance
	  33,000
	  33,000

	Other direct compensation/reimbursement (car allowance)
	    3,600
	    3,600

	Other paid insurance - dental
	       982
	       982

	Cell Phone Allowance 
	       720
	       720

	Board of Pensions Dues @ full 
	   26,643
	  27,903

	Study Leave Allowance    cumulative for 3 years
	     2,000
	    2,000

	Study Leave              time cumulative for 3 years
	  2 weeks
	  2 weeks

	Vacation
	  4 weeks
	  4 weeks

	Social Security Compensation Up to 8.24%
	     6,450
	    6,756

	Grace School Tuition Remission
	   33,192
	  33,192

	Annual Review
	
	Summer 2012


    6.  Between Chris French and Houston, Grace, effective 1/1/12

	Salary
	$51,000
	$51,000

	Housing and Utility Allowance
	  33,000
	  33,000

	Other direct compensation/reimbursement (car allowance)
	    3,600
	    3,600

	Other paid insurance - dental
	       982
	       982

	Cell Phone Allowance 
	       720
	       720

	Board of Pensions Dues @ full 
	   27,903
	  28,568

	Study Leave Allowance  cumulative for 3 years
	     2,000
	    2,000

	Study Leave  time         cumulative for 3 years
	  2 weeks
	  2 weeks

	Vacation
	  4 weeks
	  4 weeks

	Social Security Compensation Up to 8.24%
	     6,756
	    6,756

	Grace School Tuition Remission
	    33,192
	   33,192

	Annual Review
	
	Summer 2012


     7.  Between Michael Fry and Houston, Grace, effective 11/1/11

	Salary
	$35,776
	$39,815

	Housing and Utility Allowance
	  45,000
	  45,000

	Other direct compensation/reimbursement (car allowance)
	    3,600
	    3,600

	Other paid insurance - dental
	       675
	       675

	Cell Phone Allowance 
	       720
	       720

	Board of Pensions Dues @ full 
	   26,791
	  28,063

	Study Leave Allowance  cumulative for 3 years
	     2,000
	    2,000

	Study Leave time        cumulative for 3 years
	  2 weeks
	  2 weeks

	Vacation
	  4 weeks
	  4 weeks

	Social Security Compensation Up to 8.24%
	     6,450
	    6,819

	Annual Review
	
	Summer 2012


     8.  Between Michael Fry and Houston, Grace, effective 1/1/12

	Salary
	$39,815
	$39,815

	Housing and Utility Allowance
	  45,000
	  45,000

	Other direct compensation/reimbursement (car allowance)
	    3,600
	    3,600

	Other paid insurance - dental
	       675
	       675

	Cell Phone Allowance 
	       720
	       720

	Board of Pensions Dues @ full 
	   28,063
	  28,732

	Study Leave Allowance  cumulative for 3 years
	     2,000
	    2,000

	Study Leave time          cumulative for 3 years
	  2 weeks
	  2 weeks

	Vacation
	  4 weeks
	  4 weeks

	Social Security Compensation Up to 8.24%
	     6,819
	    6,819

	Annual Review
	
	Summer 2012


     9.  Between Jane Pettit and Houston, Grace, effective 11/1/11

	Salary
	$38,000
	$41,800

	Housing and Utility Allowance
	  38,000
	  38,000

	Other direct compensation/reimbursement (car allowance)
	    3,600
	    3,600

	Other paid insurance - dental
	       675
	       675

	Cell Phone Allowance 
	       720
	       720

	Board of Pensions Dues @ full 
	   25,287
	  26,483

	Study Leave Allowance  cumulative for 3 years
	     2,000
	    2,000

	Study Leave time           cumulative for 3 years
	  2 weeks
	  2 weeks

	Vacation
	  4 weeks
	  4 weeks

	Social Security Compensation Up to 8.24%
	     6,450
	    6,819

	Annual Review
	
	Summer 2012


    10. Between Jane Pettit and Houston, Grace, effective 1/1/12

	Salary
	$41,800
	$41,800

	Housing and Utility Allowance
	  38,000
	  38,000

	Other direct compensation/reimbursement (car allowance)
	    3,600
	    3,600

	Other paid insurance - dental
	       675
	       675

	Cell Phone Allowance 
	       720
	       720

	Board of Pensions Dues @ full 
	   26,483
	  27,114

	Study Leave Allowance  cumulative for 3 years
	     2,000
	    2,000

	Study Leave time         cumulative for 3 years
	  2 weeks
	  2 weeks

	Vacation
	  4 weeks
	  4 weeks

	Social Security Compensation Up to 8.24%
	     6,450
	    6,819

	Annual Review
	
	Summer 2012


 B.   Granted permission to labor out of the bounds of presbytery

        1.  Brian Wiggins to labor out of bounds in Mission Presbytery to officiate at a funeral on 12/28/11.  

        2. Jim McLeod to labor out of bounds in Mission Presbytery while he serve the Presbyterian Church in LaGrange, TX in December 2011 – January 2012.    
 C.   Granted permission to labor in the bounds of the presbytery

        1.   Kevin Keaton, Missouri River Valley Presbytery he will serve as new Board of Pensions Representative for this Synod; pending examinations to transfer membership

         2.  Michael Brundeen, Mission Presbytery, to officiate at a wedding on 1/1/12 at First Presbyterian Church, Bryan.  

         3.  Jim Miles, Tres Rios Presbytery, to officiate at a wedding on 1/7/12 at Amber Springs, Montgomery County.  

         4.  Timothy Marquez (UCC Minister) temporary membership while he serves as part-time Stated Supply and moderator of session at Sealy, First, pending sustaining examination.

 D.   Approved Transfer of Membership
        1.   Michael Sydnor to Grace Presbytery effective 11/7/11  
        2.   Whitney Wilkinson to Coastal Carolina Presbytery effective 11/29/11     

        3.   William C. Browne to Mid-Kentucky Presbytery effective 11/8/11     
        4.   Tim Galligan to Grace Presbytery effective 12/31/11.

 E.   Granted request to validate ministry to Kristy Forbes Vits’ new call as Development 
        Officer for Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary
 F.   Approved Administrative Commissions

       1. Administrative Commission to install Katrina Pennington as Associate Pastor at Clear Lake Presbyterian Church, Houston, on 1/22/12 at 4 pm  

          To preside and propound the constitutional questions: Ruling Elder Mary Lee Going, Moderator, Houston, St. Andrew’s, Houston
          To preach the sermon:  The Rev. Stephen Oglesbee, Pastor, Houston, Clear Lake

          To charge the pastor:  The Rev. Katie Cummings, Associate Pastor, Houston, Grace

          To charge the congregation:  The Rev. Helen DeLeon, Associate Pastor, Webster

          To complete the commission:  Ruling Elder Marlon Cox, Houston, Clear Lake; Ruling Elder Karen Persley, Bellaire, ChristChurch; The Rev. Daniel Intsiful, Pastor, Houston, Pinecrest; and The Rev. Harold Travis, Houston, Clear Lake United Methodist.

       2. Administrative Commission to ordain and install Isabel S. Rivera-Velez as Teaching Elder at Houston, Juan Marcos at 2:30 pm on 1/29/12

           To preside and propound the constitutional questions: The Rev. Pat Clark, Former Moderator, Houston, St. Stephens

           To preach the sermon:  The Rev. Helen DeLeon, Associate Pastor, Webster

           To charge the pastor:  Commissioned Ruling Elder Imelda Carrillo, Galveston, Emmanuel 

           To charge the congregation:  Ruling Elder Paul Ramirez, Houston, Juan Marcos

           To complete the commission:  The Rev. Hector M. Rivera-Velez, Mission 
             Presbytery, Chaplain, Christus Hospital;  The Rev. Mauricio Chacon, Houston, Memorial Drive/Fuentes de Vida; The Rev. Jake Gonzales, Chaplain, Memorial Hermann, Houston;   Commissioned Ruling Elder Jeanie Williams, Houston, Northwoods

 G. Appointed  moderators
      1.  Houston, St. Philip – Deborah Cooper   

      2.  Sealy, First – Timothy Marquez – UCC Minister – pending examination for temporary membership

      3.  Cleveland, St. Luke’s – Joe MacDonald
 H.  Granted permission to elect a Pastor Nominating Committee

      1. Kingwood, First   - APNC   

      2. Bellaire, ChristChurch – PNC     
 I.   Appointed Liaison for PNC/APNC

      1. Houston, Pines  - APNC – Patty Tremble

      2. Kingwood, First – APNC – Jackie Hannan 

      3.  Bellaire, ChristChurch – PNC – Sharon Carey  

 J.  Approved CIF

      1.  Tomball, First  

      2.  College Station, Covenant    

 K.  Approved Renewal of contract Stated Supply

      1. Between Lynn Hargrove and Houston, St. Giles ½ time effective 1/1/12         

	Salary
	 $10,000
	 $10,000

	Housing Allowance
	   11,250
	   11,250

	Social Security Supplement
	     3,650
	     3,650

	Auto Expenses Reimbursement @ IRS Rate
	     1,250
	     2,250

	Medical & Pension @ Full Rate *Adjustment by BOP in 10/11
	   10,909
	     7,450*

	Professional Development Allowance
	        625
	        625

	Professional Development Time
	      40 hrs
	      40 hrs

	Vacations
	      80 hrs
	      80 hrs

	Other:  Books/Professional Expenses
	        500
	        500

	Annual Review
	
	


 L.  Approved renewal of Contract for Commission Ruling Elders for a Particular Service 
      1.  Between Jon Kotchavar and Spring, Advent for three years effective 1/1/113 – 12/31/15 and that he be granted permission functions:  baptism, Lord’s Supper,  moderate session meetings, voice at presbytery meetings; vote at presbytery meetings, and perform marriages.

      2.  Between Peter Holmes and Tiki Island for three years effective 11/21/11 – 11/20/14 and that he be granted permission to perform the following functions:  baptism, Lord’s Supper, moderate session meetings, voice at presbytery meetings; vote at presbytery meetings, and perform marriages.

      3.  Between Imelda S. Carrillo and Galveston, Emmanuel for one year effective 11/1/11 – 10/31/12 and that she granted permission to perform the following functions:  baptism, Lord’s Supper, voice at presbytery meetings; vote at presbytery meetings and perform marriages

 M.  Approved new contract Stated Supply 

       1.  Between Sealy, First and Timothy Marquez (UCC minister) ¼ time effective  

            1/2/12  

	Salary
	  $1,000/month

	Housing Allowance
	    1,000/month


III. Items For Information
       1.  The Committee on Ministry met on November 1, 2011 and January 7, 2012.  

       2.  FastTrac done on November 13, 2012 with Alvin, First
STATEMENTS OF FAITH

MARK PLUNKETT

I believe in the Trinity: God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy HhjhSpirit.  I believe God created the world and everything in it.  I believe that God is eternal.  I believe that Jesus is the Son of God who came to earth to save all humans.  I believe that the Holy Spirit guides us in many ways as God’s gifts are revealed.  

I believe there is nothing I can do to earn God’s love, but I have a responsibility to do the best I can to live a life worthy of that love.  Because Jesus told the thief who was crucified with Him that they would both be in paradise, there is hope for all sinners.

I take great comfort in knowing that God still loves us just as tenderly when we have doubts.  I believe God does things for me that are highly personal and very special, such as blessing me with my family.  I know God watches over me and guides me as a husband, a parent, a friend, and as a Christian.  I know that I am a better person because of God’s unending love, as well as because of the guidance of the Holy Spirit.

I love the Scriptures, and I feel that studying them can strengthen our relationship with God.  I think that many Christians struggle with the Scriptures because they come to us through the filter of time, translation, and human interpretation; however, it seems to me that the Scriptures are written and translated as accurately as humanly possible.  

I believe God wants churches to be places that are welcoming because God loves everyone.  I also cherish the idea that the Presbyterian Church is “reformed and always reforming.”  As time goes by, God has guided us and shown us new ways to work with each other and to spread the Good News.  Finally, I know that God is still in charge of everything and always has been – and yet, like most honest Christians, I struggle mightily with questions of how such terrible things can happen to very good and loving people.  I hope and believe that in the end, God will reveal everything to us.

JUDITH KAY LILJESTRAND


God is far more than I am able to comprehend.  What I know of God consists of what God has chosen to reveal to me in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ, in the words of Scripture, and in the witness of countless persons of faith who have over the years shared the story of God’s love.


I believe that God is one: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  God created the world and called it good.  By creative word, God gives life; in love, God sustains life.  God loves human persons and desires them to live in relationship with God and with each other.  However, having been given the freedom to make our own choices and to reason for ourselves, we humans have rejected God’s sovereignty in our lives and have fallen into sin.  We choose instead to place ourselves in equality with God and to live as though we control our own destinies.  We find ourselves alone—alienated from God and from each other.  There is nothing we can do to bridge that separation.  It is only God’s action that is able to save us from the fear, guilt, and misery of sin that so permeates our lives.


I believe in Jesus Christ, the Incarnation of God.  In Jesus, God entered into human history.  Jesus knew all of the physical, mental, and spiritual needs that we have.  He was tempted as we are, yet lived without sin.  Jesus touched the untouchables, gave hope to the hopeless, and forgave sinners.  Because he challenged the power structures that upheld unjust practices, the religious authorities felt threatened.  As a result, Jesus was crucified, giving his life for the sins of the world.  On the third day, God raised Jesus from the dead, breaking the power of sin and death, and reconciling the world to God.


It is God’s reconciling work in Jesus Christ that frees us from the grasp of sin.  God has given us a gift that we do not deserve and have not earned—forgiveness.  In Christ, God bridges the gaping separation between God and us and transforms our lives and relationships.


I believe in the Holy Spirit who enables us to respond to God’s grace in Jesus Christ.  As we are brought to faith by the work of the Holy Spirit and are nurtured in faith, we may come to an ever-deepening “knowing” of God.  By God’s Spirit we are empowered to live more in accord with the will of God.  Because we have been first loved, forgiven, and served, we are now able to love, to forgive and to serve.


I believe that God calls us into fellowship—the fellowship of all believers which is the church.  The church is the body of Christ in the world and has as its mission to proclaim to the people of the world the good news of salvation by God’s grace through faith in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior, and to share in Christ’s work of reconciliation.  To be a Presbyterian is to be part of this world-wide church.


God has given to the church two sacraments—Baptism and the Lord’s Supper—which are signs of the power and presence of Christ in the church.  Baptism marks our entry into the body of Christ.  In Baptism, we participate in Jesus’ death and resurrection.  We die to that which separates us from God and are raised to a new life in Christ.  The water of Baptism symbolizes not only our cleansing from sin, but also our inclusion in the covenant of grace in Jesus Christ.  In the Lord’s Supper, we are fed and nourished so that we might grow in Christ.  The bread and cup remind us of Jesus’ life, death, resurrection, and promise to return.  As we share in the fellowship of the Lord’s Table, we are given a taste of the Messianic Banquet that is yet to come.


I understand scripture to be the Word of God as I read it in faith inviting the Holy Spirit to work in me.  By the inspiration of the Spirit, words written down thousands of years ago become God’s word to me today.  Scripture tells of the relationship of God with God’s creation—specifically the human family.  As I read, listen and reflect, I learn not only about who God is and how God has related to persons in the past, but I also become aware that the same God relates to me in much the same way.  In scripture I encounter the story of God’s special revelation to us in Jesus Christ and I discover the truth of who human persons were created to be.    

I rejoice that in life and in death we belong to God and I look for the day when God’s kingdom will be complete.
KATRINA PENNINGTON

I believe in God the Father, the eternal God and the creator of all. God has always been and will always be. God is above all, in all and through all and is so much more than any definition could begin to express.
Genuine knowledge of God is not simply intellectual however. Knowing about God is not the same thing as knowing God. As beings, created in the image of God, we are called into relationship with God. Living in relationship with God is more than simply receiving forgiveness from God and counting on God for eternal salvation. We were created for fellowship, not just in the life to come, but in the lives we are living every day.
I believe in God the Son, my Lord and Savior. I believe that in a mysterious way that is incomprehensible to us, Jesus was completely human and completely divine. Because he lived a life like ours, but defeated sin, as only he could, Jesus understands us. Since he is divine, Jesus redeems us from the oppression of sin which breaks our relationship with God. God loves us as we are, but hates sin, because it destroys and distorts all of creation. Sin is a condition of the heart into which we are all born. It leads to a prideful attitude that says, in essence, that we want to be the god of our own lives.
So Jesus did for us what we could not do for ourselves. God in Christ paid the debt that we owed. He did not atone for us because we deserved it or earned it, but because of God’s great love and grace. On the cross, Jesus defeated sin, death and evil once for all, and the Holy Spirit sealed us in salvation, so that we are eternally secure.
That does not mean that it does not matter how Christians live.  It matters. God calls us to respond to this gift of salvation with gratitude, which leads to a commitment to grow more into the image of Christ and into the people we were created to be. 
I believe in God the Holy Spirit who breathes life into the Scripture, the Sacraments, individual believers and the Church. The Holy Spirit is the One who gives spiritual gifts, equipping believers to live fully in the Kingdom of God as people of God. The Holy Spirit is fully God and strengthens believers to live empowered lives every day.
I believe the Bible is God’s word, inspired by the Holy Spirit. It is a reliable and trustworthy record of God’s revelation of self; however, the words on the pages are merely words without the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. The words of scripture had historical meaning for their original audience, but have continued to have very real meaning in the lives of believers in all ages and are the only source of reliable knowledge of Jesus. 
I believe the Church is the body of Christ in all ages. Followers of Christ were never meant to live out their faith alone, but are to live in covenant relationship, with God and with each other. The Church has been and will continue to be tried and tested, but is secure. The Church is never in jeopardy, because God is within her and she will not fall.  
 Jesus loves the Church and is present in a unique way through the sacraments of baptism and the Lord’s Supper. The Sacraments were established by God and commended by Christ to demonstrate God’s grace to us in tangible ways that help us recognize Christ’s sacrifice and his presence with us through the Holy Spirit. They are mutually dependent acts. Baptism begins our life of faith and the Lord’s Supper nourishes us as we grow in faith.  Adult believers and their children receive baptism as a sign of God’s covenant love and of being given new life in Christ.  They take the Lord’s Supper as a sign and seal of eating and drinking in communion with the crucified and risen Lord.
 One of the most important marks of the Church is unity and love. The Church is called to witness to the love, justice and peace of the kingdom of God to the world, so that people might come to know and love the one triune God who has existed for all time as Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

MICHAEL O’NEIL


We celebrate a God who has created all things and a God who holds all things together through his Son, Jesus Christ. It is this Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior who has chosen to enter into our world in a powerful way who has given us the hope of salvation. He was obedient to the Father who sent him and he humbled himself taking on our sin on the cross and was raised on the third day as he said. He has reconciled us with God by making us his though faith, adopting us into the family of God and making us heirs of the kingdom of God.


I rejoice that I have been saved by grace through faith in Christ and that he has made me a new creation. I identify with Christ and seek to be like him and follow him. While I am still a sinner, God has touched my heart and called me to not only be justified in him but also to be made more holy, sanctified by the indwelling and power of the Holy Spirit. God calls me to live for him and live a life that demonstrates my commitment to him.


We who claim to follow Jesus are called to be his body. He is the head of the body, the church, and we are to be led by him. The Church is also called the bride of Christ and we are to be a holy bride. I think the Dutch Reformed theologian, Abraham Kuyper gives us a powerful reminder when he talks about the sovereignty of Christ that every square inch, every sphere of influence, everything is claimed by Christ. I believe that is an important reminder of the stance we should take with the world around us. We are called to be in the world but not of the world. But, if we take this seriously, how do we engage faithfully and creatively with the arts, business, education, the environment, media, politics, science, sport, etc.?


My theology tends to be traditional. I do place a high value on the authority of Scripture and I unreservedly proclaim that Jesus is Lord and Savior and is the (not a) way to salvation. He is both divine and human and was without sin. I am solidly Presbyterian and find great comfort in the writings of Calvin, the Confessions and others who have spoken powerfully to our faith. I relate well to people across the theological spectrum and appreciate theological diversity in a church, though I personally hold to the historic Christian, Reformed, and Evangelical faith.

BIOGRAPHY

ALICE GEILS NORD AND BERNARD W. “BERNIE” NORD


The Rev. Alice Geils Nord, who together with her husband, the Rev. Bernard W. “Bernie” Nord began their work as co-interim pastors at St. Philip Church in August 2010, says it felt very much like coming back home.


Alice was a former member of New Covenant Presbytery having served as Presbytery moderator in 1994 and as a member of the General Council and various committees and commissions of the Presbytery, elder commissioner from the Kingwood Church, director of youth ministry at the Clear Lake Church from 1991 to 1995, and candidate for ministry under the Presbytery’s care while she attended seminary in Chicago.


Nor was her husband Bernie a stranger to Houston or New Covenant Presbytery having worked with a number of its churches – Lake Jackson, The Pines, Wood Forest and Bellaire, among them -- during seven years as a stewardship consultant for the PCUSA Church Financial Campaign Service (CFCS).


Prior to coming to St. Philip, Alice and Bernie had most recently served Trinity Presbyterian Church in Arlington, VA, Bernie as co-interim pastor for administration and worship serving as head of staff and moderator of the session and Alice as co-interim pastor for pastoral care, evangelism, and fellowship. 


Prior to serving in Virginia, Bernie had been pastor for nine years at Desert Palms Presbyterian Church in Sun City West, AZ, a senior adult community near Phoenix, and at Northminster Presbyterian Church in Evanston, IL for three years before that.

In 1996-97, Bernie was interim pastor at Broad Street Presbyterian in Columbus, OH after having served McCormick Theological Seminary in Chicago as vice president for seminary relations for eight years and the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) as a stewardship consultant and financial campaign director from 1981 to 1988. He is a native of western Pennsylvania (Lawrence County), a Penn State and Pittsburgh Theological Seminary alumnus, and was ordained to the ministry of word and sacrament in 1967. 


Alice’s call to ministry and ordination are more recent. After leaving Houston in 1995, she attended McCormick Seminary in Chicago, which both of her parents had attended. Her father, the Rev. Simon “Spike” Jepson, pastor emeritus of her home church in the Chicago suburb of Elmwood Park and still living at the time, participated in the ordination service and co-officiated with Alice at the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper.


Alice’s first call was to specialized ministry as director of alumni/ae and church relations at McCormick Seminary from 1998 to 2000. In October, 2000, Alice moved from Chicago back to the Southwest, to Sun City, AZ, to become interim associate pastor at Faith Presbyterian Church where she also served almost nine years in ministry to and with senior adults.


Alice and Bernie have been married since 2003. Alice has two children and three grandchildren. A son, Erik, lives and works in New York City. A daughter, Gretchen, lives in North Carolina – where Alice and Bernie plan to live in retirement -- with her husband Rob Bruce and children Jacob (8) and five-year-old twins Lily and Finn.


Bernie has two children, Meredith and Jason, and five grandchildren. Meredith and her husband Ben Hall live in Shelbyville, IN together with Carter (12), McKenna (10), and Ian (8). Jason is a single dad and lives in Covington, GA with Will (12) and Gracie (10).

PHILIP CHIANG


Philip E. Chiang, M.Div, S.T.M., was raised in Hengchun, Taiwan, by Presbyterian parents and a grandfather who was also a devout elder.  He completed theological training and acquired his M.Div. from Tunghai University, Taichung, and Tainan Theological Seminary, Tainan City, Taiwan.  Following his graduation, he served two years as a youth Minister and was licensed as a Licentiate in Taipei Eastgate Presbyterian Church, Taipei. After that he went to Canada and acquired a STM degree in Karl Barth’s systematic theology from the University of Winnipeg, Manitoba. He proceeded to minister for next thirty–three  years  serving as a full time Minister in five pastoral charges: including Taipei Eastgate Church (2 years),Quebec, Montreal Chinese Presbyterian  Church (student Minister 1979-1984), then he was ordained as the minister of Word and Sacrament in Presbyterian Church in Canada (PCC); St John’s, St. Matthew’s, and Zion, New Brunswick, Canada (1984-1994), Toronto Formosan Presbyterian (1994-2002), Grace Taiwan Church, Houston, (2002-2012.) 

       In addition, Philip also actively served the wider Church in various capacities.     He was elected as the Moderator of the Presbytery of Miramichi, Synod of the Atlantic Provinces twice and on the Board of Knox College, at the University of Toronto (a Presbyterian Seminary of PC in Canada), from 1986 to1992.  He also served as a member of Examination Committee in East Toronto Presbytery, the PCC‘s General Assembly’s Special Committee of Sexual Orientation for five years (1995-2000), the International Advisory Ministries for six years; and the convener of Representative of Committee, the Synod of the Sun, two years; a member of COM subcommittee of Examination, Presbytery of New Covenant, 6 years.

       Philip’s ministry was influenced by his uncle and aunt, the Rev. & Mrs. Dr. Andrew C. Chiang. Both of them served as Taiwanese Presbyterian missionaries to Japan many years. He believes the fundamental mission of the Christ’s Church is to grow through service, evangelism, witness, fellowship, and justice. It is very important to show Christ’s love and to serve the Church and the world by our own faith and life.  He loves to read and enjoys fishing, calligraphy and orchid horticulture with his wife, Sophia.  They have three grown children, one son & two daughters, and three grandchildren in Toronto and New York City. Philip and Sophia are indeed very thankful for God’s love and grace toward his families, friends, Colleagues, in Miramichi, East Toronto, PCC, and New Covenant Presbyteries, PCUSA . It is his deepest desire to continue spreading Christ’s love and gospel while letting the Holy Spirit lead lives.  It is also his desire to seek Christ’s will as His servant, and to trust in Him completely with vision.

J. DANIEL INTSIFUL


MY CALL TO MINISTRY OF EVANGELISM  AND  MISSIONS:   I was ordained an elder of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church in 1978 by the Presbytery of Liberia affiliated with the Cumberland Presbyterian Church in the US.     

                                                                                                                                                                         
In 1983, I answered a call to the ministry of the church after 18 years as an engineer in the mining industry in Ghana and Liberia.   I was commissioned a Lay Pastor in 1985 and in 1988 entered Memphis Theological Seminary of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church in Memphis, TN.  I graduated in 1991 with M.Div. and in 1992 with M.A.R. 


On December 8, 1991, I was ordained by the Ohio Valley Presbytery of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church in Providence, KY.  I was called to part-time pastorate at Simpson Chapel of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church in Providence, KY, 1991 to 1992.   From 1993 to 1994, I was called to a part-time pastorate Greenfield Presbyterian Church (USA) at Waterford, MS.  It was at Greenfield Church that I joined PC(USA) and labored in Saint Andrew Presbytery for nine years.  For one and a half years I served at Greenfield Church part-time and seven and a half years full-time at Calvary Presbyterian Church (USA) in Greenville MS, 1994-2001.


I accepted a call to Detroit Presbytery as a full-time Pastor for Broad Street Presbyterian Church (USA) for three years (2001-2003).   In 2004, I accepted a call to Pinecrest Presbyterian Church (USA) for eight years 2004-2012.  I have had a total of 22 years in pastoral ministry with two part-time and three full-time installed positions.  Effective April 30, 2012, I will retire from pastoral ministry to answer a call to ministry of Evangelism and Missions.


On May 1, 2012, I will assume leadership of Christian Intervention Mission International Inc. (CIM International) P.O. Box 750038, Houston, TX 77275, a 501c3 organization having Ministry of Evangelism and Missions, with projects in Ghana and Liberia.


The eight years of labor within the Presbytery of New Covenant has been a fruitful learning experience with tremendous blessings to my next calling.   May the good Lord richly bless us all.
E

Presbytery Report

Committee on Preparation for Ministry

February 11, 2012

I.  Recommendation for Presbytery action:

     A.  Recommend and move that Laureen Suba (Houston, St. Philip), a student at Austin 
            Presbyterian Theological Seminary, be elected as Theological Student Advisory Delegate 

            to the 220th General Assembly of the PC(USA), June 30 – July 7, 2012 in Pittsburg, PA.

      B.  Recommend and move that Jessica Edstrom (Katy, New Hope), a student at Fuller 

            Theological Seminary, be elected as Alternate Theological Student Advisory Delegate to 

            he 220th General Assembly of the PC(USA), June 30 – July 7, 2012 in Pittsburg, PA.

II. Actions taken on behalf of Presbytery 
     October 8, 2011

      A.  Granted Amy Klinkovsky (Bryan, First) permission to take Polity and Theology 

            ordination exams.

      B.  Approved internship at First Presbyterian Church, Encino, CA for Amy Klinkovsky 

           (Bryan, First).

      C.  Approved internship at First Presbyterian Church, Sugar Land for Jessie Edstrom (Katy, 

           New Hope).
      D.  Approved extension of contract at Houston, Heritage for Mark Plunkett (Houston, 

           Spring Branch).

     November 12, 2011

      A.    Approved that Wendy Bleike (Houston, First) be required to receive coaching from an 

              experienced reader approved by the Chair prior to retaking the exam.

      B.    Approved that Rev. Jolene Currie review the Fuller CPE pilot program at Methodist 

              Hospital to determine that it meets the requirements of the Committee.

      C.     Granted Victor Harris (Houston, St. Andrew’s) and Luke Gordon (Houston, 

               Memorial Drive) permission to take ordination exams.  

      D.    Approved Victor Harris (Houston, St. Andrew’s) internship.

      E.    Granted Victor Harris (Houston, St. Andrew’s) permission to have psychological 

              evaluation administered by Trinity Counseling Services.

      F.     Granted Anthony Ceder (Houston, First); Barbara Retzloff (Houston, Pines) and 

              Chad Erb (Kingwood, First) permission to retake ordination exams.  

      G.    Granted permission to retake ordination exam.

      H.    Granted Shelley Homeyer (Houston, First); Brian Long (Atascocita, Atascocita) and   

              Luke Gordon (Houston, Memorial Drive) permission to participate in the Fuller CPE 

              pilot program.  

       I.    Approved Becky Provence (Houston, Memorial Drive) the internship.
     December 3, 2011

     A.  Approved the Fuller CPE program.

     B.  Granted Victor Harris (Houston, St. Andrew’s) permission to take an extra one hour 

           time when taking the following ordination exams:  Theology, Worship and Sacraments 

           and Polity.

     C.  Approved that Shelley Homeyer (Houston, First) internships with Houston, Heights and 

          Houston, First fulfills SPM requirements.

     D.  Approved AnneMarie Wallace (Houston, First) internship and job description.

     E.  Approved assessing Charlie Hornes-Becker (Lufkin, First) as ready to receive a call.

    January 14, 2012

    A.  Approved Andrew Slaughter (Houston, Grace) request to be dropped from the process.
    B.  Granted Charles Kelly (Houston, St. Philip) permission to take ordination exam 

    C.  Approved scholarship for Charles Kelly (Houston, St. Philip) to pay for ordination        

         exams.

    D.  Approved Amy Klinkovsky (Bryan, First) request to meet with the committee on   

         Saturday, February 11, 2012 before the presbytery meeting at Memorial Drive Church at 

         7:30 a.m. to be interviewed to move to candidacy.

    E.  Approved enrolling Will Briggs (Kingwood, First); Brandon Gaide (Houston, 

         Memorial Drive) and Francisco Garibay (Houston, Grace) as inquirers.                                                      

 III. Items For Information
      A.  The Committee on Preparation for Ministry met on October 8, 2011 (Telephone 

            Conference); November 12, 2011, December 3, 2011 and January 14, 2012.

       B. Called meeting of Committee on Preparation for Ministry on Saturday, February 11, 

            2012 at 7:30 am at Memorial Drive Presbyterian Church, Houston.

                             



F

REPORT TO THE PRESBYTERY

GENERAL COUNCIL

February 11, 2012

1. Actions taken on behalf of the presbytery:

a. Established an Administrative Commission for LaMarque Presbyterian Church, to dissolve the congregational relationship and to manage the assets.  Commission members are: TE Helen DeLeon (Webster PC), TE Carol Tompkins (At Large), RE Richard Black (First, Galveston), RE Ralene Coble (Dickinson), and RE Randy Dietel (First, Texas City) who are working with members of the session of the LaMarque Church.

b. To accept the terms of a lease for the property used by Iglesia Latina, Houston.  Further action was to designate RE Pete Koester (Webster PC), who serves as the presbytery’s treasurer, to sign the lease on behalf of the presbytery.

2.  Items for Information:

a. General Council met on November 15, 2011, and on January 21, 2012.

b. VISION INITIATIVE GRANT reports for 2010-2012 were received from First (Brazoria), St. Stephen (Houston), and First (Navasota).  Still due are St. Luke’s (Houston), and First (Tomball).


Moderator:  TE Winfield Jones  



                              Vice-Moderator: TBD   

Class of 2012:  Ruling Elders David Eyre, Nancy Penney; Teaching Elders Mary Currie, Shawn Kang
Class of 2013:  Ruling Elders David Coles, Julia Ann Moffett; Teaching Elders Katie Cummings, Winfield (Casey) Jones

Class of 2014: Ruling Elders Mary Herlitz and Mort McPhail; Teaching Elders Laurey Murphy and Jeff Smith 

2012 Ex Officio (“By Virtue of Office”) w/voice and vote:  

Moderator of Presbytery: 






Ruling Elder Mary Lee Going
Moderator-Elect of Presbytery:  





Teaching Elder Winfield Jones

Moderator of Ministries Division Steering Committee:  



Ruling Elder John Freeman
Moderator of Administrative Division Steering Committee: 


Ruling Elder Jim Taylor
Staff Support (voice, no vote):  

General Presbyter Mike Cole 
Stated Clerk TE Lynn Hargrove    
Associate General Presbyter Mary Marcotte
**** End of GC report ****
***  report *ral Presbyter RE Mary Marcotte

 Committee: RE Jim Taylor

eff Smith

ston), r action was to designate Pete Koester (
H

Nominating Committee

Report to Presbytery

February 11, 2012

COM/A – Administration Subcommittee


Chair, Phil Cummings, Grace, Houston

COM/Contracts


2012 – Carla Burns, St. Philips, Houston

COM/Examinations


2013 – Joanne Purdy, St. Stephens, Houston

2014 – Jeanie Flowers, St. Philip, Houston

2014 – Bonnie Keith, First Pasadena


Vice-chair, Greg Feigh, St. Giles, Houston 

CPM – Committee on Preparation


2013 – Rev. Isabel Rivera-Velez, Juan Marcos Presby.


2014 – Rev. Jane Petit, Grace, Houston

MD-CRT-Congregational Resourcing Team


Chair, Linda Purves, St. Andrews, Beaumont 

MD/ER – Evangelism & Renewal


2014 – Cheryl Miller, Peace, Pearland

DON’T MISS

receiving your copy of…

TUESDAY CONNECT!

Tuesday Connect is a new weekly email from the presbytery that is sent to all in the Presbytery of New Covenant who have given us their email address.* 

The purpose of Tuesday Connect is to build community within the presbytery by keeping our congregations and partner organizations informed in a very timely manner, without filling our InBoxes with multiple emails from the presbytery. 

The information included in Tuesday Connect is short and concise (50-100 words), possibly with a link to more information on a website. For example, an announcement about a special event could be included with a link to additional details on your website about registration and speakers.

We are using an email service, Constant Contact, for the emails. Individual emails will no longer be sent from the presbytery office, except when there is urgent information or an emergency. Patricia Brantley will no longer be sending out emails received from churches or related organizations.

Please send Helen Wolf, hwolf@pbyofnewcovenant.org, your information for Tuesday Connect at any time.

*Give us your email address TODAY by signing the list at the Information Table! 

Postlude
The publication that highlights the events and business conducted at the presbytery meeting will be published on the presbytery’s website.  

An e-mail will be sent notifying you when the Postlude is available.  Commissioners are encouraged to share it with their sessions. 

Those churches not having internet access will be mailed a copy of The Postlude.

Comments and suggestions should be directed to: 
Helen Wolf at hwolf@pbyofnewcovenant.org
PRESBYTERY OF NEW COVENANT

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

2012

February

18

Session Records Review &
Treasurer’s Workshop

Port Neches, Trinity


24- 26

Presbyterian Marriage Encounter
Youth Conclave

Camp Cho-Yeh

March 

2 – 4

Youth Conclave

Camp Cho-Yeh

April 

14

Records Review &
Treasurer’s Workshop

Brenham, Brenham

20-21

Stated Meeting of the Synod of the Sun

Woodhaven Presbyterian Church

Irving, TX

May

28

Memorial Day Holiday

Presbytery Office closed

June

9

Stated Meeting  of the Presbytery

Session Records Review

Treasurer’s Workshop
Houston, St. Andrew’s

Displays for Today’s Meeting
Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary
Mo-Ranch Presbyterian Assembly

Presbyterians Outreach to Patients (POP)
Schreiner University
By now all ministers and clerks should have received the invitation from the Session and Congregation of Memorial Drive Presbyterian Church to the stated meeting of the presbytery on Saturday, February 11, 2012.  A map with directions to the church was included with that invitation.  Clerks are asked to pass along all meeting materials to the elected commissioner(s) for this meeting.





No response is required for lunch; lunch tickets will be sold on a first-come/first-serve basis.  Childcare reservations MUST BE MADE DIRECTLY to Memorial Drive Presbyterian Church(contact information is listed above).  Please honor all reservations made, as our host congregation commits payment to childcare providers based on reservations made by parents.





Complete the registration form in the Presbytery PACKET prior to the meeting, and turn it in at the registration table.





Each minister and elder-commissioner is urged to check the website three days prior to the meeting for additional meeting materials that may be posted (to include any New Business).  


 





GENERAL COUNCIL MEMBERSHIP
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