  DRAFT  MINUTES
The Presbytery of New Covenant

“Growing congregations that passionately engage their community to make disciples”

Stated Meeting

Saturday, November 13, 2010 – 9:00 am

St. John’s Presbyterian Church

Houston, Texas

Theme:  Growing the Church, Deep and Wide…Through Marks of Discipleship

Offering:  Pastors’ Special Needs Fund

St. John’s provided three outdoor settings for prayer and meditation during the course of the meeting:  the main Courtyard, the Columbarium, and the Rose Garden.

GATHERING

At 9:00, following the singing of the Gathering Hymn, “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name,” Moderator Garry Schoonover called the meeting of the presbytery to order and opened with prayer.

The Rev. Jim Birchfield, Pastor of First Presbyterian Church in Houston, led Morning Prayer.

The offering received for Pastors’ Special Needs Fund was $2359.25.

9:30 am           Opening Business

The Moderator called on the Stated Clerk, the Rev. Diane Prevary, who declared a quorum to be present and moved the proposed docket, as amended.  The amended Docket was approved as follows:

THE DOCKET

Please turn off all electronic devices.

8:55 am
Gathering Hymn # 142

“All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name”
9:00 am
Call to Order and Opening Prayer

                  Moderator Garry Schoonover



Morning Prayer


                             led by The Rev. Jim Birchfield
 9:30 am
Opening Business




        Moderator & Stated Clerk
· Declaration of Quorum and Adoption of the Docket   

· Welcome by Host Church   (The Rev. Jon Burnham)

· Welcome of Others (First-time Commissioners, Corresponding Members, New Minister-Members, Visitors)
· Report of the Stated Clerk (B)                                The Rev. Diane Prevary (H.R.)
· Omnibus Motion (B.1)
· Moderator’s Remarks and Appointments 
  9:50 am
Ecclesiastical Affairs (C.1)
  


                        Elder Jim Taylor

Consideration of Proposed Amendments to (current) Book of Order

11:30 am
ORDER OF THE DAY:  



                   Keynote Address  
Dr. David Jensen, Professor of Constructive Theology, Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary.

David Jensen has been teaching at Austin Seminary since 2001. Prior to that, he taught theology, church history, and ethics at Manchester College in Indiana. His teaching and research explore the interconnections between Christian theology and daily life. Jensen’s books include Living Hope: The Future and Christian Faith (Westminster John Knox, 2010); The Lord and Giver of Life: Perspectives on Constructive Pneumatology (editor, WJK, 2008); Responsive Labor: A Theology of Work (WJK, 2006); Graced Vulnerability: A Theology of Childhood (The Pilgrim Press, 2005); and In the Company of Others: A Dialogical Christology (Pilgrim, 2001). 

Dr. Jensen has been asked to help us explore the relationship between articulating our beliefs as a Reformed people of God and our ability, intentionally, to live faithfully as Christ’s disciples.

12:15 pm
FELLOWSHIP AT TABLE

  1:15 pm
Reconvening Hymn     PH #9     

     “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”



Moments for Mission:  
1.  Presbyterian Children’s Homes and Services
                Josh Plumley

2.  Ike Recovery Team




                 Randy Dietel
  1:25 pm
Committee on Ministry (D & D.1)



Action Items





   The Rev. Margaret Desmond

Floor Examination of Lay Pastor Nominee

                 The Rev. Dean Pogue

Service of Retirement   (Rick Elliott, Marcia Miscall, Bill Wade, Ken Jack)    

 The Rev. Mike Cole

2:00 pm
Committee on Preparation for Ministry  (E, E.1)  
              Elder Julie MacLemore    Service of Candidacy 
Ministries Division (G)



                        The Rev. Blake Brinegar
Administrative Division
                                                               Elder Ann Hardy

Nominating Committee (H) (H.1)                                               The Rev.Lynn Hargrove
    

Report of General Council (F)

                                      Elder Garry Schoonover
2:45 pm
New Business (only if submitted four days prior to meeting date, so it can be posted online 3 days prior)   
    

Adjournment  

(end of amended docket)
Opening Business (continued)

The Rev. Jon Burnham, pastor of St. John’s Presbyterian Church, welcomed the presbytery on behalf of the session and congregation.  He included in his remarks his appreciation of the members of the Ghanian New Church Development which meets at St. John’s.
Stated Clerk, Diane Prevary recognized first-time commissioners.  She also recognized the Rev. Kyle Walker and his guests from Texas A&M University in College Station.  The Clerk then noted a correction on page 24 of the meeting packet: Joseph John William Wade.
New Minister-Members were asked to introduce themselves:  Robert S. Bullock, Jr. serving at West Isle Presbyterian Church in Galveston; Bernard W. Nord, serving as Co-interim Pastor at St. Philip Presbyterian Church in Houston;  Alice Geils Nord, serving as Co-interim Pastor at St. Philip Presbyterian Church in Houston;  Galen “Joe” MacDonald, serving as Pastor of First Presbyterian Church in Livingston; Leigh Weisner, Member-at-Large transferring from Indian Nations Presbytery, serving as part-time stated supply at First Presbyterian Church in Texas City;  and W. Brent Hampton, serving as pastor of Brenham Presbyterian Church in Brenham. 
Reports and Action Items:

Stated Clerk:  The Report of the Stated Clerk (B) appeared in the meeting packet, pages 6-7.  

The Stated Clerk moved the Omnibus Motion (B.1).  Motion Passed.

1. to approve minutes of the Stated Meeting of the Presbytery of New Covenant on Saturday, May 8, 2010 and Called Meetings of the Presbytery of New Covenant on Tuesday, July 18, 2010 and Thursday, September 9, 2010.

2. to approve that Honorably Retired status be granted to the Rev. Marcia Miscall, effective September 1, 2010.

3. to approve that Honorably Retired status be granted to the Rev. Kenneth W. Jack effective October 31, 2010.

4. to approve the appointment of an Administrative Commission to install the Rev. Patricia Clark as Moderator of the Presbytery of New Covenant for a one-year term, beginning January 1, 2011.  Installation will take place Sunday, December 5, 2010, during Morning Worship at St Stephen’s Presbyterian Church, Houston, TX.

5. to approve ratification of amendment to the Bylaws of the presbytery
The Stated Clerk announced the enrollment for the day at 10:30:  Registered Ministers:118; Elder Commissioners: 149; Commissioned Lay Pastors: 5; Certified Church Educator: 1; Elder with Privilege by Virtue of Office: 12; Former Moderators of Presbytery: 5; Elected Presbytery Staff: 1; Fellow – NACBA: 1

Moderator Schoonover appointed the following persons to serve as Tellers during the meeting.  Elders:  Tom Moore (Eagle Lake, First), Patricia Burke (Bryan, First); Ministers:  Jacqueline Hannan (Atascocita, Atascocita), James Gill (Member-at-Large).
Former Moderator, Elder Jody Harrington (Houston, Memorial Drive) nominated the Rev. Philip Chang (Houston, Grace Taiwan) and the Rev. Dr. James Gill (Member-at-Large) to serve on the Nominating Committee, Class of 2012.  As there were no nominations from the floor, the vote was taken and the Motion Carried.

9:50 am           Ecclesiastical Affairs (C.1) – Elder Jim Taylor
Consideration of 15 Proposed Amendments to (current) Book of Order, approved by the General Assembly and recommended to the presbyteries for their vote:

	10-B
	Removing Stated Clerk or Clerk of Session
	MOTION CARRIED



	10-C
	Requiring Sexual Misconduct Policy

A division of the house was called with 195 FOR the motion and 99 AGAINST the motion.  
	MOTION CARRIED



	10-D/ 10-H
	Nominating Committees/Nominations Process
	MOTION CARRIED

	10-E
	Presbytery Rolls and Registers
	MOTION CARRIED

	10-F
	Certified Christian Educators
	MOTION CARRIED

	10-G
	Synod Function
	MOTION CARRIED

	10-I
	Prayer Added to Ordination and Installation Services 
	MOTION CARRIED

	10-J
	Stay of Enforcement
	MOTION CARRIED

	10-K
	Preliminary Questions
	MOTION CARRIED

	10-L
	Reviewing Work of Investigating Committee
	MOTION CARRIED

	10-M
	Time Limit
	MOTION CARRIED

	10-N
	Appeal of “Not Guilty” Verdict
	MOTION CARRIED

	10-O
	Decision of Permanent Judicial Commission
	MOTION CARRIED


Discussion of Proposed Amendment 10-A, “Gifts and Requirements” began at 10:35, and ballots were collected at 11:25 following extensive discussion, for and against the proposed amendment.  
The Rev. Debbie Cenko (Wharton, First) led a prayer “eyes wide open and on the cross.”  Commissioners sang the hymn, ”Help Us Accept Each Other.”
The vote FAILED with 156 – AGAINST; 144 – FOR; and 3 – ABSTAINING.
11:30 am
ORDER OF THE DAY                                                                Keynote Address

Associate General Presbyter, Elder Mary Marcotte, introduced Dr. David Jensen, Professor of Constructive Theology, Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary. He helped the commissioners to explore the relationship between articulating our beliefs as a Reformed people of God and our ability, intentionally, to live faithfully as Christ’s disciples.
12:15 pm
The Rev. Jon Burnham, Pastor of St. John’s Presbyterian Church, gave the instructions for lunch and offered a prayer for the meal.

12:15 pm
FELLOWSHIP AT TABLE
1:15 pm
Reconvening Hymn. “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”

Moments for Mission:

1. Presbyterian Children’s Homes and Services – Josh Plumley

2. Ike Recovery Team – Elder Randy Dietel (Texas City, First)

1:25 pm
Committee on Ministry (D & D.1)
The Rev. Margaret Desmond called attention to the report from the Committee on Ministry (D in the Packet and D.1 in the Addendum).  The items of business to be considered at this meeting were:
1. Motion Approved to grant permission for the congregation of First Presbyterian Church, Huntsville, TX to elect the Rev. Kenneth Jack as Pastor Emeritus.
2. Motion Approved that presbytery concur with the election of The Rev. Dr. James S. Currie as Designated Pastor of First Presbyterian Church, Pasadena, TX.
3. Motion Approved to adopt the Minimum Compensation Guidelines for 2011.
4. Motion Approved to sustain the final examination of Elder Peter Holmes for a Lay Pastor commission to Tiki Island Chapel, Tiki Island, TX.  The Rev. Dean Pogue administered the examination and the Moderator opened the floor for additional questions.  Effective date of commission for one year 11/21/10 – 11/20/11 and that he be granted the following functions:  Baptism, Lord’s Supper, Moderate Session Meetings, Voice at Presbytery Meetings, Vote at Presbytery Meetings and Perform Marriages.
5. Mike Cole led a Service of Honorable Retirement for retiring ministers: Frederick “Rick” Elliott, III, Marcia Miscall, and John William “Bill” Wade.

2:00 pm
Committee on Preparation for Ministry (E, E.1)                 Elder Julie MacLemore

Elder Julie MacLemore brought the Committee’s report with the following action items:

1. Motion Passed:  that the constitutional requirement of G-14.0450b (graduation from an accredited college or university) be waived for AnneMarie Wallace.
2. Motion Passed:  To enroll as candidates the following inquirers:  David Augustus (Houston, First), Anthony Ceder (Houston, First), Charlie Becker Horn (Lufkin, First), AnneMarie Wallace (Houston, First), and Sally Wright (College Station).
3. A Service of Candidacy was then led by Moderator Schoonover.  Friends and family of the five candidates were invited forward to stand with them while they answered the constitutional questions for candidacy.  Elder Julie MacLemore offered the charge and the Rev. Bill Heston closed the service with prayer.  The assembly responded to the service of candidacy by singing the “Doxology.”

Administrative Division




          Elder Ann Hardy


Finance Committee

Chair of the Finance Committee, Elder Pete Koester, called attention to the committee’s two reports, 2010/11 Budget (C2) and Debt Repayment Schedule 2007-2012 (C2.a) which had been placed on the presbytery’s website in the meeting materials.

Nominating Committee (H) (H.1)                                      The Rev. Lynn Hargrove

Rev. Lynn Hargrove placed in nomination the names found in the Nominating Committee Reports:  (H) in the Packet and (H.1) in the Addendum.   In addition she placed the following names in nomination:
ADSC/Administrative Division Steering Committee

2011 – Chair – Jim Taylor (Houston, Memorial Drive)

AD/Ecclesiastical Affairs

2012 – Garry Schoonover (Katy, Grand Lakes)

COM/Administration

2012 – Dorothy Murphey (Houston, First)

COM/Care of Congregations

2011 – Vice-Chair – Andrie Chen (Houston, Formosan)

COM/Lay Pastor Committee

2011 – Chair – Rev. Debbie Cenko (Wharton, First)

2011 – Vice-Chair – Rev. Andrew Stepp (Houston, First)

2011 – Janet Horsch (Houston, St. Stephen)

2013 – Dwayne Bailey (Baytown, Faith)

2013 – Susan Sanchez (Houston, St. Andrew’s)

MD/Congregational Resourcing

2011 – Chair – Rev. Rhonda Detenbeck (Rosenberg, First)

There being no further nominations, the nominees were elected, as presented by the committee.

Report of General Council, found at (F) was presented by the Moderator of the Presbytery, Elder Garry Schoonover.  He referred the assembly to the written report with no changes.

No New Business was submitted to Stated Clerk 4 days prior to the meeting; therefore, the Moderator offered closing remarks. He reminded the assembly that the incoming Moderator, the Rev. Patricia Clark, will be installed on December 5, 2010 at St. Stephen Presbyterian Church, Houston.  He stated that this is the last presbytery meeting at which he will serve as Moderator and that he counts this past year in the presbytery’s service as an honor and a privilege.  He then gave thanks to Rev. Jon Burnham and to the members of St. John’s Presbyterian Church for the warm hospitality and graciousness which they displayed as hosts of this meeting.

The Rev. Laura Grice offered the prayer for Adjournment at 2:35 p.m.

The final registration numbers are:122 Ministers of Word and Sacrament, 174 elders (including five CLP’s) plus seven unregistered (probably ministers).

Janice Schessler

Recording Clerk

1

