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THE PLAN OF UNION

Central Presbyterian Church, Houston
and

St. Philip Presbyterian Church of Houston

The Presbytery of New Covenant, Synod of the Sun

January 17, 2010
Central Presbyterian Church and St. Philip Presbyterian Church, seeking a way to use our resources to the greater glory of God and the work and mission of the Church, propose to enter into this plan of union to serve Christ’s kingdom together. Both Central and St. Philip have rich heritages as Presbyterian congregations in the City of Houston. Both churches are committed to mission, engaging the world in which we live and acting to serve those in need. We share a belief that God may speak in many ways, that faith requires thought and study, and that we must be open to hear Christ’s call. We share a welcoming vision of the church, open to all who come to share in faith. Building on these common beliefs and purposes, and trusting that together we may strengthen the mission and ministry of Christ in the city of Houston and the world, we covenant together to be one church, seeking to minister with acceptance and love of each other and the community around us.

In entering into this union, we honor the past of both churches even as we seek to build a common future.  Central Presbyterian Church has served Houston for over 100 years. It began life as Cumberland Presbyterian Church of Houston, forming on Easter Sunday, April 1, 1894. Originally meeting in Dowdel Schoolhouse and the YMCA building downtown, the congregation built its first one-room church on the corner of Fannin and Pease in 1896. After the uniting of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church and the Presbyterian Church USA in 1906, the congregation chose the new name of Central Presbyterian Church in 1911. The growing congregation—555 members by 1925—outpaced its small building, and Central Presbyterian Church purchased a new site on Montrose Boulevard at Berthea Street in 1927. With a membership of over a thousand by 1947, Central Presbyterian decided to move once more and build a larger building in the 1950s. The congregation purchased its current property on Richmond Avenue at Cummins and constructed the current sanctuary and campus, holding the first services there in 1962. Since that time Central Presbyterian Church, which was once on the edge of town, has served as an oasis for worship and service in the midst of the major commercial development of Greenway Plaza, which grew up around it.

Likewise, St. Philip Presbyterian Church has served God in Houston even as it changed names

and buildings over the years. The growth west of River Oaks and along Memorial Drive led to an

appeal in 1950 for a new church to serve what was then the far western reaches of Houston.

First meeting on May 7, 1950, the church held its first services in River Oaks Elementary

School. The burgeoning congregation then moved to worship in the air-conditioned auditorium

of the Coca Cola Bottling Company on Bissonnet. With 101 charter members, Memorial Oaks

Presbyterian Church officially formed on September 10, 1950. The congregation purchased the

current property on San Felipe and began construction on August 19, 1952.  In 1955, the congregation chose the current name of St. Philip Presbyterian Church, to avoid confusion with

other similarly-named churches. As the congregation continued to grow to 1200 members, work

continued on the new building: the east wing in 1957, the sanctuary in 1959. The 1990s saw

new construction, with a two-story south addition rising in 1995 and another building to house

Interface Samaritan Counseling Center being built in 1996.  2007 saw the construction of a new

two-story education building and the complete renovation of the sanctuary; a new Paul Fritts

organ is scheduled to be installed in January 2010. St. Philip continues its ministry and mission

in the heart of Houston’s dynamic Galleria area.

As both congregations have sought to serve Christ on parallel tracks in the past and through the present, we look forward to a shared future as a unified congregation through this Plan of Union.

Approved by action of Presbytery:    (date)

Effective Date: 
(date)

Name of Unified Congregation: 
St. Philip Presbyterian Church of Houston

Location: 
4807 San Felipe St., Houston, Texas 77056

Pastor: 
The Rev. Dr. William C. Poe will serve the unified congregation until June 30, 2010.  The process to choose a new ordained staff will begin after this date.  This plan requires the termination and dissolution of the pastoral relationship between Central Presbyterian Church and its pastor prior to June 1, 2010, and Central Presbyterian Church shall provide severance compensation.
Session:  The session will initially be comprised of all elders currently serving on the sessions of Central Presbyterian Church and St. Philip Presbyterian Church. Following union, eight elders will be elected by the congregation each year. Accordingly, the size of the consolidated session will gradually be reduced to a total of 24 elders. For the first two years following union, the

Congregational Nominating Committee of the unified church shall consist of members from both

former congregations.

Board of Deacons: 
None

Trustees:  Three trustees are currently serving St. Philip Presbyterian Church. They will be joined by one trustee from Central Presbyterian Church to serve a three year term. Following

union one trustee will be elected each year by the congregation to serve a three year term.

Corporation: The unified congregation will operate under the existing by-laws and incorporation of St. Philip Presbyterian Church of Houston.

Staff:   The personnel of Central Presbyterian Church will be offered a reasonable severance and

their employment will end at or prior to the point of union. However, some non-ordained staff may be retained for a transitional period to assist in the fulfillment of the union of congregations and assets.

Membership:  At the time of union the names of all current Central Presbyterian Church members and St. Philip Presbyterian Church members will be added to the roll of the united church.

Finances:  At unification, the finances of both Central Presbyterian Church and St. Philip

Presbyterian Church shall be consolidated into a single unified budget. Prior to union, the

treasurers shall meet to share financial information, including both assets and liabilities so that questions can be addressed and answered to the respective sessions when presenting this Plan of Union.

Legacy of Central Presbyterian Church: Representatives of Central Presbyterian Church and St. Philip Presbyterian Church will work together in an ongoing effort to preserve the legacy

and heritage of Central Presbyterian Church. Items on the Central campus which should

be preserved for use by the united congregation will be identified. A plan will be developed

that will guide the congregation in the future use of these items with the goal that the long

heritage of Central Presbyterian Church becomes a permanent part of the legacy of the

united congregation. The time frame for implementation of such a plan will depend on a

number of factors not the least of which will be the availability of finances. The St. Philip

Art Collection Committee, a sub-committee of the Property Commission, will join with

designated members of a similar committee from Central to create a Joint Art Task Force

for the purpose of defining the scope and goals, including works of art, furniture, fixtures,

and other personal property of either monetary, historical, or spiritual value, to preserve the

legacy and heritage of Central in the unified congregation. 

Property:  The real and personal property of Central Presbyterian Church will be incorporated into the corpus of the unified congregation. It is the intent and desire of the Merger Committees of both congregations that as a part of the gift of Central of these assets, that in the event of the

disposition of any real property, the Session of the unified congregation will use the proceeds, if

reasonably practical, given the physical, spiritual, and economic needs of the unified church, for

the following purposes:

1.  retire expenses of the unified church associated with the short and long term costs of

unifying the churches, including interim carrying costs associated with Central physical

plant, moving, storage, interim staffing, accounting, care and installation of personal

property, including the bronzes, art, library, Skinner Pipe Organ, and other heritage

items, make ready and sales expenses of the real property, and any other expenses

necessary or appropriately resulting from unification;

2.  a significant or substantial portion (see Appendix “A” regarding this term) of the

     proceeds, reasonably allocated given the current and future needs of the unified


congregation, physically, spiritually, and economically, to endow future mission work of

     the unified church in the name of and in memorial to the heritage and legacy of Central

     Presbyterian church; 

3. the residue of sale proceeds, should then be treated as a general bequest to the unified

congregation to be used for the long term spiritual and economic health of the unified church, in the name of and for the glory of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior.

Prior to disposition, for so long as reasonably necessary or advisable by the unified Session, an Interim Physical Plant Commission, as a sub-committee of the unified Property Commission, will be in charge of assessing the highest and best use of the Central physical plant, taking into consideration, tax status, income  and expenses associated with various lease, shut-in, mission, or other uses of the Real Property.

Final worship service at Central Presbyterian Church, Houston, Texas: (date)

Worship Service to Celebrate Consolidation:      (date & listing of participants)

Notification of Office of General Assembly:       

           Notification will be carried out by the Stated Clerk of the Presbytery of New Covenant.

Approval of this document 



January     7,  2010
Central Presbyterian Church Session



January   17,  2010
Central Presbyterian Church Congregation



February 21,  2010 
Saint Philip Presbyterian Church Session



March       7,  2010


APPENDIX “A”
In explanation of the term “significant or substantial” the following statement from the St. Philip Merger Committee, sent to the Central Presbyterian Merger Committee was agreed to by the Central Presbyterian Merger Committee and the Session:

           “ The St. Philip Merger Committee understands the importance to the unified congregation that the legacy of Central Presbyterian is never lost and is in enthusiastic agreement that funds be set aside from the eventual sale of property to support mission efforts of the unified congregation. 

           “ St. Philip has always set as a very high priority the use of our human and financial resources to further the work of Christ in the world.  A primary attraction of the proposed union is our knowledge that Central has also made mission a high priority. 

            “With that being said, we are very uncomfortable binding a future unified Session to allocate future financial resources in accordance with any particular formula.  We have no idea what challenges the unified congregation will face in the future, nor do we have any idea what other resources might or might not be available at the time of the sale of the Richmond Avenue property.  We believe it is best to allow that future unified Session to determine an appropriate allocation of resources with the knowledge they have at that time and with the guidance of the Holy Spirit.  With the historical commitment that both congregations have to mission, we expect that there will be numerous and strong  advocates on all future Sessions for continuing increases in mission spending and endowment.”


