STATED MEETING OF THE PRESBYTERY OF NEW COVENANT

SATURDAY, AUGUST 25, 2007

CHRISTCHURCH PRESBYTERIAN

BELLAIRE, TEXAS

Theme:  Hope is in Our Midst

Offering:  United Campus Ministries

GATHERING IN THE NAME OF THE HOPE FOR THE WORLD
Following the singing of the hymn, “Live into Hope,” the Moderator the Rev. Deborah Cooper called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m., declared a quorum to be present and opened with prayer.

Opening Business

The Stated Clerk, the Rev. Diane Prevary called attention to the two items of New Business and the Addendum, which were published three days prior to the meeting and the two sermons for ordination, Callie Candee and Andrew Stepp, to be scheduled after lunch.  She moved the amended DOCKET that follows, which was APPROVED
GATHERING IN THE NAME OF THE HOPE FOR THE WORLD

  8:55 am
Hymn:   “Live Into Hope”

  9:00 am
Call to Order – Moderator, the Rev. Deborah Cooper

 
Opening Business

· Declaration of Quorum and Adoption of the Docket 

· Welcome by Hosts – Mark Cooper and Lacy Sellars, Co-Pastors

· Welcome of Others: First-time Commissioners, Corresponding Members, 


 Special Visitors, New Minister-Members.

Report of the Stated Clerk 

  9:40 am
Order of the Day:  Worship
CELEBRATING GOD’S HOPE IN OUR MIDST



Led by Those Who Attended Youth Triennium  (and including mission connection 


to United Campus Ministries, the offering recipient)

AFFIRMING AND CELEBRATING OUR EQUIPPING AND CONNECTIONAL CHURCH 

[The letter following each report relates to where the written report is found in

the Presbytery Packet.  The reports are found in the Packet in alpha order.]

 10:30 am
Moderator’s Remarks and Appointments   



Nominating Committee (H.1 & H.2)


           The Rev. Casey Jones

10:45 am
Administrative Division (C)




Ecclesiastical Affairs (C.1a & C.1b) 
       
Elder Susan McPhail Wittjen


Business Affairs (C.3)

         Elders Sid Holderness & Kiah Townsend




Budget (C.2)

                                                         Elder Rupert Turner

11:30 am
Proposed Overture to General Assembly:                  The Rev. Casey Jones (on behalf of the 








                           session, 1st Pearland)


12:00 
               FELLOWSHIP AT TABLE   (Donations to Cents-Ability @ Tables)
1:00 pm
              Reconvene with Hymn, “My Hope is Built on Nothing Less”



Sermon(s) for Ordination

          






   1:30 pm
Committee on Ministry (D)  


     
       The Rev. Debbie Cenko

· Floor examination of candidates                     
             The Rev. Doug Harper (H.R.)

· Service of Retirement for The Rev. David Northcutt     
              The Rev. Mike Cole

· A Celebration of Ministry – Elder Mary Marcotte, Associate General Presbyter, Certified Christian Educator
  
                                                       Elder Connie Nyquist



Mission Connections: Schreiner University


         Dr. Timothy Summerlin



Committee on Preparation (E)                    


            The Rev. Kevin Boyd 




Service of Candidacy
 

Report of General Council (F) 



                  Elder Jody Harrington



Ministries Division (G)





           Elder Gene Meyer

                    1.  Outreach Committee




            Elder Dick Baker

                    2.  New Church Development Ministries Update
              The Rev. Charles Hendricks (H.R.)




     3.  FOCUS information





         Elder Anne Wilson



     4.  NEW BUSINESS #2  (ByLaws Change)

                                  5.  NEW BUSINESS #1:  Request from session, Presbyterian Church of the Covenant, Port              Arthur, to relocate.


GOING FORTH, HOPE-FILLED AND RENEWED

Closing Prayer and Adjournment  

Co-pastors of the host church, the Reverends Lacy Sellars and Mark Cooper, welcomed the commissioners to ChristChurch Presbyterian for the day’s business and fellowship.

The Stated Clerk welcomed first-time commissioners and these corresponding members:  the Rev. Joseph Njaba (Presbyterian Church of Cameroon, West Africa); the Rev. Becky Downs (Presbytery of East Tennessee) who is also the wife of the Rev. Mark Downs, pastor of Heights Presbyterian Church in Houston; the Rev. Frank Seaman (Schreiner University in Kerrville, Mission Presbytery); and special visitor the Rev. Lori Keaton (South Central Conference of the United Church of Christ) who is also the wife of  the Rev. Kevin Keaton, member of the Presbytery of New Covenant and pastor of First Presbyterian Church in Sugar Land.

General Presbyter, the Rev. Mike Cole introduced the Presbytery’s new Business Administrator Mr. Forbes Baker, a member of Westminster Presbyterian Church in Houston.  He also expressed sincere appreciation to the outgoing Interim Business Administrator, Mr. Lawrence Brown, who had played such an important part in realigning presbytery’s budget for the past nine months.

The Stated Clerk welcomed the new Minister-Members since May and invited them to introduce themselves (briefly):  Ted Foote (Pastor at Bryan, First); John Sears (Associate Pastor at Houston, Windwood); Jonathan Burnham (Pastor at Houston, St. John’s); Jose Marti (Member-at-Large); Mark Keffer (Associate Pastor at Beaumont, St. Andrew’s); Ok-Kee Kim (Pastor at Houston, Korean Young Nak).  She noted that Callie Candee and Andrew Stepp would preach and be examined for ordination after lunch and that the Rev. Scott Harbison has made a transition within the presbytery from being the pastor of Tomball, First to being the pastor of Houston, St. Luke’s.

Additional announcements from the Clerk were:

· a correction to information in the packet that the November 13th Stated Meeting of the Presbytery will be held at Houston, Korean Central rather than Houston, Korean Young Nak;

· a correction to the date of action in the “Final Report of Young Nak Administrative Commission.”  The date of the occurring action in the first paragraph was changed from 1955 to 2005.  The Administrative Commission was dismissed and the members were acknowledged and thanked:  the Rev. Sam Jun, Moderator (Houston, Pines); Elder John Cronk (Houston, St. Thomas), the Rev. Marialice Billingsley (PNC), the Rev. Vicky Jones (Houston, Memorial Drive), Elder Clif Peabody (Missouri City, Southminster), Elder Carla Burns (Houston, St. Philip), Elder Pat Graber (Houston, John Knox).  

· a correction to New Business Item # 2 changing the name of the newly merged “Congregational Resourcing Committee” to “Congregational Resourcing Team.”

· The one remaining session records review will be held October 27th at Pearland, First.  There will be, however, a make-up session following the November 13th Presbytery Meeting at Korean Central Presbyterian Church.

· an explanation that Associate General Presbyter Mary Marcotte’s biography appeared in the Committee on Ministry report because Certified Christian Educators are provided care, nurture and oversight by that Committee not unlike that provided to ministers of Word and Sacrament. 

9:20 a.m.   ORDER OF THE DAY:  WORSHIP 

      CELEBRATING GOD’S HOPE IN OUR MIDST – Led by Those Who Attended Youth Triennium, and including their reflections on the theme of the conference.

The Rev. Guinn Blackwell-Eagleson spoke of the purpose and importance of United Campus Ministries, the day’s offering recipient.  The offering received was $2389.30.  

AFFIRMING AND CELEBRATING OUR EQUIPPING AND CONNECTIONAL CHURCH

10:00 a.m. Moderator’s Remarks and Appointments
The Rev. Deborah Cooper appointed the tellers for the day:  Elder Kiah Townsend (Bellaire, ChristChurch); Elder Rupert Turner (Houston, Memorial Drive); the Rev. Guinn Blackwell-Eagleson (UCM); and the Rev. Helen DeLeon (Webster, Webster).

She also announced the appointment of the members of the Administrative Commission for the dissolution of First Presbyterian Church, Liberty, Texas:  Elder Rhett Towns, Liberty 1st; Rev. Ed Seymour, Liberty 1st; the Rev. Michael Sydnor (Temporary Supply, Liberty 1st); Elder Sidney Holderness (Bellaire, ChristChurch and representing PNC Finance Cmte.);  the Rev. Debbie Cenko (Wharton, First and representing COM); Elder Vicki McKay (Houston, St. Philip and representing Evangelism & Renewal Cmte.); and the Rev. Margaret Desmond (Interim at Orange, First and representing General Council).  Stated Clerk Diane Prevary will provide staff support to the AC.

Nominating Committee – the Rev. Casey Jones, Chair

The Rev. Jones asked for nominations from the floor and upon hearing none, he placed in nomination for the published designated positions, all of the nominees in the committee’s report, both in the meeting packet and in the Addendum. The motion was APPROVED.  Commissioners and Alternates to the 218th General Assembly were among those elected.

218th General Assembly Commissioners (2008) are:

Rev. Mark Cooper (Bellaire, ChristChurch)

Rev. Deborah Cenko (Wharton, First)

Rev. Sam Fabila (Stafford, Biyaya Community Church)

Rev. David Peterson (Houston, Memorial Drive)

Rev. Gene Price (The Woodlands, Woodlands Community)

Elder George Bones (Houston, First)

Elder Robert Adams (Houston, Heritage)

Elder Jean Boisaubin (Houston, Spring Branch)

Elder Elisabeth Stapleton (Lufkin, First)

Elder Charles Stogner (Houston, Westminster)

218th General Assembly Alternates (Class of 2010):

Rev. Marie Mickey (Bryan, First)

Rev. Mike Fry (Houston, Grace)

Rev. Maricarmen Castro (Houston, St. Giles)

Rev. Greg Han (Atascocita, Atascocita)

Rev. Steve Newton (Nacogdoches, Westminster)

Elder Herb Meyers (Alvin, First)

Elder Ginny Raska (Brazoria, First)

Elder Mary Mahlmann (Wharton, First)

Elder Jean Heubach (Port Neches, Trinity)

Administrative Division

Ecclesiastical Affairs Committee – Elder Susan Wittjen, Chair

Dr. Wittjen called attention to the committee’s report in the meeting packet, particularly the rationale for holding future stated presbytery meetings in Houston on Saturdays, beginning in 2008.

She said that the recommended policy regarding overtures to General Assembly will be placed in the presbytery’s Manual of Operations and was for information only.  The Rev. Doug Harper suggested that the committee discuss the removal of the word “possible” in the third paragraph.  Dr. Wittjen said the committee will address his suggestion at its next meeting.

Budget – Elders Kiah Townsend and Sid Holderness

Elder Rupert Turner, chair of the Administrative Division, made overview comments, stating that a balanced budget was being presented at this meeting and that an intense effort had been made to get churches to be more supportive of the presbytery.  A Stewardship Team working under the General Council as Board of Directors is now in place. At a request made at the May presbytery meeting, six churches have been identified which have resources not commensurate with their giving to the presbytery and six teams have been selected to visit with those churches to answer any questions they may have.

Elders Kiah Townsend and Sid Holderness presented a two-part motion:

a. that the budget for fiscal year 2007-2008, as presented in the meeting packet, be adopted, and

b. that based on the authority given at the May presbytery meeting, all expenditures made by the staff since then be ratified and confirmed.

The motion was APPROVED.

It was reiterated that the presbytery owes a debt of gratitude to the outgoing Interim Business Administrator, Mr. Lawrence Brown, for his outstanding work on the presbytery’s behalf.  It was also announced that an Audit Committee has been put into place that will be looking at the presbytery books on a regular basis and will report to the General Council.

10:45 a.m.       Proposed Overture to the General Assembly:  The Rev. Casey Jones (on                behalf of the session, First Presbyterian Church, Pearland)

A second from the floor was received and the Rev. Casey Jones spoke to the overture.  The Rev. Clark Chamberlain offered an amendment that “...   the General Assembly call upon the nation for a day of prayer on this issue.”  The Rev. Casey Jones stated that he regarded this as a friendly amendment.

Following discussion, the question was called; the motion to amend the main motion was APPROVED.  

A standing vote was taken on the motion to send the amended overture to the General Assembly.  The motion was APPROVED by 132 votes for the motion and 53 opposed.

11:00 a.m.       Committee on Preparation – the Rev. Kevin Boyd, chair

Isabel Wages (Galveston, Emmanuel) was presented for candidacy, shared her faith journey and stood for questions.

The committee recommended and moved that presbytery waive the educational requirement, Book of Order G-14.047.1, that a candidate should have a Bachelor’s Degree.  (This requires a 2/3 majority vote of the presbytery.)  Motion was APPROVED.  

The committee recommended and moved that presbytery receive Isabel Wages under care as a candidate.  Motion was APPROVED.

A Service of Candidacy followed.  The moderator asked the constitutional questions; Rev. Boyd charged the candidate and Isabel Walsh, her liaison from CPM, offered the prayer.  
Report of the General Council – Elder Jody Harrington, chair

Elder Jody Harrington called attention to the Council’s report in the meeting packet, highlighting that the Vision Initiatives Grant Committee had received ten applications and had approved eight, for a distribution of $120,000 from the Cris Miller fund for the year 2007-2008.  The applicants, purpose of the requests, and the grant amounts are listed in the report, as well as presented by powerpoint projection.

11:30 a.m.       Committee on Ministry – the Rev. Kevin Keaton (for chair Cenko)

The Rev. Kevin Keaton made two corrections to the COM report in the meeting packet:  G.2 – Between Steve Kerr and Silsbee..., effective 5/15/07-4/13/07 08, and G.3 – Between David E. O’Neil and Trawick....effective 7/8/07-7/3/07 08.

On behalf of the Committee on Ministry, the Rev. Kevin Keaton moved that presbytery waive the Book of Order G.14.0513d stipulation that a temporary supply may not be called as pastor or associate pastor unless six months has elapsed since the end of the temporary supply relationship for The Brenham Presbyterian Church, in order to extend a call to The Rev. James McLeod as Associate Pastor.  Rev. McLeod has been serving as Temporary Supply since the sudden illness of Pastor McIver. (This requires a 2/3 majority vote of the presbytery.)  Following discussion, the question was moved and approved.  The motion that the Book of Order stipulation be waived was APPROVED.

On behalf of the committee, the Rev. Kevin Keaton moved that presbytery approve the Proposed Minimum Terms of Call for January 1, 2008 (in report).  The motion was APPROVED.
The Rev. Lacy Sellars offered the prayer for the meal.

11:45 a.m.  FELLOWSHIP AT TABLE (Donations to Cents-Ability @ Tables)

(Offering received was $248.24.)

 1:00 p.m.  Sermons for Ordination – Callie Candee and Andrew Stepp

 1:30 p.m.  Return to Plenary with Hymn # 379, “My Hope is Built on Nothing Less.”

Committee on Ministry – The Rev. Debbie Cenko, chair

Floor Examination of Candidates

The chair of the Examinations  sub-committee of COM, the Rev. Doug Harper, moved the preaching examination of Andrew Stepp be sustained.  Motion was APPROVED.

Dr. Blackwell-Eagleson  moved the preaching examination of Callie Candee be sustained.  The motion was APPROVED.

Following questions from the chair of Examinations and commissioners, the motions to sustain the examinations for ordination for Callie Candee and Andrew Stepp were APPROVED.

Service of Retirement for the Rev. David Northcutt – the Rev. Mike Cole

The Rev. Debbie Cenko invited the Rev. Mike Cole, General Presbyter, to offer remarks upon the occasion of the Rev. David Northcutt’s retirement.  Afterwards, the General Presbyter presented a gift and a certificate to him.  David spoke of his satisfaction in his service to the church and his plans to continue doing so.  The Rev. Cole offered a prayer of thanksgiving for David’s ministry.

A Celebration of Ministry – Elder Mary Marcotte, Associate General Presbyter and Certified Christian Educator

Elder Connie Nyquist, former Moderator and former Associate General Presbyter and who served as Mary’s certification adviser, spoke of Mary’s devotion to the Church and to educators.  The Moderator asked her the constitutional questions and, as Mary was surrounded by friends, family and colleagues, offered a prayer and presented her with a framed certificate.

Mission Connections:  Schreiner University – Dr. Timothy Summerlin

The Moderator introduced Dr. Summerlin who spoke to the commissioners about the growth and challenges taking place at Schreiner University.

Ministries Division – Elder Gene Meyer, Chair

The Moderator introduced the Ministries Division Chair, Elder Gene Meyer who directed attention to the Division report in the meeting packet which offered brief reports on seven of its programs.

Outreach Committee – Mission Challenge ’07 – Elder Dick Baker

Mission Challenge ’07 is a denomination-wide attempt to encourage increased support of our mission personnel.  The challenge is for presbyteries to adopt a goal of 100% church participation in missionary support by the end of 2007.  Mr. Baker urged churches to complete and return the related questionnaire in the meeting packet

New Church Development Ministries Update – the Rev. Charles Hendricks (H.R.)

The Rev. Charles Hendricks drew attention to the 3-page New Church Development report in the meeting packet giving details about the 18 current projects:  7 currently receiving funding from GA, Synod and/or Presbytery; 6 currently not receiving funding from GA, Synod and/or Presbytery; and 5 probes for possible future NCD’s.

FOCUS – Anne Wilson

Educator Anne Wilson publicized the upcoming FOCUS event (formerly Christian Connections) on Saturday, October 6.

New Business # 2 – Elder Gene Meyer, chair of Ministries Division

New Business Item #2 from Ministries Division, with concurrence of General Council, requesting approval to merge two committees of the Ministries Division, to form the “Congregational Resourcing Team,” and amend the by-laws of the Presbytery accordingly.  Motion made by Elder Gene Meyers was APPROVED.

New Business #1 – The Rev. Clay Faulk, Pastor of  Presbyterian Church of the Covenant, Port Arthur

New Business Item #1 from the session of Presbyterian Church of the Covenant, Port Arthur, requested approval to relocate.  The motion was presented by Rev. Clay Faulk on behalf of the session, seconded and was APPROVED.

GOING FORTH, HOPE-FILLED AND RENEWED

Closing Prayer was offered by the Moderator, the Rev. Deborah Cooper and at 2:35 p.m. the meeting was adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,

Janice B. Schessler

Recording Clerk

