PRESBYTERY OF NEW COVENANT

MINUTES OF

STATED MEETING, SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 10, 2007

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH – LUFKIN, TEXAS

Theme:  Building the Vision Together

Offering:  International Seafarers

GATHERING IN GOD’S NAME, IN FAITH AND FELLOWSHIP

At 9:00 am, following the singing of the hymn, “O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing,” the outgoing moderator, Elder Rupert Turner, called the stated meeting of the Presbytery of New Covenant to order.

Installation of Moderator and Moderator-Elect

Moderator Rupert Turner asked that all past Presbytery of New Covenant moderators who were present come forward:  Elders Jane and Lee Larkin, Jeanie Flowers, Susan Wittjen.  He then posed the moderatorial questions to the Rev. Deborah Cooper (member at large, PNC) incoming moderator and to Elder Jody Harrington (Houston, Memorial Drive).

Elder Anne Turner (Houston, Memorial Drive) asked the constitutional questions and Past- Moderator Rupert Turner presented the gavel, moderator’s cross, and stole to the Rev. Deborah Cooper.  Her husband, the Rev. John Mark Cooper offered the closing prayer.

Opening Business
At 9:10 am, Moderator Deborah Cooper declared a quorum, confirmed by the stated clerk, the Rev. Diane Prevary.  The Stated Clerk moved the adoption of the amended docket as distributed at the registration table and as follows – MOTION PASSED.
GATHERING IN GOD’S NAME, IN FAITH AND FELLOWSHIP

 8:55 am
Hymn # 466
“O For A Thousand Tongues to Sing”
 9:00 am
Call to Order -- Outgoing Moderator, Elder Rupert Turner


Installation of Moderator and Moderator-Elect: 




The Rev. Deborah Cooper, Elder Jody Harrington
 9:10 am
Opening Business

Declaration of Quorum and Adoption of the Amended Docket 
Welcome by Host -- The Rev. Jackie Hannan, on behalf of 1st Church, Lufkin

Introductions


First-time Commissioners, Corresponding Members, 


New Minister-Member:  Connie Collins Alexander

A Celebration of Ministry – Margaret Swarts, Director of the Resource Center


by Mary Marcotte, on behalf of the Presbytery



Report of the Stated Clerk (B) 


Approval of the Omnibus Motion  (there is none)
AFFIRMING AND CELEBRATING OUR CONNECTIONAL CHURCH 

[The letter following each report relates to where the written report is found in

the Presbytery Packet.  The reports are found in the Packet in alpha order.]
  9:30 am
Moderator’s Remarks and Appointments   



Committee on Ministry (D)  The Rev. Debbie Cenko



Committee on Preparation (E)  The Rev. Kevin Boyd 




For Candidacy:  Hwa Cho



Nominating Committee (H)  The Rev. Jim McNaull



Administrative Division: (Ecclesiastical Affairs)   (C.1) 




Elder Dr. Susan Wittjen:  Proposed Amendments to Book of Order   


(see link at www.pbyofnewcovenant.org; paper copies at Registration table)

AFFIRMING AND CELEBRATING THE MISSIONAL CHURCH

10:30 am
Order of the Day  --  Worship, led by The Rev. Dr. Craig Barnes **



    (to include commissioning of Vision Consultants by Moderator Cooper)
11:55 am
Minute for Mission:
Rick Young, Board of Pensions



Grace before the Meal
12:00 noon

RECESS FOR FELLOWSHIP OVER LUNCH 

Fellowship Hall, @ Pinecrest Retirement Center (next door), 
(for those wishing to have conversation with Craig Barnes and the Vision Consultants, come to the Parlor after you have finished your meal)
 1:00 pm
Reconvene with Hymn #420
“God of Grace and God of Glory”

 1:30 pm
Administrative Division, cont’d. (C)




Unfinished Business from Ecclesiastical Affairs (C.1)




Budget (C.2); Business Affairs (C.3); Personnel (C.5)

 2:00 pm
Report of General Council (F.1) Elder Jody Harrington




Report from Repayment Task Force; Withdrawal of Cho-Yeh Proposal;




Visioning in Process



New Business (there was none)
 GOING FORTH IN GOD’S NAME


Prayer Concerns of the Presbytery


Closing Prayer and Adjournment [No later than 4:00 pm, except by vote of Presbytery]

The Rev. Jacqueline Hannan, pastor of First Presbyterian Church, Lufkin welcomed the commissioners on behalf of the church.

The Stated Clerk recognized first-time commissioners, visitors and corresponding members: the Rev. Frank Seaman of Mission Presbytery; the Rev. Craig Barnes of Pittsburgh Presbytery; the Rev. Sue Hyde of South Dakota Presbytery, and the Rev. Rick Young, Regional Representative of the Board of Pensions and of Grace Presbytery.  One new minister member, the Rev. Connie Collins Alexander, was also introduced.

A Celebration of Ministry
Elder Mary Marcotte, Associate General Presbyter of the Presbytery, celebrated the ministry of Elder Margaret Swarts as she had retired from 28 years service as the presbytery’s Resource Center Director.  Elder Mary Marcotte moved that the status of Honorably Retired be granted to Margaret Swarts, Certified Christian Educator. MOTION PASSED.  A gift and certificate were presented after which Mrs. Swarts spoke briefly, thanking the presbytery.

Report of the Stated Clerk

The Stated Clerk called attention to her written report in the packet, and she also reminded the commissioners about the new model for reviewing session minutes, “Peer Minute Review.”

AFFIRMING AND CELEBRATING OUR CONNECTONAL CHURCH

Moderator’s Remarks and Appointments

The Moderator, the Rev. Deborah Cooper, appointed the following as tellers for the day:  Elder Jeanie Flowers (Houston, St. Philip), Elder Carrie Walker (Houston, University), the Rev. Wayne Eberly (Houston, Pines), and the Rev. Kevin Keaton (Sugar Land, First).

Elder Rupert Turner, on behalf of the previous moderator, the current moderator, and the moderator-elect, placed the name of Elder Mary Lawrence (Webster, Webster) in nomination to serve in the Class of 2009, Nominating Committee.  MOTION PASSED.

The moderator appointed the Rev. Clark Chamberlain to act as parliamentarian for the year 2007.  

Committee on Ministry - the Rev. Kevin Keaton, former chair

The Rev. Keaton called attention to the Committee on Ministry addendum report and to corrections:  the addition of “Moving Expenses” to the pastoral call between Houston, Westminster and Blake Bringer; the addition of the words to B.8, “granted permission to elect a PNC to Webster – Associate Pastor;” and the change to F.2, “Designated Associate Pastor Baytown, First Beaumont, St. Andrew’s.
“The Guidelines for Sabbatical Leave” were submitted as a first reading for information.  Reaction and comments are invited and may be submitted directly to the Rev. Deborah Cenko, Moderator of the Committee on Ministry.

Committee on Preparation - the Rev. Kevin Boyd, chair

The Rev. Boyd called attention to the CPM report in the addendum and moved that Hwa Cho be enrolled as a candidate.  After Mr. Cho’s personal faith statement and an opportunity for questions from the presbytery, the MOTION PASSED.  The Service of Candidacy followed.  Moderator Deborah Cooper asked Mr. Cho the constitutional questions and the Rev. Boyd offered a prayer and gave the charge.

Nominating Committee – the Rev. Jim McNaull, vice-chair

One correction was made to the report, that Bert Anson was not being elected as vice-chair of the Seafarers’ Board but as Finance Coordinator.  Mr. Anson had been elected previously to serve on the Board in the Class of 2007.  The names in the committee’s report were placed in nomination and were elected. 

Administrative Division – Ecclesiastical Affairs Committee – Elder Dr. Susan Wittjen, chair

Dr. Wittjen presented the proposed amendments to the Book of Order and moved each for vote.   Amendment 06-A.1 is the proposed new version of Chapter XIV of the Book of Order and Amendments 06-A.2, a, b, c, d and e are accompanying amendments that add a provision for handbooks and either move or revise and move portions of Chapter XIV to other places in the Book of Order  These amendments are linked and are to be approved or disapproved in a single vote.   

06-A:  Affirmative – 19 and Opposed – 116

Amendment 06-B.1 would move and, in some paragraphs, amend ordination, installation, and commissioning worship service matters and vows from Chapter XIV to the Directory for Worship in the Book of Order, equally a part of the Constitution.

06-B:  Affirmative – 43 and Opposed – 94

Amendment 06-B.2 would add a provision for licensing candidates for ministry of Word and Sacrament who have not yet passed their standardized ordination exams. The candidate would serve an internship, and the license would allow a candidate to preach and on a limited basis, administer the sacraments.  Once the exams are completed, the church session could invite the candidate to serve as stated supply pastor, interim pastor, interim associate, temporary supply or organizing pastor.

06-B.2:  Affirmative – 54 and Opposed – 84

Amendment 06-B.3 would drop the Synod from the procedure of approving an extraordinary exam process.

06-B.3:  Affirmative – 134 and Opposed – 8

The Order of the Day mandated a return to finish the proposed amendments following lunch.

AFFIRMING AND CELEBRATING THE MISSIONAL CHURCH

10:30 am    Order of the Day – Worship, led by the Rev. Craig Barnes, with the message,   “The Pastor and Elder as Minor Poets.”

As part of worship, the recently trained Vision Consultants were presented and commissioned by Moderator Cooper:  Elders Vicki McKay, James Bushong, Rupert Turner, Sharon Carey, Bettie Jackson Varner, and Ministers Lynn Hargrove, John Hirling, David Northcutt and Tim Phillips.
The offering to the International Seafarers was dedicated, totaling $1676.00.

At 11:40, the Rev. Rick Young, Regional Representative gave a minute for mission about the Board of Pensions and offered grace for the meal to be shared.

11:45 am    RECESS FOR FELLOWSHIP OVER LUNCH

12:45 pm    The presbytery reconvened for the afternoon with the hymn, “God of Grace and God of Glory.”

The Stated Clerk announced that Elder Rupert Turner would moderate the meeting for the rest of the day.

Administrative Division – Ecclesiastical Affairs Committee - Elder Dr. Susan Wittjen, chair

Dr. Wittjen continued her presentation of the Proposed Amendments to the Book of Order.  

Amendment 06-C would enable the restructuring of the General Assembly Council and affect the membership of the Assembly’s permanent committees.

06-C:  Affirmative – 10 and Opposed – 96

Amendment 06-D would allow commissioned lay pastors to have access to the presbytery’s Committee on Ministry.

06-D:  Affirmative – 111 and Opposed – 4

Amendment 06-E would allow synod officers and persons in other significant positions to be enrolled as members at Synod meetings.

06-E:  Affirmative – 108 and Opposed – 5

Amendment 06-F would add certified Christian educators to the ranks of those mandated to report under certain circumstances knowledge of abuse of a minor or of an adult who lacks mental capacity.

06-F:  Affirmative – 57 and Opposed – 55

Budget Committee – Rev. Steve Rehrig, chair

The Rev. Rehrig called attention to the “Proposed First Half 2007 Operating Budget” printed in the presbytery packet.  He moved adoption of this budget and spoke to the motion, saying this is a balanced budget which includes significant reductions in both administrative and ministry areas.

The Rev. Steve Thorney, chair of the Personnel Committee informed the commissioners that part of the reductions includes a reduction in work force, which eliminates the position of Director of the Resource Center.

The motion to adopt the half-year budget PASSED.

Report of the General Council – Elder Jody Harrington, moderator of Council

Elder Harrington noted that the first reading of the motion to restructure Cho-Yeh had occurred at a previous presbytery meeting but that now the Cho-Yeh Board of Directors had requested that the proposal be withdrawn.

She then reported on the visioning in process saying that the consultants will be working with churches to transform and revitalize congregations.  She encouraged congregations to consider becoming involved.

Elder Harrington proposed that the Report of General Council’s Repayment Task Force, be received and all recommendations, as printed in the presbytery packet, be approved.  She noted that these recommendations require two votes by the presbytery: a two-thirds majority vote of presbytery at the February 10, 2007 meeting and again at a subsequent meeting called on another date.  This process is necessary in order to comply with the requirements of the Gift Process Task Force. The MOTION PASSED.

Elder Harrington offered her thanks to the task force members for their hard work:  John Van Osdall, the chair; Elder Jeanie Flowers, and Elder Gene Meyer and also to Elder Lee Larkin, presbytery’s treasurer; Elder Sid Holderness, Business Affairs chair; and to Lawrence Brown, the Interim Business Administrator for their advice and assistance.

A request to call a special meeting of the presbytery was read:  “We the undersigned ministers and elders of New Covenant Presbytery ask the Moderator to call a special meeting of the presbytery on February 27, 2007, at 1:00 pm at St. John’s Presbyterian Church, Houston, for the purpose of taking a second vote on the Report and Recommendations of the Repayment Task Force.  This request is made pursuant to Sec. G-11.0201 of the Book of Order. “

The request was submitted by:  Rev. Wayne Eberly (Houston, Pines), Elder Jeanie Flower (Houston, St. Philip), Elder Jim Taylor (Houston, Memorial Drive), and Rev. Steve Thorney (Missouri City, Southminster).

Following prayer concerns of the presbytery, Elder Rupert Turner offered the closing prayer and announced adjournment.

Respectfully submitted,

Elder Janice Schessler

Recording Clerk







