
 

 

Sing and Celebrate! 
presented by Devora Miller, devoralee@yahoo.com 
for the Weekday Ministries Conference 
August 2, 2012 
 
Funga Alafia - swahili 
(Welcome!  Amen!) 
chorus:  Funga alafia, ashay, ashay 
              Funga alafia, ashay, ashay 
              Funga alafia, ashay, ashay 
              Funga alafia, ashay, ashay 
 
With my thoughts I welcome you into my heart ... 
With my words I welcome you into my heart ... 
With my song I welcome you into my heart ... 
            
 
Children play rhythm instruments or use body 
percussion as the song is sung.  There  
are many wonderful versions on itunes. 
This is a lovely song to use to welcome your students 
at the beginning of circle time or as the opening song 
for a program. 
 
Hello, Neighbor! (a weather chant) 
Hello, neighbor, what do you say? 
(face partner shaking hands) 

(sunny)__ day! 
(substitute weather term using hand movements) 
So clap your hands, and boogie on down 

 
Bump your neighbor and turn around. 
(bump hips with partner, turn around) 
 
Last time add:  Now all sit down. 
(children sit down) 
 
I usually sing this song two times.  The first time we 
sing it, we change the weather chart: sunny, cloudy... 
The second time we sing it, we change the 
thermometer: hot, cold, warm... 
 
Rikki, Tikki Bear (a days of the week song) 
On Sunday, Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, 
Friday, Saturday night. 
Oh, beware of the stare of the Rikki Tikki Bear! 
 
Sing using body percussion: 
Children pat their knees to the beat as they sing. 
To increase level of difficulty, add movements: 
pat knees-clap hands, or with a partner,  
pat knees-clap hands- -clap hands 
 
Sing using cards labeled with the days of the week: 
1.  Pass out cards to 7 students who may sit or stand. 
Give another child a magic wand which he will use to 
tap the shoulder of the child with corresponding card as 
the song is sung.  The children should hold up their 
cards as their day of the week is sung. 
2.  Pass out a card to every child.  Children will hold up 

the corresponding card as the song is sung. 

3.  

 
 
Have You Ever Seen a Fishy?  (a song of seasons) 
camp song adapted by Devora Miller 
Have you ever seen a fishy on a warm spring day? 
Have you ever seen a fishy jumping in the bay? 
With his hands in his pockets and his pockets in his 
pants, 
Have you ever seen a fishy do a hootchie cootchie 
dance? 
You never did. (clap clap) You never will. (clap clap) 
 
Have you ever seen a fishy on a hot summer day? 
Have you ever seen a fishy swimming in the bay?... 
 
Have you ever seen a fishy on a cool autumn day? 
Have you ever seen a fishy sleeping in the bay?... 
 
Have you ever seen a fishy on a cold winter day? 
Have you ever seen a fishy frozen in the bay? 
 
Loose Tooth 

loose tooth, 
A wiggily jiggily loose tooth. 

loose tooth hanging by a thread. 
 
Someone took my loose tooth, 
My wiggily jiggily loose tooth. 

head. 
 
Using a chart or projector: 
1. Teacher points to the words as she reads the poem. 
2. Teacher points as students echo the teacher line by 

line. 
3. Teacher points as the poem is read in unison. 
4. Substitute body percussion for words: 
     loose tooth - clap-clap 
     wiggily jiggily - roll pat on legs 
     thread/head - snap or stomp, etc... 
Allow students to suggest other body percussion 
sounds. 
5.  Substitute rhythm instruments for words. 
 
The Line Up Song, tune: Shortnin’ Bread 
Everybody line up, line up, line up, 
Everybody line up at the door. 

 
Walk to the door on ___________ feet. 
 
Substitute ways of walking: tiptoe, moccasin, shuffling, 
baby step, giant step, adagio (slow), allegro (fast)... 
 
Tick-Tock (sung on sol-mi) 
a song for counting and telling time 
Tick-tock, tick-tock, 

 
Tick-tock, tick-tock, 

(insert number)  
Cuckoo!  (children say corresponding number of 
cuckoos) 
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1.  Teacher asks a child to choose a time to sing about.  

to hold up that shows the number or time.  
2. Children may pat legs or sway to the beat as the 

song is sung. 
3. 

cl  
4.  
play a matching number of sounds on your 

 
 
Aruga Bubble Gum - a song about currency 
Chorus:  Aruga-ruga bubble gum 
               Aruga-ruga bubble gum 
               Aruga-ruga bubble gum 
               I bought myself some bubble gum. 
 
My mom gave me a penny to buy myself some candy. 
I did not buy some candy, 
I bought myself some bubble gum!  Chorus. 
 
My mom gave me a nickel to buy myself a pickle. 
I did not buy a pickle, 
I bought myself some bubble gum!  Chorus. 
 
... dime ... a lime...  chorus 
... quarter ... some water ....  chorus 
... half dollar ... a collar .... chorus 
... dollar ... some flowers  .... chorus 
 
1. Show currency and review values with children.  I 

use actual currency that I have attached to magnets 
so it will stick to my magnetic white board. 

2. 

 
3. On the chorus children march and clap. 
As each individual verse is sung, ask a child to choose 
the coin (or bill) that is mentioned in the verse. 
 
Doggie, Doggie, Count You Bones - counting game 
You need 5-10 plastic or cardboard dog bones for the 
game.   
Children sit in a circle.  Choose one chi

 
Teacher (or another child) will place a set number of 

 
    
     

s bones and responds with the 
answer.  Check answer by counting bones aloud with 

 
 
For more advanced counters, let the bones represent 

 
 
The Shoe Game - a rhythm game for passing on the 
beat using left to right concepts 
Children sit in a circle and take one shoe off.  Children 
tap their shoe on the floor to the beat as the song is 

the child on his right.   
    Take this shoe and do as I do. 
     Take this shoe, I pass it on the you! 

 
As the children become familiar with the movements, 
play the game again increasing the tempo.  Play until 
everyone has their own shoe back. 
 
Jesus Loves Me 
Jesus loves me this I know, for the Bible tells me so. 
Little ones to Him belong, 
They are weak but He is strong. 
(right pat on knee-left pat on knee-clap) 
 
Chorus: Singing, na-na-na-na-na-na-na-na-hey! 
Na-na-na-na-na-na-na-na-hey! 
Na-na-na-na-na-na-na-na-hey! 
Na-na-na-na-na-na-na-na-hey! 
(hand jive) 
 
Jesus loves me in the day, while I work and while I 
play. 
Jesus loves me in the night. 
Jesus is my guiding light.  Chorus. 
 
Amazing grace how sweet the sound, 

 
I once was blind, but now I see. 
Jesus Christ loves you and me.  Chorus. 
 
Little Wheel A-Turning in My Heart 

-turning in my heart - xx (guieros) 
-turning in my heart - xx  

In my heart, in my heart, 
-turning in my heart - xx 

 
-singing ... - xx (triangles) 
-drumming ... - xx (drums) 

-ringing ... - xx (finger cymbals) 
-burning ... - xx (sticks) 

-praying ... - xx (shakers) 
-humming ... - xx ( sand blocks) 

This song can be sung using simple hand signs or by 
adding rhythm instruments which would be played as 

 
A Christmas Celebration - tune: Bingo 

by Devora Miller 
Gentle Mary laid her child lowly in a manger. 

-  
-sh  
-  

Jesus, go to sleep. 
 
The cows and chicks they bowed their heads to Baby 
Jesus. 

-  
-  
-  

We love you, Baby Jesus. 



 

 

 
The stars shone their perfect light upon Baby Jesus. 
Blink-blink, shining bright ... (flash fingers) 
For Baby Jesus. 
 
The angels sang hosanna to Baby Jesus. 

-ho-  
They sang to Baby Jesus. 
 
The shepherds left their flocks at night to find Baby 
Jesus. 

-  
 

 
The wise men came from far away to see Baby Jesus. 
(Stamp -  

 
 
At Christmastime we celebrate the birth of Baby Jesus. 

 
We sing for Baby Jesus. 
 
Jesus Is My Best Friend 
My best friend, Jesus is my best friend. 
Jesus is my best friend. 
   (cross RL index fingers 2 times)  
And I am not alone.  (criss-cross hands in front) 
No, I am not alone. 
 
My rock, Jesus is my rock.  
Jesus is my rock. 
   (pound fists together) 
And I am not alone. (criss cross hands in front) 
No, I am not alone. 
 
My nightlight, Jesus is my nightlight... 
   (flash fingers by opening and closing hands) 
My sunshine, Jesus is my sunshine ... 
   (R index finger draws a circle overhead) 
My rainbow, Jesus is my rainbow ... 
   (draw a rainbow with open hands) 
My Savior, Jesus is my Savior ... 
   ( 
My best friend, Jesus is my best friend ... 
The Creation Song - tune: Frere Jacque 
God created, God created 
Night and day, night and day. 
That was on the first day.   
That was on the first day. 
It was good!  It was good! 
 
God created, God created 
Sky and clouds, sky and clouds. 
That was on the second day, 
That was on the second day., 
It was good!  It was good! 
 
... Land and plants, land and plants. 
That was on the third day ... 
 
... The sun, the moon, the stars, 
The sun, the moon, the stars. 

That was on the fourth day ... 
 
... Birds and fish, birds and fish. 
That was on the fifth day ... 
 
... Creatures on the land, creatures on the land. 
That was on the sixth day ... 
 
Then God rested, then God rested 
From his work, from his work. 
That was on the seventh day. 
That was on the seventh day. 
All was good!  All was good! 
 
In addition to reinforcing the Creation story, this song is 
nice to use to reinforce numbers or ordinals.  A number 
and/or corresponding ordinal could be displayed as the 
song is sung.  Simple movements can be added to 
each verse. 
 
Who Can Make a Flower? 
Oh, who can make a flower? 

 
Oh, who can make a flower? 

 
 
Oh, who can make a raindrop? ... 
Oh, who can make the sun shine? ... 
Oh, who can make a rainbow? ... 
Oh, who can make a butterfly? ... 
 
Encourage students to suggest additional verses of 
things that God created.  This song can continue as 
long as it holds interest for your class.  This song 
makes a beautiful class book with each child illustrating 
their suggested verse. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


