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Engaging Community, Improving Lives:
Living Waters for the World and Solar Under the Sun

 At the July 18 presbytery 
meeting, two guests will preach and 
speak about the worldwide need for 
clean water. TE Wil Howie, founder 
and former director of Living Waters 
for the World, will deliver the sermon 
during morning worship, and RE 
Chris McRae, Executive Director 
of Solar Under the Sun, will be the 
keynote speaker. 
 Imagine living in a place 
where you could not get a glass of 
clean water to drink, or to cook 
with, or to wash your clothes. Wil 

Howie saw people suffering in those 
circumstances and decided to do 
something about it. Serving as a pastor 
in the Synod of 
Living Waters (AL, 
KY, MS, TN), Wil 
believed that they 
could live out their 
name by providing 
“living” water to 
people throughout 
the world whose 
water sources were contaminated. 
And thus, Living Water for the World 

(LWW) was born.
 Since its inception, LWW 
has partnered with mission teams to 
empower local community leaders 
to install and operate more than 
500 clean-water systems in major 
developing areas of the world. Living 
Waters for the World and its partners 
are sharing the water of life and 
sowing God’s word to those who 
thirst.
 Developing strong 
partnerships between trained mission 
teams and community leaders to 
install and operate clean water systems 
and working via those partnerships 
to lead health, hygiene and spiritual 
education are the key reasons this 
mission has succeeded. Partners 
commit to a minimum of three years 
of engagement with their operating 
partners, and complete four trips to 
the water system site during that time.
 Solar Under the Sun (SUTS) 
was birthed in partnership with 
Living Waters for the World in 
2009. The Synod of the Sun (our 
synod) recognized the need for a new 
ministry of solar power systems to 
pair with the water treatment systems, 
since almost two billion people on 
this earth have no grid power and 
probably never will. It costs more to 
deliver electric power than it does 
to build the power generating plant. 
Most of these people could not afford 

to tap into this grid system even if 
it were available. The sun’s delivery 
system is free!
 SUTS solar power systems 
are designed to be small, usually one 
to six photovoltaic panels. This size is 
manageable for a congregational team 
and is small enough to be maintained 
and sustained into the future by the 
in-country partner. The systems are 
custom designed to power electrical 
needs of the community—water 
pumps and treatment systems, cell 
phone recharging stations, or other 
urgent power needs.
 Chris McRae, keynote speaker 
at the July Presbytery Meeting, is 
Executive Director of Solar Under 
the Sun. He has been an instructor 
in the volunteer training program of 
Living Waters for the World’s Clean 
Water U.  Since May 2010, more than 
163 people have graduated from Solar 
School, learning to install the solar 
powered systems. 
People in Haiti and 
Kenya now have 
clean water and 
electricity through 
the outreach of 
these ministries 
working together. 
Future plans 
include installations in Honduras, 
Uganda, the Ukraine, and more.
 We look forward to hearing 
the messages of these two individuals 
who are helping to bring the gift of 
clean water to the world.

RE Chris McRae

TE Wil Howie

Solar Under the Sun power plant
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From the Cole Mine
Rev. Mike Cole, General Presbyter
Presbytery of New Covenant

“Flooded with Care”
 Who would’ve thought 
that the way we would end several 
years of drought in Texas would be 
with the other extreme - flooding?  
Texas weather is nothing if it’s not 
unpredictable. I’ve learned not to 
complain too much about the weather 
because my complaints often come 
back to haunt me (maybe we shouldn’t 
have complained so much about the 
drought?)  
 I was out of town during the 
worst of the flooding and while some 
might envy not having to deal with 
it directly, let me affirm that dealing 
with a crisis at a distance is no easier 
than dealing with it up close and 
personal. It’s difficult both ways. We 
relied on neighbors and our son to tell 
us how our neighborhood was doing 
and fortunately we didn’t have any 
water in our house. But it was torture 
to watch fellow Texans grieving over 
the loss of loved ones, homes, and 
possessions. I even experienced an 
odd sense of guilt that my family and 
home were okay. Those whose lives 
have been devastated and disrupted 
are on my mind and in my prayers a 
lot these days.
 One of the very first calls I 
got asking for information on the 

floods and how to help came from 
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance. PDA 
monitors weather-related disasters 
and is always one of the first to call 
to check on how things are. I so 
appreciate that the PCUSA offers 
such care and concern (supported, 
by the way, 
through 
the One 
Great Hour 
of Sharing 
Offering) 
through 
PDA and 
am grateful for their interest and 
support. Within days, of the floods 
in our area, PDA had two teams 
in Houston meeting with pastors, 
disaster coordinators, and community 
leaders to assess the damages and offer 
assistance. Iglesia Latina, one of our 
churches affected by water in their 
fellowship hall, has already received a 
$5,000 grant to help with the expenses 
of restoration. 
 Say what you might about 
dysfunction in the upper levels of 
our denomination, the PCUSA has 
an exemplary way of helping in time 
of disaster that I wouldn’t trade for 
any other denomination. The next 

time you give to One Great Hour 
of Sharing, give generously. If your 
congregation doesn’t receive the 
OGHS, encourage your session 
to start. Our congregations have 
benefitted directly from the OGHS 
and even if they hadn’t, many other 
congregations have felt the care and 
love of Christ through this special 
offering.
 The PDA teams surveyed the 
damages to our churches, contacted 
pastors, met with the leaders of the 
Jewish community, collaborated 
with Interfaith Ministries of Greater 
Houston, and left behind a network 
of care and concern that promises to 
support us in the long term recovery 
from these floods. I can tell you, it 
never felt so good to be a Presbyterian 
as when team members shared hugs, 
smiles, and assurances of support 
for all in need. Once again, we find 
ourselves the recipients of a flood, but 
this time it is a flood of love and care.

 In Christ,

Get to know our presbytery’s mission partners!
 The Outreach Committee 
of the presbytery will present a 
Mission Fair at the July presbytery 
meeting on Saturday, July 18, at the 
Woodlands Community PC. The 
committee works with the following 
organizations:
	 •	 CEDEPCA	–	the	Central
  American Evangelical Center
  for Pastoral Studies - 
	 •	 CUPS	–	Communidades
	 	 Unidas	Para	Salud	–	
  Communities United for
	 	 Health	–	working	along	the
  Texas-Mexico border
	 •	 Hope	International	Fellowship
	 	 of	Houston	–	reaching	people

  from the Middle East who live
  in Houston
	 •	 Houston	Jewish/Presbyterian
	 	 Dialogue	–	conversing	for
  eleven years, with opportunities
  for group travel
	 •	 International	Seafarers	Ministry
	 	 –	welcoming	seafarers	from
  around the world to Houston
	 •	 Peru	Mission	Challenge	–
  congregations working together
  to improve living conditions in 
  Peru
	 •	 Pinemont	Apartments	–	a
  community for low income
  seniors in near Northwest
  Houston

	 •	 Prayers	of	the	People	–	offering
  lay chaplains to patients in the
  Medical Center and beyond
	 •	 Presbyterian	Service	Center	–	a
  community for low income
  seniors in Southeast Houston
	 •	 United	Campus	Ministries
	 	 –	working	with	college	students
  in greater Houston and in
  Aggieland (Bryan/College
  Station)  
 In addition to learning about 
Living Waters for the World and 
Solar Under the Sun at the presbytery 
meeting, add to that knowledge 
information about Heifer International 
and “Undies for Everyone” !
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Clerk’s Corner
Rev. Lynn Hargrove, Stated Clerk

Presbytery of New Covenant

  Our presbytery newsletter is called “Connections,” and I have been 
pondering what really connects us. I was grateful to hear recently of a large 
church in the presbytery offering to help a smaller church that had sustained 
some damage to their building. It was unexpected, and it made me ponder about 
how we are connected.
 As members of the PC(USA), we are connected through geography. Our 
presbytery serves southeast Texas, from as far north as Nacogdoches, as far east 
as Vidor, as far west as Eagle Lake, and as far south as Bay City. We encompass 
Angelina, Austin, Brazoria, Brazos, Burleson, Chambers, Colorado, Fort Bend, 
Galveston, Grimes, Hardin, Harris, Houston, Jasper, Jefferson, Leon, Liberty, 
Madison, Matagorda, Montgomery, Nacogdoches, Newton, Orange, Polk, 
Robertson, Sabine, San Augustine, San Jacinto, Shelby, Trinity, Tyler, Walker, 
Waller, Washington, and Wharton counties. Across this area our local news 
comes from many places, including Waco and Austin! And while this sounds like 
a lot geographically, we are the smallest presbytery in area in Texas.
 We are connected through our polity. Our Book of Confessions and Book 
of Order provide us with a framework of sorts, yet we “do church” in different 
ways. Being part of the PC(USA) offers us resources such as educated and 
trained pastors to fill our pulpits, curriculum materials to teach our children (and 
adults), folks that will show up when there is a community catastrophe such as 
when Presbyterian Disaster Assistance came here after the recent flooding, and so 
much more.
 We are connected through various networks such as pastor colleague 
groups, groups that study together, those that work with our youth, those 
that teach our children. We are connected though mission trips and learning 
opportunities. And dare I say “committee work”?
 Underlying all of this connection is the need for relationships. I am 
reminded of the old folk song, “No man is an island. No man stands alone. Each 
man’s joy brings joy to me. Each man’s grief is my own. We need one another, so 
I shall defend each man as my brother, each man as my friend.” (Please don’t be 
offended by the lack of inclusive language, but that is how it was written.) We 
could look at this as congregations rather than individuals. We need each other! 
How do we build relationships when we are so spread out?  How do we get to 
know each other on a deeper level?  I have many “friends” on Facebook, and I 
wonder how many I really know well. In a time of distrust and anxiety, how do 
we open ourselves up to others?
 I hear this deep need for relationships and connections from many 
people. It is a longing for something more. And I also hear a fear of putting one’s 
self out there because it can hurt. So often, we crawl back into that which is 
familiar and comfortable.
 I hope that as we move into the future in this time of uncertainty, we can 
pledge one to another to create a safe place of trust and care in order to nurture 
our relationships with each other and with our Creator; that we can pledge 
one to another that we will work together in ministry and mission; that we can 
pledge one to another that we can agree to disagree but it won’t tear us apart. 
Because together, we are the Presbytery of New Covenant.

What Connects Us?

Next Presbytery Meeting
The next Stated Presbytery Meeting will be Saturday, July 18, at 

Woodlands Community  PC, The Woodlands.

Transforming an Impossibility

 The congregation of Oaks 
Presbyterian Church is experiencing 
an impossibility becoming a 
possibility. Responding to a request 
from Session to set goals, I proposed 
that goal-setting be done in a different 
way. I had just finished reading Joan 
Gray’s Sailboat Church and wanted 
Oaks to learn what it meant to sail 
with God. “If a church is to sail, there 
must be a critical mass of people 
who are willing to become sailors,” 
says Joan. “Only God can make the 
changes in our life that will turn those 
of us who are by nature rowers into 
sailors. However, sailing begins with 
praying.” Each session member agreed 
to pray for forty days.
 It was during these forty days 
that we received a letter from the 
presbytery telling us about a program 
called New Beginnings. Because we 
had been in prayer, our hearts were 
open to something new. The Session 
said “yes” to New Beginnings, and 
Oaks began the house meeting 
process in March 2015.
 This was also the season of 
Lent, and since God had answered 
our prayers for our first 40 days of 
prayer resulting in New Beginnings, it 
was time to spend another 40 days in 
prayer based on Mark Batterson’s two 
books, The Circle Maker and Draw the 
Circle. Part of his inspiration for these 
books is Joshua and the Israelites 
circling the wall of Jericho and how 
God gave God’s people the victory.
 I challenged members to meet 
at 7:14 each morning to walk around 
our church and pray. Why 7:14? “If 
my people who are called by my name 
humble themselves, pray, seek my 
face, and turn from their wicked ways, 
then I will hear from heaven, and will 
forgive their sin and heal their land. 
Now my eyes will be open and my ears 
attentive to the prayer that is made 
in this place.” 2 Chronicles 7:14-
15. Several members met the daily 
challenge to walk and pray. Lent came 

and went, and then began 50 days of 
prayer for Eastertide. 
 On the April day of the 
church’s annual garage sale, a very 
large oak tree fell into our prayer 
garden missing the sanctuary 
roof by less than two feet. While 
talking about the tree with TE 
Jim Gill at the annual clergy 
retreat, he said, “You ought to have 
someone make something out of 
the tree.” Why hadn’t I thought 
of that? An internet search led me 
to woodcarver, James Phillips of 
Inshore Sculpture, the artist who 
carved the first pieces of public 
sculpture at Galveston City Hall 
after Hurricane Ike’s storm surge 
killed many of Galveston’s trees.
  Before the work on the tree 
began, I had an “aha moment.” Our 
fallen tree was our wall tumbling 
down. We at Oaks have been 
separated from our community by 
an invisible wall that we had put up. 
The wall had come down when we 
were conducting a community event 
–	the	garage	sale!
 In place of the fallen tree is 
an anchor cross based on Hebrews 
6:19a: “We have 
this hope, a sure 
and steadfast 
anchor of the 
soul.”  The 
anchor of a ship 
is its source 
of security 
and stability. 
Blustery winds, 
choppy waves, 
strong currents 
–	they	will	
have no effect. The ship cannot be 
pulled off course. Hope stabilizes 
our emotions, The Lord is our hope, 
and hope is our anchor. No matter 
how difficult circumstances may get, 
we can trust God, knowing that our 
hope is secure. Our hope is based on 
a God who defeated death itself.
 So, where is Oaks with New 
Beginnings? The process is now 
complete. The house leaders and I 
met in early June to discuss the next 
steps. Please keep Oaks PC in your 
prayers as we are now engaged in 
spiritual transformation. External 
changes require internal changes as 
well.

By TE Noelie Day, Oaks PC, Houston
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Mary’s Musings
Mary Marcotte, Associate General Presbyter
Presbytery of New Covenant

 Earlier this year, our General Council sponsored a summit conversation 
to which all who serve on Presbytery of New Covenant committees were invited. 
After beginning with a powerful time of worship, the group’s attention focused 
on	questions	related	to	our	presbytery	–	its	present	and	its	future,	its	capacity	to	
dream and to dare. Folks talked in images and words about what is our heartbeat 
and lifeblood. Committees gathered around tables to capture a few of the 
dreams	on	pieces	of	cloud	shaped	paper.	These	dreams	were	invoked	–	or	perhaps	
provoked	–	by	the	question:	What would we do if we were not afraid?
 There are many real and valid concerns generated each day about our 
capacity to thrive in ministry and mission. And perhaps because there are so 
many questions of institutional survival that challenge us, we actively avoid 
taking on those matters that might offend or divide us. Additionally, the climate 
of our society increasingly sorts us into smaller and smaller circles of agreement 
and likeness. We watch news tailored to our liking and consume books tailored 
to feed our bias. Riots and conflicts are widespread and the space between 
disagreement and full out warfare seems to escalate in a nanosecond. And let me 
be clear that warfare can take the form of biting words, corrosive rumor, costly 
litigation, and dismissive arrogance every bit as much as armed conflict.
 Can’t we just talk? Talk with instead of at each other? Talk honestly 
and listen deeply to our sisters and brothers in Christ? Talk (and listen) with 
the expectation that these are Christ honoring friends who are seeking to be 
faithful? Talk and listen as carefully for our agreements as for our differences? 
Ask questions for clarity of understanding rather than as an opportunity to score 
points?
 Among the action commitments of General Council was the desire “to 
tackle tough issues.” How can they model this and encourage our congregations 
to do likewise? How do we speak of issues like immigration and human 
trafficking, mental health and addiction, race relations and violence, interfaith 
dialog and terrorism? How does our faith shape the ways in which we respond? 
What are words of faith and hope we can speak into a broken and sin-sick world? 
 More than a dozen years ago I worked with a pastor who was fond of 
reminding our congregation that Jesus came to comfort the afflicted and to afflict 
the comfortable. Those words ring with increasing clarity for me when I think 
about the call to balance the word of hope with the word of prophetic challenge. 
I	have	to	recognize	that	I	am	privileged	to	live	–	usually	–	in	the	comfort	zone.	
I ask myself how Jesus continues to call on me to be changed and to be a change 
agent.
 How are you taking on tough issues? How are you seeking to bridge the 
deep chasms of positions on these issues in your own congregation? How might 
you bear testimony to your community that embodies the Beloved Community 
and points to the One who calls us into relations of love and grace and healing 
and mercy?
 We are gathering resources to help you with your own “Just 
Conversations.” Our hope is to provide a curated listing of some of the best 
resources to help people talk of difficult issues. We can do this best if we hear 
from you. What best practices might you share? What resources have been 
helpful? Are there speakers who have helped you engage these topics from a 
faithful prospective? Are there prayer practices you have used that have helped 
build bridges rather than walls in your beloved community?
 Tell me your stories. Send me your suggestions. Take on tough 
conversations with love. Join me for lunch and conversation, coffee and 
consultation, e-chats and prayer. Please, let’s talk about what really matters.

Just Listening

Applications for PYCC due July 1
 The link to the Application 
Packet  for the Presbyterian Youth 
Connections Council may be found 
on the homepage of the presbytery 
website in the What’s Happening box. 
Each church may send four youth and 
three adults to serve on PYCC for the 
2015-16 year. Please see criteria listed 
in packet. Home churches receive 
applications and then select, endorse, 
and submit their candidates. There is a 
$100 deposit due for each candidate.
 Paperwork needed:
Youth - application, medical consent, 
parent consent and photo release, 
covenant agreement. 
Adult - application, proof of 

background check, adult disclosure 
form, covenant agreement.
 Contact Caressa Murray
with questions,
cmurray@pbyofnewcovenant.org
281-798-5993.

How could things have been prevented?
 When the Ebola outbreak 
spread across West Africa, it quickly 
became apparent that health care 
infrastructure in the infected 
countries was woefully inadequate 
to respond to the disease. Hospitals 
and clinics were understaffed, 
undertrained, and lacked essential 
equipment. Under these realities, the 
disease spread to thousands before 
the international community could 
even start to react to the epidemic. It 
has taken the coordinated efforts of 
dozens of governments, many billions 
of dollars, and tens of thousands of 
international workers to compensate 
for a lack of basic local capacity. 
 In every underdeveloped 
country in Africa, the staffs of 
hospitals and clinics need better 
medical and management training. 
Pharmaceutical supplies and 
medical equipment need to be more 
available and better distributed. 
Regions need coordinated health 
care networks to respond to regional 
health issues. Building local capacity 
is about creating sustainable quality 
medical care that is owned and 
operated by the local community. 
Medical Benevolence Foundation 
thinks that the local church is the key 

partner to making this happen. 
 MBF’s partnership with the 
Presbyterian Church in Kinshasa is 
building local capacity. The challenge 
is that it will take many years to build. 
It requires increasing training and 
improving capabilities even as our 
partners handle hundreds of patients 
on a daily basis. The centers must find 
ways to keep and attract new patients 
that can pay in order to offset the 
costs of ministering to patients with 
no ability to pay even the smallest 
amount... a bit like building the plane 
even as it is rolling down the runway. 
 You can help create local 
capacity by helping to meet the most 
urgent and immediate needs.
 For more information visit 
http://mbfoundation.org/building-
local-capacity-in-dr-congo/.

Lab tech running tests for malaria
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Making History Today
Rev. Dr. James S. Currie, Executive Secretary

Presbyterian Historical Society of the Southwest&
“I Don’t Take No Stock
in Dead People”
 One of America’s greatest writers grew up in a Presbyterian church. He 
didn’t stick with the church for very long, but, for good or ill, his first exposure 
to Christianity began in the Presbyterian Church. While he was born in Florida, 
Missouri, Mark Twain was raised in Hannibal where he and his family attended 
First Presbyterian Church.
 In what some consider to be “the great American novel” The Adventures 
of Huckleberry Finn early on Huck says, “After supper she [the widow Douglas] 
got out her book and learned me about Moses and the Bulrushers, and I was in a 
sweat to find out all about him; but by and by she let it out that Moses had been 
dead a considerable long time; so then I didn’t care no more about him, because 
I don’t take no stock in dead people.”
 In one sense Ol’ Huck is right. We have to live our own lives right now, 
facing the challenges that today brings. But in another sense, by not taking stock 
in dead people Huck misses out on the rich treasures from the past that dead 
people have to offer us. Furthermore, those dead people, like Moses, come alive 
and talk to us as we make our way 3,500 years later. Poor ol’ Huck.
 Twain had a keen eye for human nature and was willing to point out the 
hypocrisy of human beings in humorous and pointed ways. He had the uncanny 
ability to insert a knife leaving his reader or listener fully unaware of how he or 
she had been assaulted. For example, in his essay “The Lowest Animal” in Letters 
from the Earth he writes: “Man is a Religious Animal… He is the only animal 
that loves his neighbor as himself and cuts his throat if his theology isn’t straight. 
He has made a graveyard of the globe in trying his honest best to smooth is 
brother’s path to happiness and heaven…”
 In March 1866 Twain wrote a piece called “The New Wildcat Religion” 
in which he recalls the rather staid tradition of Presbyterianism:
 “I do not take any credit to my better-balanced head because I never 
went crazy on Presbyterianism. We go too slow for that. You never see us ranting 
and shouting and tearing up the ground. You never heard of a Presbyterian going 
crazy on religion. Notice us, and you will see how we do. We get up of a Sunday 
morning and put on the best harness we have got and trip cheerfully down town; 
we subside into solemnity and enter the church; we stand up and duck our heads 
and bear down on a hymn book propped on the pew in front when the minister 
prays; we stand up again while our hired choir are singing, and look in the hymn 
book and check off the verses to see that they don’t shirk any of the stanzas; 
we sit silent and grave while the minister is preaching, and count the waterfalls 
and bonnets furtively, and catch flies; we grab our hats and bonnets when the 
benediction	is	begun;	when	it	is	finished,	we	shove,	so	to	speak.	No	frenzy	–	no	
fanaticism - no skirmishing; everything perfectly serene. You never see any of 
us Presbyterians getting in a sweat about religion and trying to massacre the 
neighbors. Let us all be content with the tried and safe old regular religions, and 
take no chances on wildcat.”
 Maybe we can all poke fun at ourselves a little more.

The next Connections copy deadline is Wednesday, August 12,
for the September/October 2015 issue. Please send articles and 

photos to Helen Wolf at hwolf pbyofnewcovenant.org.

Next Connections deadline

Congratulations, Bruce!
 TE Bruce Williams, HR, has 
been named to the Alumni Board 
of the University of the Ozarks, a 
PC(USA) affiliated university in 
Clarksville, AR, founded in 1834. 
Bruce was a member of the class of 
1943.  He is one of seven who were 
elected to the Board in April.
 Bruce, who attended 
Princeton Seminary and was ordained 
in 1949, is a retired Navy Chaplain 

and a retired prison chaplain with the 
Texas Department of Corrections. In 
addition to his time in World War II, 
Bruce served in both the Korean and 
Vietnam wars. He retired from the 
Navy as a commander in 1975. 
 Bruce and his wife, TE Tracy, 
live in West Columbia, TX. Bruce has 
two daughters and a granddaughter 
from his previous marriage to his late 
wife Virginia.

Save the Date!
 On Thursday, September 
24, presbytery’s Congregational 
Resourcing Team will offer a free, day-
long workshop for 
pastors, educators, 
ruling elders, and 
volunteers who 
are passionate 
about the ministry 
of Christian 
Education and Faith 
Formation. Make 
plans now to attend “Engaging and 
Forming Disciples in a New Day” 
9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. at Community of 
the Servant Savior PC, Houston.
 There will be four sessions 
with morning and afternoon breaks 
and lunch: 

	 •	 Things	Really	Are	Different:
  Postmodern Considerations,
	 •	 Christian	Identity	Formation:
  The Central Role of the
  Community of Faith,
	 •	 Theological	Reflections	and
  the Study of Scripture: Dynamic
  Conversation,
	 •	 Practices	of	Faith:	Lived
  Discipleship.
 Leader for the workshop, 
Rev. Dr. Michael Waschevski, is a 
respected workshop leader across 
the denomination and serves as 
adjunct faculty at Austin Theological 
Seminary. Questions? Contact 
Mary Marcotte, mmarcotte@
pbyofnewcovenant.org.

Michael Waschevski

Making a difference!
 Texas Parks and Wildlife 
has given special recognition to 
First Presbyterian, Wharton, for 
its beautiful wildflower/pollinator 
habitat! Such an area is extremely 
important to pollinators which 
have seen declines in their numbers 
globally over the past decade. It is 
community members like those at 
First Wharton who are making a 
difference and at the same adding 
a bit of beauty to what could just 
be an empty field. Thanks to First 
Presbyterian, Wharton, for being such 
a great example!
 A special recognition to Bill 
Stransky who harvested and planted 

all the seeds for the project. Some are 
now referring to it as “God’s Little 
Texas garden!” Thanks, Wharton!
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2015 - 2016 Horizons Bible Study

 Water plays a central role 
in the stories of scripture, from the 
chaotic waters of creation to the River 
of Life in Revelation. Sometimes 
there is too much water (think Noah); 
sometimes there is too little water 
(think drought in the desert). This 
study explores some of the Bible’s 
more than 800 references to water, 
including the delivery of God’s people 
through the parting of the Red Sea 
and the crossing of the Jordan River, 
the judgment of a people weak in faith 
and the adoption of the people of God 
through baptism. The rich imagery of 
water throughout the Bible helps us 
understand and articulate our faith. 
Just as water nourishes our bodies, so 
the scriptures on water nourish our 
souls. 
 To place your order for 
PW materials, call the Presbyterian 
Distribution Service (PDS), 800-524-
2612 or order on  line at www.pcusa.
org/store.

Saturday, August 8
First PC, Livingston
910 North Washington, Livingston 
11:30 a.m.
Registration; noon -1 p.m:
Lunch (no charge);1-3 p.m.
Overview:Register with Sue Hyde
at 936-967-2531 or 
suehyde617@msn.com 

Tuesday, August 11
St. Stephen PC, Houston 
2217 Theta Street, Houston
9:30 a.m.-12:00 noon:
Register with Candy in church office 
at 713-946-4006
or officesspc@gmail.com

Friday, August 14
St. Andrew’s PC, Beaumont
1350 N. 23rd St., Beaumont
9:30 a.m.-12:00 noon:
Register with Belinda in church office 
at 409-892-8611
or  belinda@saintandy.org 

Saturday, August 15
Brenham PC, Brenham
1005 Green St., Brenham
10:00 a.m. Registration, followed 
by overview and lunch (no charge); 
Register with Janice Bradshaw at 
979-777-5475 or janicebradshaw@
suddenlink.net                

Saturday, August 29
Spring Branch PC, Houston
1215 Campbell Rd, Houston
9:30 a.m.-12:00 noon
Register with Margaret Rouse in 
church office at 713-464-7659 or 
secretary@springbranchpres.org

All overviews are free! Pre-register one 
week prior to the event.

Overviews presented by Mary Marcotte

Resources you can use –
available at your fingertips
through your computer, tablet,
or smartphone

 Church Educators on Facebook - Do you have a general CE 
question? Are you looking for a name for a midweek group, wondering 
about kick-off celebrations, want an honest evaluation for a resource you are 
considering using?  These are the types of questions that pop up every day 
on the Church Educators page on Facebook. Once accepted by the group, 
simply post your question into the cloud of digital witnesses that are a part 
of the group. In minutes the answers start coming in. If you are just looking 
for the growing list of updates, but have nothing to personally contribute 
comment just that and you should get new notifications when others post. 
This is crowdsourcing at its best. This is not a denomination specific page.
 
Increasingly blogs link to Facebook and you can choose your platform. The 
following resources have two entry portals… Pick the format that works for 
you. (Some of this stuff will show up on Pinterest, too!)
 Hope4CE	–	either	follow	the	blog	or	‘like’	on	Facebook	–	Launched	
by APCE Educator of the Year and Columbia Theological Seminary 
Professor Dr. Kathy Dawson, this is her gift to those of us passionate about 
Christian formation. Articles appear (mostly daily), written by a number of 
wise and thoughtful practitioners and frequently provide links to helpful 
forms, book lists and planning tools
 FlameCreativeKids on Facebook or flamecreativekids.blogspot.com 
is a UK site full of wonderful ideas for crafts, storytelling and prayer practices 
with preschool and young children in mind. There are some great pdfs for 
play dough mats linked to bible stories and coloring pages that you can save 
to your computer and then print, interactive prayer practices and more
 TechToolsforCE	–	need	resourcing	for	the	apps	and	tools	offered	by	
digital media that can make your paid or volunteer leadership in church more 
productive?  Check out postings here at this Facebook page curated by Von 
Clemans, Associate Pastor for Adult Formation at Myers Park Presbyterian in 
Charlotte North Carolina
 Building Faith on Facebook and buildfaith.org to subscribe to the 
blog	–	Thoughtful	pieces	about	faith	forming	activities.	While	a	recent	
post on sacramental education for a child with special needs reveals some 
theological difference (the author was Roman Catholic) the sensitivity to 
learning needs could be readily adapted to our Presbyterian and Reformed 
table theology. This is a project of Virginia Theological Seminary’s Center for 
Teaching. VTS is an Episcopal seminary
 Vibrant Faith on Facebook and VibrantFaith.org to subscribe to 
newsletter—Find helpful articles about faith forming practices for families 
and digital platforms for training and equipping volunteers.

Presbyterian Women of New Covenant Presbytery
invite you to an overview of

‘Come to the Waters’
By Judy Record Fletcher
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Calling all Youth Workers, Adult 
Volunteers, and Parents!
 Join in a day of workshops and worship that will educate, equip, 
and empower you to minister and care for young people. That day is 
Saturday, August 8, 8:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. at Memorial Drive PC, Houston. 
Bring your youth ministry team of volunteers for training that will prepare 
them for the new school year! Invite parents of teens to come and learn 
more about social media and discover ways they can build a faith in their 
teens that sticks!  
 This is a free event open to everyone. Lunch tickets may be 
purchased at the door.
Here’s a sneak peak of some of the workshops being offered:
	 •	 Social	Media:	Uses,	Dangers	&	Monitoring
	 •	 Getting	Dad’s	Engaged	in	their	Kids’	Spiritual	Lives
	 •	 The	Latest	&	Best:	Curriculum	&	Resources
	 •	 Calendar	Craze:	the	Rhythm	&	Balance
	 •	 How	to	Facilitate	Small	Group	Discussion
	 •	 How	to	Keep	Youth	Safe
	 •	 Sticky	Faith:	Building	a	Faith	that	Sticks
	 •	 Helping	Teenagers	in	Crisis
 Registration details coming soon on the Presbytery’s website!

Update from United Campus Ministry 
Aggieland

 The Holy Spirit has been 
working through Presbyterian 
students	at	Texas	A&M	and	Blinn	
College in amazing ways! Here is but 
a brief sketch of what these Aggie 
disciples have been up to this year.
 At Aggie Supper, our weekly 
gatherings for dinner, worship, 
and faith formation, students have 
grown in community together and 
discussed a wide variety of biblical and 
spiritual topics, from “Christianity 
and the Civil Rights Movement” 
to “The Meaning of the Cross and 
Atonement,” from “Christianity and 
Superheroes” to “Dealing with Grief 
and Death”—and so much more! 
 Through a Vision Initiatives 
Grant from the Presbytery, we revived 
a beloved Aggie UCM tradition: 
Peanut Butter Fellowship or “PBF.” 
Every Wednesday in Academic Plaza, 
students gather by Sul Ross’ famous 
statue	to	enjoy	free	PB&J	sandwiches	
and share a devotion together on the 
weekly lectionary scriptures. More 
than fifty students participate each 
week in Peanut Butter Fellowship. 
UCM Aggieland has become more 
widely recognized as a vibrant 
ministry campus-wide. Thank you, 
Presbytery of New Covenant!
 This past fall, UCM students 
went on a retreat to Slumber Falls 
Camp (UCC) in New Braunfels to 
reflect on the theme of Vocation and 
Call. In October we hosted our first 
Aggie Tailgate. Mark your calendars 
for this year’s UCM Tailgate on 
Saturday, October 3, the Mississippi 
State Game—all Presbyterian Aggies 
welcome! 
 This spring, UCM used funds 
from New Covenant Presbytery’s 
Lynn Johnson Social Justice Grant 
to bring speaker and author Justin 

Lee, founder of the Gay Christian 
Network (GCN), to discuss how 
the church can “Rescue the Gospel 
from the Gay vs. Christian Debate,” 
engaging students in dialogue across 
diverse beliefs and theological 
opinions. The event reached more 
than one hundred students, and 
was a tremendous success! Once 
again… thank you, Presbytery of New 
Covenant!
 Our greatest achievement 
over the last year has been the 
establishment of a Student Leadership 
Team, comprised of two co-presidents 
and five officers, who will lead 
UCM into the next academic year. 
Our new leaders were blessed and 
commissioned to service at our first 
annual Spring Banquet, held this April 
at Covenant Presbyterian Church, 
College Station. 
 For more pictures and 
detailed information about this past 
semester, check out our Spring/
Summer 2015 Online Newsletter: 
http://eepurl.com/bpe1N5.
 We invite you to support 
UCM Aggieland! Did you know 
that the majority of funding for our 
UCM and other campus ministries 
comes from the support of local 
congregations and the gifts of 
individuals! Over the last year, we 
have increased pastoral staffing from 
15 hours/week to 25 hours/week, and 
our goal is to reach 30 hours/week in 
2016! UCM is sustained by gifts from 
congregations, our mission partners 
and individuals. Visit our website 
to learn more. www.aggieucm.org/
donate.
 We can’t wait to see your 
students this fall in Aggieland! Gig 
‘Em	&	God	Bless!
 I may be contacted by email, 
revkatherine@aggieucm.org or phone. 
910-520-5224.

By TE Katherine Doehring, Campus 
Pastor/Director, United Campus Ministry 
in Aggieland

Calling all College 
Freshmen!
 UCM Aggieland needs 
your help welcoming new Aggie 
disciples to campus this fall!! If 
you know a student who will be 
entering	or	attending	Texas	A&M	
or Blinn College-Bryan in fall 
2015, please email me (Katherine 

Doehring) directly, or with the 
students’ permission, enter their 
contact information into the TX 
and AR Campus Ministry Student 
Information Database: https://docs.
google.com/spreadsheets/d/1mNk
D9713clXTZX7af6X1Ez5yWuGT
fM7TxRwGwxOgTs/edit?usp=shar
ingX1Ez5yWuGTfM7TxRwGwxO
gTs/edit?usp=sharing.

Celebrating the conclusion of another amazing year in Aggieland!
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new dvd and book resources
in the resource center

Singing the Unsung DVD
with nine 30-minute video segments
  This is a resource designed especially for music 
leaders, worship design teams, and pastors seeking the 
revitalization of worship for the 21st century. World-
renowned musician and theologian John Bell guides the 
participants’ reflection on the theology of the Church’s 
song and offers practical techniques on how we can 
sing and pray together with integrity. Topics include 
Why We Sing, What We Sing, and Why We Worship. 
Drawn from footage shot in workshops and worship 
in both the U.S. and in Scotland, the two DVD discs 
include and introduce 30 songs from around the globe 
for congregational or choral use. Use the downloadable 
discussion guide for use with individual segments or 
multi-day to multi-week workshops or classes.

Being Reformed: Great Prayer of 
Thanksgiving 
 This new six-week study in the Being Reformed 
series helps learners plumb the meanings and 
possibilities of the Great Prayer of Thanksgiving that is 
part of our communion liturgy. Topics include Setting 
the Table, Giving Thanks to God, Remembering Jesus 
Christ, Praying for the Holy Spirit, Do This, and 
Extending the Feast. Participant’s guide includes short 
essays to read in preparation for class. Leader’s Guide 
suggests excellent teaching strategies. Resource Center 
copies are for reference only.

A Guide to Biblical Sites in Greece
and Turkey  
By Clyde Fant and Mitchell Reddish 
 This could be a helpful volume for those 
planning trips to travel in Paul’s footsteps or to those 
trying to make descriptions of biblical sites come alive 
in their preaching and teaching. Includes great walking 
maps of major sites and the latest in Biblical research 
linked with recent archeological findings in clear, non-
technical language.

Slow Church: Cultivating Community 
in the Patient Way of Jesus 
By Christopher Smith and John Pattison 
 All too often we embrace a culture of speed 
efficiency	and	business	in	our	churches	–	and	wind	up	
take the worst of lessons from secular life.  This book 
invites us out of what the authors refer to as “franchise 
faith” and back into mirroring the kingdom of God 
where people know each other well, love one another as 
Christ loves the church. It is a provocative call to savor 
the blessings of God in community. Taking an approach 
that is theologically articulated and grounded, the 
authors then explore what it means to practice slow 
church with practices rooted in authenticity, gratitude, 
hospitality, and compassion. This is not about offering a 
program of glitz and attraction. Instead it offers a vision 
of how church communities can nurture one another 
and their communities into honest relationships that 
are life changing.

Walking in Wonder: Resilience in 
Ministry 
By George Sinclair 
 This thoughtful book would make a terrific 
read for all who have ever flirted with the notion of 
ministry burnout. The author identifies the need to 
continually reground ourselves in our awe and wonder 
of God as a source of ongoing strength and renewal. 
Each chapter includes short, very real challenges faced 
by pastors in a variety of settings, and then asks the 
question: What should they do? Chapters explore 
awe, pride, loss of a capacity to care, hope and failure, 
leading, following and a Christ-centered resilience. 
Excellent reflection questions. Read this one alone, or 
better yet, with a colleague group. Its lessons can speak 
clearly to those just starting ministry, those approaching 
retirement, and anyone in between.

Come to the Waters
9-session Bible study created for 
Presbyterian Women 
 Water plays a central role in the stories of 
scripture, from the chaotic waters of creation to the 
River of Life in Revelation. Sometimes there is too 
much water (think Noah); sometimes there is too little 
water (think drought in the desert). This study explores 
some of the Bible’s more than 800 references to water, 
including the delivery of God’s people through the 
parting of the Red Sea and the crossing of the Jordan 
River, the judgment of a people weak in faith, and 
the adoption of the people of God through baptism. 
The rich imagery of water throughout the Bible helps 
us understand and articulate our faith. Just as water 
nourishes our bodies, so the scriptures on water nourish 
our souls. While the study was written for women’s 
groups, it could certainly be used by Sunday School 
classes or midweek studies. Interest would not be 
limited to women.
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What should a Child Protection Policy (CPP) include?
are you prepared?

Amendment 14 C to our Book of Order, amending section G-3.0106, which 
would add the requirement that all councils shall adopt a child protection policy, 
has passed and will go into effect later this summer. It requires each congregation 
to have a Child Protection Policy in addition to the separate Sexual Misconduct 
Policy already mandated.

What should be included in a child protection policy? Who should be 
involved in writing your policy? What follows are some questions your writing 
team should answer and include in your policy. This this is NOT a fill in the 
blank template. Experience would seem to 
suggest that congregations have a greater sense 
of buy-in to and compliance with policies that 
are the work of a team and not simply the work 
of a staff member. Individual insurance carriers 
may have differing recommendations relating 
to screening. Be sure to check with your 
provider.
 Public school teachers, parents of children involved in organized sports, 
or adults involved in scouting programs will bring a wealth of insight to your 
writing team. It is a good idea to at least have an attorney review the work. 
Encourage representatives of your building or property committee to be part of 
the conversation as well. Consistently ask yourselves:  what will this look like in 
our congregation?  
 If your policy is more than five years old, review it! What is working, what is 
not? The listing of topics below does not include implications for social media 
policies that it would be wise to consider as well.
Preamble:	A	statement	of	purpose	–	since	it	is	a	church,	some	theological	
language would be nice! This is your elevator speech to explain to folks why it’s 
important that we do this.
Standard of Conduct

•	 Briefly stated guidelines for appropriate interaction with children and 
youth

•	 Minimum age of volunteers
•	 Rule of 2
•	 Require volunteer application on file
•	 Guidelines for transportation provided for special outings
•	 Minimum adult to child ratios
•	 Determine (in consultation with your insurance carrier) which 

volunteers will be asked for criminal background checks. (Note:  
This refers to level of contact with children and youth, not specific 
individuals. ALL staff and anyone who will be making overnight trips 
should be screened.

•	 Security and safety review of church building and equipment (You 
may wish to address this item in a separate document. Is church 
compliant with ADA standards? Are cribs and toys compliant with 
current standards for child safety? Is church playground compliant with 
community safety guidelines?)

How the policy will be implemented
•	 Who needs to complete an application?
•	 Waiting period (six-month rule)
•	 Waiver guidelines
•	 Who is responsible for gathering applications?
•	 Who will review applications?

How the policy is to be administered
•	 Plan should include proviso for security of information as well as 

oversight group.

•	 Length of time files will be maintained
•	 Plan for review of applications
•	 Plan for notification of applicant if there is a perceived problem

How members will be made aware of the policy
•	 Initial implementation of plan should include wide level of 

dissemination.
•	 Policy should be included in new member packets, church website, and 

other areas of information entry points (near church nursery, welcome 
tables, etc.).

•	 Plan should be made for an annual reminder of the policy’s existence to 
the larger congregation.

•	 Review of the intentions of the policy should be included in annual 
teacher and youth advisor training sessions. Specialized training should 
also occur in relation to mission trips and VBS or day camp.

•	 Volunteers should annually review their applications.
Procedures for handling misconduct allegations should be made clear

•	 Include phone number to report allegations to proper civil authorities. 
(This is the law!)

•	 Identify who will guarantee that a report is made.
•	 Who will serve on a separate investigation committee within the church?
•	 Who is responsible for notifying the Presbytery’s stated clerk and the 

insurance carrier?
•	 Who maintains contact with the police and the alleged victim’s family?
•	 Who takes the lead in guiding Session through discussions of further 

actions?
Include the date of adoption by the session.

Suggested ways to keep your Child Protection 
Policy from gathering dust in a drawer
1. Have a theology of child protection. 
 If your policy is more about understanding God’s call to protect the
 least of these and less about satisfying an insurer’s requirement for
 risk management or a denominational mandate, you will be more likely
 committed as a congregation to its enforcement.
2. Be sure that your policy is visible.
	 •	 Copies	are	available	at	your	welcome	center,	etc.
	 •	 Include	your	CPP	on	your	website.
	 •	 Make	covering	it	a	part	of	your	New	Member/Inquirer	class	
  conversations.
	 •	 Mention	it	in	the	context	of	corporate	worship	at	least	annually.	Tie
  this date to something specific, such as commissioning teachers or
  better yet, Children’s Sabbath (3rd Sunday of October.
3. Keep training fresh.
	 •	 Renew	training	for	volunteers	annually.
	 •	 Incorporate	specific	scenarios	in	the	training	so	that	participants	will
  think of application and implications.
	 •	 Talk	about	the	reasoning	behind	the	guidelines.
	 •	 Offer	special	purpose	trainings	prior	to	VBS,	Mission	trips	and
  conferences.
	 •	 Include	middle	school	and	high	school	youth	in	your	conversations.
	 •	 Find	age	appropriate	ways	to	talk	with	children	about	safe	touch.
4. Review the policy annually.
	 •	 Are	you	fully	compliant?
	 •	 Are	you	doing	enough?
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upcoming events and gatheringscalendar
what’s happening …2015

June 14-20
Presbytery Youth Mission Trip
Project Homecoming
New Orleans, LA

June 18-21
PW Churchwide Gathering
Minneapolis, MN

July 3
Presbytery Center will be closed

July 18
Presbytery Meeting
Woodlands Community PC
The Woodlands, TX

July 18-25
CEDEPCA/Presbytery Trip
Guatemala

July 21-16
Synod Youth Workshop
University of Tulsa
Oklahoma

July 30-August 1
Big Tent
Knoxville
TN

August 3-5
Weekday Ministries Conference
Marriott Houston Westchase Hotel
Houston, TX

August 8
Equip for Youth Workers, Adult 
Volunteers and Parents
Memorial Drive PC
Houston, TX

August 17-18
Financial Well-Being Conference
Montreat Conference Center
NC

September 3
Fresh Elastic for Stretch-Out Educators
Presbytery Center
Houston, TX

September 17-October 22
Powerful Tools for Pastors
Interface Samaritan Counseling Center
Houston, TX

September 24
Engaging and Forming Disciples
in a New Day
Community of the Servant Savior PC
Houston, TX

September 25-27
Hispanic Women’s Conference
Mo Ranch
Hunt, TX

November 21
Presbytery Meeting
St. John’s PC
Houston, TX

August 17-18 August 3-4

July 13-19

The
Compassion
Experience

 Step into the daily life of a child growing up 
in poverty in the Compassion Experience which will 
be at Memorial Drive PC, Houston, Monday-Friday, 
July 13-19, 1:00 p.m.-6:40 p.m. You’ll journey to the 
developing world at Compassion’s new interactive 
exhibit—without getting on a plane. This event is free 
and appropriate for all ages. Compassion International 
is the world’s largest Christian child development 

organization, tackling global poverty by serving more 
than 1.3 million children in 26 of the world’s poorest 
countries. Plan to be at the exhibit for at least one hour, 
or longer if you’d like to experience all of the available 
stories. 
 Space is limited! Reserve your spot now at 
cts.compassion.com/Events.php (Look for MDPC 
information on the left by scrolling down)

Financial
Well-Being

Retreat

 This summer the Board of Pensions will host its first-ever 
Financial Well-Being Retreat August 17-18 at Montreat Conference 
Center in North Carolina. This event is designed to help active plan 
members or the covered partner of one to learn personal, financial, and 
leadership skills to improve their lives and sustain their service to the 
church. 
 In addition to remarks by keynote speaker the Reverend Frank 
Clark Spencer, President of the Board of Pensions, the retreat will 
feature eleven financial workshops. 
 Register for the retreat (online only) with the Board of Pensions. 
A confirmation will be sent to you that will link you to Montreat’s 
reservation site for meals and lodging. Registration is open through 
Friday, July 17.  
 For more information and to register, visit 
http://www.cvent.com/events/financial-well-being-retreat/event-
summary-3fa5271784b54629aa6ec3f912eee352.aspx

The Presbytery of New Covenant presents

 The 2015 Weekday 
Ministries Conference will be 
held Monday, August 3, through 
Wednesday, August 5, at the 
Marriott Houston Westchase, 
2900 Briarpark, Houston. 
This year’s keynoter speakers 
will be Dr. Jean Feldman on 
Monday, Ellen Booth Church 
on Tuesday and Gigi Schweikert 
on Wednesday. The cost is $70 
per day/per person. Registration 
information is on line at the 
presbytery website, www.
pbyofnewcovenant.org.
 The purpose of this 
conference is to provide 
continuing education for 
teachers, caregivers and directors 
in church-related weekday early 
childhood programs.
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upcoming events and gatherings
what’s happening …

September 3 September 25-27

September 17 - October 22

January 22, 2016 SAVE THE DATE

 The next meeting of Fresh Elastic for Stretched Out Educators 
will	be	Thursday,	September	3,	11:30	a.m.	–1:30	p.m.	at	the	Presbytery	
Center, 1110 Lovett Blvd. If you are a volunteer, paid staff person, 
teaching elder or just curious, you are invited!
 Jesus loves me,
 This I know,
 For the Bible tells me so!
 The Bible is the single most important 
faith tool in our lives. In today’s world, it 
seems like choices for “just the right Bible” are 
endless. How do we choose for our programs, 
for our pews, for all different ages and stages?  
Does your church have a way of preparing 
children as they receive their Bibles from the congregation? What advice 
do we give to those who ask us for recommendations for their personal 
Bible purchases? Is it okay to read the Bible on your phone or iPad in a 
worship service? Let’s come together and explore these questions. Please 
bring your favorite Bibles, Bible storybooks, and ideas to share.
 Lunch will be served, complete with a beverage and dessert! This 
session will be facilitated by folks with a seasoned heart for education. 
Please feel free to contact any one of them if you have questions.
Jo Ann Currie (jscurrie51@yahoo.com)
Connie Nyquist  (lnyquist@sbcglobal.net)
Kim Shrull (kshrull@earthlink.net)
Anne Wilson (anne.aiko.wilson@gmail.com )
 Your RSVP will assist our planning. Please send replies to
anne.aiko.wilson@gmail.com by Monday morning, August 31.

 Now is the time to send in your registration form to attend the 
2015 PW Hispanic Women’s Conference! This year the conference is being 
held September 25-27 at Mo Ranch, Hunt, TX. Registration is $150 if 
made by Friday, August 21. Send registration form and check to Mo Ranch, 
Registration Conference Center, 2229 FM 1340, Hunt, TX 78024
 Send Talent Show and Craft Sales forms to Estela Sifuentes, c/o 
Beacon Hill Presbyterian Church, 1101 W. Woodlawn, San Antonio, TX   
78201.
 The three forms may be found on the presbytery website,
www.pbyofnewcovenant.org. On the homepage, click on Congregations at 
the top of the page, and then click on Latino Connections.

 The first ever class of “Powerful Tools for Pastor Caregivers,” 
endorsed by the Professional Life Committee, was completed in February 
with a class of ten pastors. The next class is scheduled for Thursdays, 
September 17-October 22, 9:30-11:00 a.m. at Interface Samaritan 
Counseling Center. 
 The class covers the following topics: effective self-care tools, tools 
for taking care of you and yours, tools for dealing with stress, tools for 
effective communication, tools for communicating in difficult situations, 
tools for dealing with emotions, tools for mastering tough decisions.
 People who participated in the first class have made such 
comments: “I never thought of myself as a caregiver;” “It has been an 
eye opener for me;” “One of the few programs that focuses on taking 
care of the caregiver/pastor;” These are good tools that are easy to use;” 
“Communication skills are really helpful;” “The tools are very relatable to 
the pastor-congregation context;” “A must for pastors!”
 To register, call Martha Doolittle at Interface Samaritan Counseling 
Center, 713-626-7990, ext. 102

Powerful Tools for 
Pastoral Caregivers
a Huge Success

 The Houston area will celebrate the Week of Prayer
for Christian Unity in an Ecumenical Concert of Praise and Prayer
Friday, January 22, 2016, 7:00 p.m. at Pleasant Hill Baptist Church,
1510 Pannell St., Houston.  A combined choir will gather January 12
and 19 at 7:00 p.m.

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity
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In Our Thoughts and Prayers
The many in our presbytery of all ages who are participating in mission trips this 

summer.

Family and friends of the Rev. M. Dean Woodruff – Dean died April 1, 2015. He 
served in New Covenant for many years as pastor at Webster PC. He is survived 
by his wife, Floy Kate Woodruff.

Family and friends of RE Edwin Battise, Indian PC, Livingston – Edwin died 
April 14, 2015. He was Chairman of the Tribal Elders and served the church as 
a deacon, elder, and clerk of session.

RE Jo Mullendore, St. Andrew’s PC, Houston – Jo’s husband Bill died                 
April 16, 2015.

REs David and Jennifer Salyer, First PC, Galveston – David parents, Jim and 
Dee Salyer, died April 18, 2015. They were early members and elders at                
First Presbyterian, LaMarque.

RE Marty Moore, St. Luke’s PC, Houston – Marty’s father, Glea Lloyd, died    
April 17, 2015.

RE Reagan Brown, St. Andrew’s PC, Houston – Reagan’s mother, Mary Alice Ball 
Brown Moore, died May 3, 2015.

RE Jay Bole, ChristChurch, Bellaire – Jay’s mother died May 14, 2015.

TE Charlie and Michael Hornes, Woodlands Community PC, The Woodlands, - 
Charles Cooper Hornes was born May 15, 2015

Jessie and Brian Keuhner, Webster PC – Lauren Ann Kuehner was born             
May 18, 2015.

The congregation of Pinecrest Presbyterian, Houston – the church celebrated its 90th  
Anniversary in April. http://www.pinecrestpresbychurch.org/ 

The many people and congregations who are dealing with the devastation caused by 
the recent flooding.

The personnel of Presbyterian Disaster Assistance who responded immediately to 
those who are in need help after the recent flooding in Houston and other parts 
of Texas.

Ellie Cole, Clear Lake PC, Houston – Ellie recently had an ablation procedure 
which burned off a tumor on her kidney. She was able to go home the following 
day. Ellie is the wife of General Presbyter Mike Cole.

HR = Honorably Retired  |  TE = Teaching Elder (Rev.)  |  RE = Ruling Elder  |  NWC = New Worshiping Community


