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FOCUS 2012
Carol Howard Merritt, keynotes

By Rev. Caressa Murray, Coordinator 
for youth Ministry

 What would you do with 
6,000 lbs. of rice, 3,000 lbs. of 
soy flour, 360 lbs. of dehydrated 
vegetables, 250 lbs. of vitamin 
sachets, 750 lbs. of equipment, and 
over 500 youth and adult volunteers? 
Have a food fight? nO! Have a 
packaging party, and that’s exactly 
what happened at this year’s youth 
Conclaves!
 During our Presbytery’s 
youth Conclaves weekends, February 
24-26 and March 2-4, youth and 
adults from 30 churches in our 
presbytery packaged over 60,000 
meals that will be shipped to 
Zambia to feed school-age children. 
We worked with an international 
organization called Stop Hunger 

now, whose purpose and mission 
is to have a world without hunger 
by packaging low-cost meals and 
distributing them globally. The 
dining hall at Camp Cho-yeh was 
transformed into a massive assembly 
line where organized chaos produced 
mounds of meals! “I was blown away 
by what we did in a short amount 
of time. What a difference this will 
make!” said one youth participant. 
One adult sponsor described it this 
way, “It’s simply amazing what can 
be done when we serve together. a 
perfect example of the body of Christ 
at work in the world!”  
 Our Presbytery’s youth 
Connection Council (PyCC) hosts 
two youth Conclaves weekends each 
spring at Camp Cho-yeh. These 
weekends enable youth groups to 
grow closer together, connect with 
other youth from our presbytery, 
engage in Bible Study and small 
groups, experience dynamic worship, 
and of course have fun playing games 
and making new friends.  each year 
during Conclaves, time is set aside 
for a mission project. In the past this 
has consisted of making cards for 
hurricane victims or collecting school 
supplies. never have we undertaken 
an endeavor like this one. The idea 
for Stop Hunger now came from 
youth from First Presbyterian, Bryan, 
who had done this project at their 
church. Through the passion and 

determination of these youth and our 
PyCC, and generous donations by 
churches of our presbytery, 360,000 
people will be fed!  
 PyCC greatly appreciates 
aLL of the support our Presbytery’s 
churches have shown through their 
monetary donations and prayers. your 
response has been overwhelming! 
We exceeded our fund-raising goal 

and now have 
seed money 
to hold future 
meal-packaging 
events!  PyCC 
would also like 
to thank our 

Youth package 60,000 meals and raise $20K

Youth package rice and flour at Cho-Yeh.

Youth package rice and flour at Cho-Yeh.

presbytery’s Outreach Committee for 
awarding them a Peacemaking Grant 
to facilitate this project. 
 Stop Hunger now is 
currently devising a plan to bring 
a distribution location to Texas. 
We hope more churches in our 
presbytery will have the opportunity 
to participate in this powerful 
ministry. To learn more about Stop 
Hunger now, visit http://www.
stophungernow.org. 
 May God continue to 
guide and bless us as we seek to 
provide faith-filled, transformative 
experiences for the young people of 
our presbytery!
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From the

COLE MINE
By TE Mike Cole, General Presbyter, Presbytery of New Covenant

While Mike is on sabbatical

Presbytery Peacemaking Grants
The Presbyterian Peacemaking 
Program has been around since early 
1980s. Funds for this program are 
collected as one of our denominations 
special offerings on World 
Communion Sunday. Part of the 
offering goes to our General assembly 
and part of it stays in our Presbytery. 
That is the source of the funds for 
the Peacemaking Grants that the 
Presbytery Outreach Committee 
has been granting to encourage 
congregations to imagine how 
they can be agents of peace in their 
communities. In the past three years 
we have awarded twenty grants. 

 Some of the grants were used to
 help congregations reach outside our
 borders. 
	 •	Three	of	our	Houston
  congregations (Clear Lake, 
  St. John’s, & ChristChurch)
  worked together to install clean
  water systems in Cuba through

  Living Waters for the World.
  now, a Presbyterian School in
  Cuba is the source of clean water
  in their community.
	 •	Clear	Lake	PC	used	a	grant
  to help them create a “micro
  finance fund” for the Santa anita
  Presbyterian Church in Lima.
  This fund is used to help
  members create small businesses.
 Some of the grants were used to
 help congregations in their own  
 communities:
	 •	Our	Arabic	Fellowship	used	a
  grant to begin a women’s refugee
  program. 
	 •	Covenant	PC	in	College	Station
  and First PC in alvin used
  grants to increase their
  involvement with Family Promise,
  a program that helps low-income 
  families to achieve independence.
  Through Family Promise
  churches transform their facilities
  into a homeless shelter for
  families for a week a few times a
  year. Church members cook
  for the families, eat with families,
  play with the kids, and provide
  encouragement to them.
	 •	 John	Knox	PC,	Houston,	has
  used funds to give seed money for
  their annual Bazaar. They
  invested the funds into promotion
  and community engagement.
  all funds from the Bazaar go to

  support four community
  ministries in their community.
	 	 John	Knox	was	able	to	return
  50% of the grant to be reinvested
  in other peacemaking efforts.
	 •	 St.	John’s	PC,	Houston,	used
  funds for a Mustard Seed
  Program. Ten members were
  given $100 to discover how it
  could be used to benefit  
  children. 
	 •	Heights	PC,	Houston,	used
  funds to support their local
  young Life Middle School club,
  Hylife, which meets on their
  campus.
 Some of the grants were used to 
 help individuals be peacemakers:
	 •	Rev.	Whitney	Wilkinson
  attended the 2011 World
  Council of Churches as delegate.
	 •	Rev.	Mike	Cole	attended	the
  Taiwan Presbyterian General
  assembly.
	 •	Rev.	Helen	DeLeon	attended
  CeDePCa’s 25 annual Pastor
  exchange.
 So often we ask: If we have 
the funds, wouldn’t it be great to 
do such and such. We have given 
congregations the opportunity 
to imagine how they could be 
peacemakers. Thanks to our 
congregations for their generosity in 
support of the Peacemaking Offering 
on World Communion Sunday!

 While Mike is on sabbatical 
March 1 – May 31, email and phone 
messages will be forwarded to other 
staff for response. If you have an 
immediate need for a response in 
one of the following areas contact:
Mary Marcotte
for Ministry matters
mmarcotte@pbyofnewcovenant.org 

Lynn Hargrove
for ecclesiastical matters
lhargrove@pbyofnewcovenant.org 

Sharon Darden
for Committee on Ministry and 
Committee on Preparation for 
Ministry
sdarden@pbyofnewcovenant.org

Janice Schessler
for Office related matters
jschessler@pbyofnewcovenant.org 
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By Rev. Lynn Hargrove, Stated Clerk, Presbytery of New Covenant

Clerk’s
Corner

 We are the presbytery - not just the folks who work at 1110 Lovett, 
but everyone who is a member of a PC(uSa) church in southeast Texas. So, as 
a member of the presbytery, what is your role in the larger church? are you part 
of a congregation that participates in the work of the presbytery by sending 
commissioners to the three presbytery meeting each year and by suggesting 
names of people to serve on presbytery committees? Does your congregation 
send the presbytery a financial gift that enables the presbytery to carry out its 
mission and vision?
 “Relational” is a term frequently used these days in Presbyterian circles. 
We as a presbytery are being “relational” when we comes together to get to 
know each other better because of our relationship with God through Jesus 
Christ. Having served for three years on the nominating Committee, I have 
come to realize that people who are known to others are more likely to be 
invited to participate. One of the ways you can be meet people in the presbytery 
is to attend presbytery functions such as presbytery meetings, FOCuS, Church 
Officer enrichment, Christmas Open House, etc. If you are not participating in 
some way, we can’t get to know you and what you care about.
 One of the factors that makes being relational difficult is the span 
of geography that we cover here in Southeast Texas. What we have seen is 
that the cluster concept can work. Recently there was an event in the Golden 
Triangle that featured worship, workshops, and a meal. It took about a half of 
a Saturday. Since the Golden Triangle area is about an hour and a half away 
from the Presbytery Center, the folks there have decided to be relational with 
one another. Congregations work together and pastors know one another. It is 
a wonderful model for those living in outlying congregations, and for some that 
are closer in.
 yes, it can be a pain to drive for a couple of hours to attend a day’s 
meeting. (I wonder if the 9:00 start time helps or hinders participation.) I often 
hear “the denomination has lost touch with the people in the pews.” If you don’t 
participate in the larger church, how can the denomination and the presbytery 
hear your voice? We vote on amendments at our presbytery meetings that 
come from the biennual meeting of the General assembly. If you aren’t there, 
we don’t know how you feel about it. Part of the responsibility is yours to 
participate in the process.
 I have said for a long time about our political elections that if you 
don’t vote, you don’t have the right to complain. It is the same principle for the 
presbytery. If you don’t participate, what are you complaining about? We are 
the presbytery. Don’t you want to be known as one who works to bring about 
change rather than one who sits on the sidelines and complains? an old adage 
says, “If you aren’t part of the solution, you are part of the problem.” Which are 
you?
 I, for one, am grateful to be part of the best presbytery in the country. 
I hope to see you soon at a presbytery function so that we can get to know 
one another. Our next meeting is on Saturday, June 9, at St. andrew’s PC in 
Houston, when we will welcome renowned Bible scholar Walter Brueggemann! 
I will be there… will you?

WE are the presbytery!

Carol Howard Merritt

FOCUS 2012 experiments with new 
format

 This year’s discipleship event, 
FOCuS, will be hosted by Pines 
PC, Houston, on Saturday, October 
6. There will be some elements that 
are familiar and some that have new 
formats. Inspired by ideas explored 
in Carol Howard Merritt’s award-
winning book Reframing Hope, the 
theme will be “Between Tradition and 
Innovation, HOPe RISeS.”
 as in past years, participants 
can expect an inspiring keynote 
address by Carol Howard Merritt 
and a morning filled with informative 
workshops. Lunch will provide 
food for the body and laughter 
and conversation for the spirit. 
The day will end with the gift of 
worship and communion with Carol 
Howard Merritt preaching. There 
will be an onsite bookstore that 
offers discounted copies of books 
recommended by our faculty as well 
as PC(uSa) curriculum resources. a 
Prayer Zone will be available for those 
who want to enter a quiet oasis for 
contemplative prayer and devotional 
reading.   
 now here is the new! Have 
you ever hungered to share ideas and 
questions with people who share 
the same questions but come with a 
variety of experiences and wisdom? 
In the afternoon, participants will 
be able to take part in their choice 
among a dozen hosted conversation 
groups where ideas can be gleaned 
and shared. Operating under the rules 
of  “open space,” whoever comes are 
the right people; whatever happens is 
the only thing that could have; when 
it’s over, it’s over. The process also 
affirms the law of two feet: If you are 
not learning from or contributing to 

the conversation you are in… move on 
to another conversation. unlike most 
meetings, it is rude to stay if you want 
to be somewhere else or you discover 
you are not interested.
 Beginning this summer, 
interested folks will be able to prime 
the pump on these conversations by 
way of postings on a special website 
linked to our presbytery and to the 
event. Further conversation will 
continue after the event ends as 
congregations share action steps, 
resources, and questions. Confirmed 
conversations include:
	 •	How	can	congregations	partner
  with schools to address bullying?
	 •	What	are	current	literature	and
  film resources that can be used to
  talk about faith and how can they
  be used? 
	 •	How	can	our	church	make	a
  difference in the fight against
  human trafficking in our area? 
	 •	How	can	the	church	compete
  for attention in the busy lives of
  teenagers?
What conversations would intrigue 
you? What specific areas do you 
believe the church needs to address in 
order to be effective both inside and 
beyond its walls? Topics are generated 
out of the passion and commitment 
of the host or convener. Suggestions 
for conversation group topics and 
conveners can be submitted to 
mmarcotte@pbyofnewcovenant.org. 
 Plan to attend this day which 
should help build up the leadership 
and ministry of your congregation. 
Full event brochures will be available 
early this summer, but save the date 
on your calendar today!



  

  

Community
News
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By Mary Marcotte, Associate General Presbyter,
Presbytery of New Covenant

 Sometimes book titles tell you a whole lot. Great titles capture 
your attention and invite you to pick them up. I heard about one a few 
months ago that has an interesting title and was recommended by a 
colleague in another part of the country whose judgment and wisdom I 
admire, so I ordered it – and have now actually read it. Paul nixon writes 
about six intentional choices that churches need to make to be healthy. 
They are pithy and practical, and I would suggest-right on target. 
 The title is I Refuse to Lead a Dying Church. It is an excellent 
exploration of church vitality. I’m writing about it here because lots of 
folks might only pick it up if they are in a small, struggling congregation. 
The truth of the matter is that this is not just informative to churches 
that are concerned about survival; this is a book that deals with making 
intentional choices not about survival but about thriving. I’d encourage 
you to read it and to pay attention to his message – even though I’m 
highlighting the bullet points of his argument right here in this column. 
(Bolded choices are his, comments following each are mine.)  
 Choose life over death. Sounds pretty obvious, doesn’t it? What 
are the signs of life and how can you nurture those hopeful signs? This 
can be a tough decision because the inertia of “what is” can be tyrannical. 
The maintenance of status quo, the preservation of what is broken can 
be monumentally time-consuming and energy draining. Our old friend, 
Stan Ott, used to talk about bless and add. We’ve all heard the maxim 
that the seven last words of the church are “We’ve never done it that way 
before.”
 Choose community over isolation. We are told in Genesis that 
God said it is not good for man to be alone. as Presbyterians we affirm 
the wisdom of discernment in groups. So why do so many of us try to 
go it alone? Whether it is pastors too busy to gather with colleagues for 
mutual prayers, study and support, or churches not connecting with their 
neighbors or members not connecting with the persons sitting beside 
them in the pew, we are all in need of authentic community. It’s what 
people in and outside the church hunger for.
 Choose fun over drudgery. early in my time on staff, I came 
across a factoid that there is statistical evidence that the health of a 
congregation relates directly to the amount of laughter present. at the 
same time my heart breaks for all the brokenness in the world, I remind 
myself that we are a good news people and ought to act like it. any high 
school student who has ever been on a mission trip can tell you that the 
hard work of construction under a glaring sun can be fun when you are 
in the company of others and you see the difference that your work is 
making in the lives of others.
 Choose bold over mild.	Know	who	you	are,	what	you	value,	and	
what you believe and claim it! Trying to be all things to all people rarely 
works. Honesty and clarity of vision energizes members and attracts 
newcomers. This is not about a single mandated form of theological 
purity; it is about being the particular community of faith that God is 
calling you to be, serving out of particular gifts in a particular place.
 Choose frontier over fortress. The concept is embedded in our 
presbytery vision:  engage your community to make disciples! Many 
churches have members with historical attachment to their congregations 

Mary’s
 Musings

and travel miles to attend. This level of committed attachment is a wonderful 
thing, but being a beacon of Christ’s light and hope to the community that 
surrounds the church today is important as well. How do we overcome fear 
of change and connect with the amazing opportunities that the Holy Spirit 
invites us into today?
 Choose now rather than later. There is an urgency to the work 
of faithful renewal. Our context is changing, but our God remains alive 
and faithful. How and where will we join the movement of the Spirit? It 
is possible to wait too long. While size is only one limited indicator of 
congregational vitality, congregations can reach a tipping point of numbers 
and energy that can be hard to overcome. 
 as you read nixon’s six choices, how would you rate your own 
congregation and its leadership? Where are your strengths? What one choice 
can you make in the coming months that will set your church free to thrive, 
bearing faithful witness to the amazing quality of new life that Jesus calls us 
into?

Copy of remarks now available
 Dr. Frances Taylor Gench has provided 
the presbytery a copy of the remarks she presented 
on the book of acts at the February presbytery 
meeting. anyone who would like to have a copy 
should contact Janice Schessler, jschessler@
pbyofnewcovenant.org or 713-526-2585, ext. 209.

Frances Taylor Gench

Walter Brueggemann comes to New 
Covenant in June!

 The keynote speaker for 
the June 9 presbytery meeting will 
be Walter Brueggemann, one of 
the world’s leading Old Testament 
scholars, prolific author, and beloved 
preacher. He is professor emeritus 
at Columbia Theological Seminary 
in Decatur, Georgia, and a minister 
of the united Church of Christ. an 
unequaled passion for his subject has 
resulted in the publication of nearly 

sixty books, hundreds of articles, and 
several commentaries on books of the 
Bible. He is also a contributor to a 
number of the Living the Questions 
DVD programs.
 Dr. Brueggemann has 
devoted his life to exploration of 
Old Testament theology, with an 
emphasis on the relationship between 
the Old Testament and the Christian 
canonical works, the origins and 
history of Christian doctrine, and 
the dynamics of Jewish-Christian 
interactions.

Note: Presbytery meetings are open 
to anyone who wishes to attend; you 
do not need to be an elected as a 
commissioner. Walter Brueggemann 
will not only give the keynote address 
at the presbytery meeting in June but 
will also preach during worship.

Walter Brueggemann



 at an antique store in southern Missouri last fall, I came across 
and purchased a book that was published in 1836. The title of this 
somewhat weathered little volume is The National Reader; A Selection 
of Exercises in Reading and Speaking Designed to Fill the Same Place in 
the Schools of the United States that is held in Those of Great Britain. The 
volume I have is the 28th edition. 
 according to the inscription in the front, this particular book 
belonged to Hiram French who purchased it in 1839. edited by 
John Pierpont, a poet, lawyer, and, eventually, a unitarian minister, 
this volume includes passages from Washington Irving (“The Little 
Man in Black”), Patrick Henry (“extract from a Speech on British 
aggressions”), Daniel Webster (“extract from an address on Bunker’s 
Hill”), and the Bible (“Punishment of a Liar” – the story of naaman, 
Elisha,	and	Gehazi	in	II	Kings	5).	
 There are also poetry selections such as Thomas Gray’s “elegy 
Written in a Country Church yard,” William Cullen Bryant’s “Song of 
the Stars,” William Russell’s “… that ye, through his poverty, might be 
rich,” and James Grahame’s “elijah Fed by Ravens.”  
 as I leafed through this treasury of texts used to teach young 
people to read, I was reminded of another such collection that served the 
same purpose and became widely-used in this country. William Holmes 
McGuffey was an ordained Presbyterian minister. While a professor at 
Miami university in Oxford, Ohio, McGuffey created and published 
The McGuffey Readers. The first and second readers came out in 1841. 
The sixth and final reader was published in 1885. 
 These “eclectic readers” drew from a variety of sources, including 
Shakespeare, addison, Irving, Longfellow, Dickens, and the Bible. 
In addition to literary selections, subject matter in these six volumes 
included history, biology, astronomy, zoology, table manners. 
 While moralistic in tone and a point-of-view of White, anglo-
Saxon, and Protestant, these readers nevertheless served a useful 
educational purpose. not only did students learn how to read, but they 
became familiar with classic literary selections. 
 McGuffey himself left Miami university in 1836 to become 
president of Cincinnati College and, in 1839, became president of Ohio 
university. In 1845 he moved to Charlottesville, Virginia, where he 
became professor of philosophy at the university of Virginia. He died in 
Charlottesville in May 1873 and is buried there. 
 Presbyterians have always emphasized the importance of 
education – not only for the clergy, but for everyone. William Holmes 
McGuffey was certainly a pioneer in that effort in this country. 
 as we make history today, may we also encourage young people 
to pursue an education that is broad, diverse, and grounded. One of 
God’s gifts to us is the mind, and surely God would want us to cultivate 
that gift to the best of our ability.

Making History
TODay

By Dr. James S. Currie, Executive Secretary
Presbyterian Historical Society of the Southwest

A Presbyterian Pioneer
in Education

&Highlights
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2012 Connections copy deadlines
Wed., June 6  ( July/aug issue)

Wed., Aug. 1  (Sept/Oct issue)
  Note earlier date for August
Wed., Oct. 10  (nov/Dec issue)

Wed. Dec. 5  ( Jan/Feb issue)

Please send articles and photos to Helen Wolf
at hwolf@pbyofnewcovenant.org.

First PC Alvin joins mission project to 
help homeless families
“Entertaining Angels” 
 First PC, alvin (host church) 
has brought Family Promise, a 
mission project for homeless families, 
to the alvin area. First PC will 
provide food and lodging for one week 
every twelve weeks to families already 
accepted into the mission program 
while the families continue their 
efforts in finding permanent housing 
and employment.
 The congregation will need 
at least 20 volunteers per day to help 
with meals, visiting with the families, 
reading to the young children and 
helping with homework, and giving 
assistance with personal needs.
 Once accepted into the 
program, the families start their day 
at the Day Center. The families go to 
work or school or may be at the Day 
Center applying for jobs or seeking 
assistance for housing. at the end 

of the 
day the 
families 
are 

taken to the alvin church for the 
evening meal, entertainment/
fellowship, and a safe place to rest. 
	 Rev.	Craig	S.	King,	pastor	
of the alvin church, challenged the 
churches within the alvin Ministerial 
alliance to engage with the program. 
The alliance responded with a check 

for $3,000 to help with start-up 
expenses, and the Family Promise 
program in Clear Lake contributed 
$4,000. Other churches in alvin have 
already shown great support for the 
program. 
   If you or your church would 
like to know more about Family 
Promise, contact the First PC, alvin, 
at 281-585-3406 or fpcalvin@
sbcglobal.net. Or if your church also 
participates in the Family Promise 
program, you might want to discuss 
your experiences with your brothers 
and sisters in alvin!

The goal of Family Mission is 
to help transition guests away 
from homelessness to permanent 
housing by providing a safe 
environment that includes shelter, 
meals, and hospitability to 
homeless families in the area.
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Mission & MinistryClassifieds

Job Opening: Director of Children and Family Ministries
 Grand Lakes PC, Katy, is seeking a director who will provide vision and 
leadership for the Children and Family Ministries program for children from 
infancy through the 5th grade in a safe, loving, and nurturing environment. The 
DCFM will build strong Christian relationships by effectively partnering with 
parents, pastors, staff, Children’s Ministry Committee and volunteers to ensure all 
programs are grounded in our Presbyterian beliefs, and align with the overall vision 
of the church. 
 A complete job description may be seen on the presbytery website, 
www.pbyofnewcovenant.org>Church Jobs (in Left Column)>Church Professionals

Job Opening: Organist
 First Presbyterian Church of Alvin seeks Organist/Pianist to provide 
worship music and choral accompaniment for a single weekly worship service. 
This is a part-time position with hourly wage dependent upon experience. For 
more information about the church, please visit www.fpcalvin.org. If interested in 
applying, send resume to personneldepartment@fpcalvin.org. The church is also 
seeking a part time Choir Director/Music Director. If interested in both positions, 
please indicate such on resume.

Job Opening: Choir Director/Music Director
 First Presbyterian in Alvin seeks Choir Director/Music Director in 
support of an adult choir and a single weekly worship service. This is a part-time 
position with hourly wage dependent upon experience. For more information 
about the church, please visit www.fpcalvin.org. If interested in applying, send 
resume to personneldepartment@fpcalvin.org. The church is also seeking a 
part-time Organist/Pianist. If interested in both positions, please indicate such on 
resume.

Position Opening: Worship Leader/Piano Player
 Peace PC, Pearland, seeks a pianio player (singing desired but not 
required) to help lead a traditional/blended service at 9:00 a.m. on Sundays. One 
additional practice (30-60 min.) per week Email resumes to office_manager@
peacepres.net. Call 713-436-5673 for more information.

Looking for vendors!
 John Knox PC, Houston, will hold its Arts & Crafts Bazaar in September 
with lots of fun, live music, and shopping for the whole family. At this time, the 
church is looking for vendors to participate in the bazaar. For more information, 
contact Sue Garwood, 713-462-1456.

“…The Lord bids each one of us in all life’s actions to look to his calling…It is enough if 
we know that the Lord’s calling is in everything the beginning and foundation of well-doing.”                                                                                         
 (Calvin. Institutes. 3.10.6) 

Remember…
Church jobs openings are listed at www.pbyofnewcovenant.org. Church 
Jobs>Pastors, Educators, Other Church Professionals, and Support Staff.

What are you doing during summer 
vacation?
 youth groups can volunteer 
this summer with Project 
Homecoming for a life-changing 
experience in new Orleans. From 
June 10 to July 27 youth groups can 
spend a week experiencing 
the vibrant culture and 
flavor of new Orleans 
while helping to rebuild 
the homes of low-income 
households affected by 
Hurricane	Katrina.	Groups	live,	
work, and worship together, creating 
lasting relationships throughout the 
community and with each other. 
  Created in 2007 out of 
the Presbytery of South Louisiana 

in partnership with Presbyterian 
Disaster assistance, Project 
Homecoming is a faith-based, non-
profit community development 
organization serving the new Orleans 
area.

More Information
http://projecthomecoming.net/
get-involved/summer-youth-mission-
program-2012/ 

Brochure 
http://projecthomecoming.
net/wordpress/wp-
content/uploads/2012/01/
youthMissionBrochure1-final.pdf

Mark your calendars for future 
Presbytery Meetings!
Saturday, June 9, 2012
St. andrew’s Presbyterian, Houston

Sunday, July 15, 2012 
Love Presbyterian (formerly United Korean), Jersey Village 
Post-G.a. meeting

Saturday, October 20, 2012
Webster Presbyterian, Webster
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Mission & Ministry Transitions
Two Inquirers moved to Candidacy
 With the recommendation from the Committee on Preparation for 
Ministry, Luke Gordon (Memorial Drive PC) and Amy Klinkovsky (First 
PC, Bryan) were enrolled as Candidates at the February presbytery meeting. 

The candidacy phase provides individuals a time for full 
preparation to serve the church as Teaching elders.

  Luke is serving as youth director at MDPC. He 
spoke at the presbytery meeting of the importance and 
prominence of the church throughout his life. His faith 
journey has been greatly impacted by church leaders 
with whom he interacted throughout the years. I came to 
understand, said Luke, that Christ’s love compels us to 
live, not for ourselves, but for Him who died for everyone.

  Amy explained to the assembly at the presbytery 
meeting that she has always known that Jesus was her Lord 
and Savior. “It was cool to be Christian when I grew up,” 
said amy. But she found that this is not true for the youth 
and young adults in Los angeles with whom she has been 
working. young people, she says, seem to fear articulating 
their faith. Her work in California seeks to help young 
people deal with the secular society in which they live 
today and impacted her decision to move to the status of 
Candidate.
 after answering the constitutional questions, Luke 
and amy were charged by Teaching elder Bob Murphy, Interim Pastor of 
First PC, Conroe. He urged them during this time of preparation to place 
priority on their devotional life, to be open to God’s spirit, and to keep 
serving others. “The minister you would become is the minister you are 
today,” said Bob.

Luke Gordon

Amy Klinkovsky

Daniel Intsiful

Jerry Hurst

Nurturing individuals personally 
and in community…
 The Rev. Dr. Coval MacDonald (HR) entered the Church 
Triumphant on March 26, 2012, at age 82. 
 Coval devoted his life and career to counseling, teaching, and 
preaching. He served as pastor in congregations in new york and Illinois. 
He mentored students while on the faculties of Princeton Seminary, Rice 
university (Religious Studies), and Hanover College in Indiana. Coval 
became a member of new Covenant in the early 80s, at which time he was 
serving on the counseling staff of Interface Ministries. Later he became a 
Pastoral Counselor at Sojourner Counseling Services. In recent years Coval 
was active in the Gulen community in Houston, serving as a member of the 
Board of Directors.
 Coval received degrees from Fuller Seminary, Harvard university, 
and the university of Chicago. His PhD in Religion and Personality was 
earned at the university of Chicago Divinity School, where he specialized in 
Pastoral Care and Counseling. 
  Coval is survived by his wife, ellen, who is a member of St. Philip 
PC, Houston, and daughter Lisa.

Well done, good and faithful servants!
The status of Honorably Retired was given to three Teaching Elders at the February 
2012 presbytery meeting.
 
Daniel Intsiful
 In 1978, the Presbytery of Liberia ordained Daniel 
Intsiful as an elder of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church 
which was affiliated with the Cumberland Presbyterian 
Church in the u.S. He worked as an engineer for eighteen 
years in the mining industry in Ghana and Liberia. 
 Daniel was commissioned as a Lay Pastor in 1985 and 
studied at Memphis Theological Seminary of the Cumberland 
Presbyterian Church, from which he received his MDiv and 
M.a.R. He served at a church during the 1990s that joined 
the PC(uSa). He has served in new Covenant at Pinecrest PC, Houston, since 
2004.
 Daniel will assume leadership of Christian Intervention Mission 
International, Inc., which has mission projects in Ghana and Liberia. 

Philip Chiang
 Philip Chiang was raised in Taiwan by Presbyterian parents and a 

grandfather who was a devout elder. He studied in Taiwan 
and received his MDiv from Tunghai university, Taichung, 
and Tainan Theological Seminary, Tainan City. after serving 
two years as a youth Minister, he traveled to Canada for 
study	and	received	a	STM	degree	in	Karl	Barth’s	systematic	
theology. Philip has served as a full-time minister for 33 
years - in Quebec, Montreal, new Brunswick, and Toronto, 
before coming to Houston in 2002 to serve at Grace Taiwan 
Presbyterian.

Gerald “Jerry” Hurst
 after Jerry’s graduation from college, he enlisted in the army OCS 
program and was commissioned as an Infantry Officer. It was 
during	his	time	in	South	Korea	that	he	received	his	call	to	
ministry, due in no small part to the PC(uSa) missionaries 
he met there. He enrolled at union Theological Seminary in 
Virginia and completed an in-sequence Doctor of Ministry 
degree. He accepted calls to arkansas and later to Jacksonville, 
FL, where he met his wife Pamela.
 Later he was called to new Covenant to serve as 
the first called pastor of a new Church Development, 
Southminster Presbyterian in Missouri City. Jerry has been 
active in serving on many committees of the presbytery. after twenty years 
at Southminster, Jerry took an interim position in Sacramento as associate 
general presbyter with the Sierra Mission Partnership (nevada Presbyter). 
Jerry returned to new Covenant to serve as Designated Pastor at Heritage 
Presbyterian, Houston. 
 Jerry has a son in Houston, a daughter and granddaughters in new 
Braunfels, and a son and grandson in Tallahassee, Florida.

Philip Chiang
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In the Resource Center

Awesome Adventures: God’s Amazing 
Kids
 This non-dated, thirteen-week curriculum is 
designed for a broadly graded children’s group and follows 
contemporary anna and Jake as they explore stories of 
amazing kids in the Old and new Testament. The lessons 
are kid-friendly, full of activities and include a reproducible 
take-home coloring comic of each Bible story. The resource 
is for reference use only in the Resource Center, but can 
be ordered through Congregational Ministries Publishing 
(CMP).

The Story of Ruby Bridges  
DVD, 90 minutes
 This made-for-television movie tells the real story 
of young Ruby Bridges, who as a six- year-old is chosen 
to integrate the new Orleans public school system and 
faces hostility and isolation growing out racism. Ruby is 
strengthened by family love and a strong religious faith. 
Her inspiring story was first brought to public attention by 
eminent psychologist Robert Cole. In one pivotal scene on 
the steps of the schoolhouse, Ruby’s actions are a perfect 
embodiment of  “pray for those who persecute you.”

Faith Questions
 The elective course series for older youth from 
Congregational Ministries Publishing (CMP). 

 CMP adds two new titles to the library of available 
4-6 week studies: Faith and Science and Sacraments. each 
study offers questions offered by real kids and responses 
with answers drawn from scripture and our confessional 
heritage. Includes meaningful learning activities as well 
as an option for a simplified “coffee house version” that 
focuses primarily on discussion. non-circulating resources 
in Resource Center; order copies for congregational use 
through CMP.

Surprised by Meaning: Science, Faith and 
How We Make Sense of Things
By Alister McGrath 
 We live in an age when the growth of the internet 
has made it easier than ever to gain access to information 
and accumulate knowledge. But information is not the same 
as meaning, nor is knowledge identical with wisdom. Many 
people feel engulfed by a tsunami of facts in which they 
can find no meaning. In thirteen short, accessible chapters 
McGrath, author of the bestselling The Dawkins Delusion, 
leads the reader through a nontechnical discussion of 
science and faith. How do we make sense of the world 
around us? are belief in science and the Christian faith 
compatible? Does the structure of the universe point 
toward the existence of God? This book could form the 
outline of a wonderful thirteen-week study.

The Jesus Creed for students
12-session DVD study for youth
 Described as being like a GPS for following Jesus, 
the study explores twelve topics related to loving God and 
loving others which includes such intriguing topics as the 
difference between being happy and being blessed, what it 
means to learn to be wise, and what it means to represent 
Jesus to others. Video components are seven to eight 
minutes long and leave plenty of time for discussion. Best 
used in conjunction with the book of the same title; could 
be used as a stand-alone resource.

We – The Epic Story
 Designed to support cross-generational learning, 
this kit contains almost everything needed for ten events 
that take participants through the Bible with experiential 
learning. Designed to be used with a shared meal and 
to end with worship, this would be a great stand-alone 
summer program. Or, it could be used at events throughout 
the program year. all table materials are camera-ready and 
just need to be photocopied. Developed by the good folks at 
Faith alive Resources.

Church and Politics
 The newest title in the Being Reformed: Faith 
Seeking Understanding series developed by Congregational 
Ministries Publishing (CMP).

 This six-week study written by David True helps 
us consider questions about the church and politics, 
particularly as we look at the Presbyterian and Reformed 
tradition in the u.S. Short essays are grounded in scripture 
and our confessional heritage, and the leader’s guide offers 
excellent teaching strategies which include questions for 
discussion and spiritual practices.

Change The World: Recovering the 
Message and Mission of Jesus
 A 4-week study for your leadership team 
 A 6-week  study for small groups

 These companion resources help groups to 
better understand mission as nOT the work of a single 
committee but as the whole congregation’s response to 
God’s love and Jesus’ call to serve the least, the lost, and 
the last. The resource for the four-week study for leaders 
helps clarify vision and could be used in a weekend retreat 
setting. The six-week small group study could be used in 
congregations to inspire members to embrace and to live 
out this new vision, grounding each session in a gospel 
story.

NEW Resources in the Resource Center



new Covenant Connections, May/June 2012  | 9 

In the Resource Center

Wee Children
at Church
 

 This kit is a permanent resource 
designed for use with children aged 18 
– 36 months. It comes in a see-through shoulder bag and contains a 
Guide for Caregivers and Teachers, a data CD which includes resource 
sheets that can easily be emailed to homes and printed and distributed 
to parents, 52 story cards which include a picture and a story adapted 
from the Bible in age-appropriate ways, and activity enrichment cards 
that are cross referenced to the story. The Guide provides helpful basic 
information on child development, room set up, sample forms, and 
safety information, as well as a thematic index of all story cards and 
an index of enrichment activities. Review the reference copy in the 
Resource Center, but call to order your congregational copy for $49.95 
through PDS at 800-524-2612. Item 690000.

 The Resource Center also has reference copies of Wee Believe 
Resources for Preschoolers aged 3-5; We Believe: 
younger elementary, Older elementary and Broadly 
Graded; Faithfully asking Questions for youth; and 
The Present Word for adults.

The Business of the Church: the 
Uncomfortable Truth that Faithful 
Ministry Requires Effective Management
By John Wimberly, Jr.  

 Pastors are called to be not only leaders with vision 
but also managers of congregational systems, says John 
Wimberly in The Business of the Church. Drawing on his 
thirty-six years in ordained ministry, Wimberly weaves the 
realities of congregational dynamics and faith-centered 
purpose together with practical, proven approaches to 
business management. a student and friend of Rabbi 
edwin Friedman, Wimberly builds on Friedman’s systems 
theory as he helps readers avoid common pitfalls and 
put into practice effective techniques of congregational 
management. The author’s conversational writing style and 
many real-life examples make a seemingly complicated, 
mysterious topic for some an engaging and easily applicable 
read.

The Story
 Designed to provide a church-wide overview 
of the story (narrative) of scripture, study guides for 
The Story link to a resource specific to each age group. 
using selections from the nIV translation arranged in 
chronological order, this is a great way to focus on the 
sweeping, overarching story of scripture. This Zondervan 
series was a featured offering on our denomination’s 
online bookstore, www.thethoughtfulchristian.com  

The Story: Getting to the Heart of God’s Story. 
31 sessions for adult study with DVD support and 
participant’s guide.

The Story: Finding Your Place in the Story of God. 31 
sessions for teen study with DVD support, reproducible 
teacher’s guide and student handout are embedded 
on DVD. Video component of the DVD features a 
fascinating process of the story being drawn as it is told.

The Story for Kids – Discover the Bible From 
Beginning to End – 31 sessions for older elementary 
students. Lesson plans, activity sheets, and parent sheets 
embedded on CD.

Interested in social witness policy?
 Reports and study guides are now available in the 
Resource Center on the following topics:
	 •	Gun	Violence,	Gospel	Values	
	 •	 Becoming	an	HIV	and	AIDS	Competent	Church
	 •	Neither	Poverty	Nor	Riches:	Compensation,
  equity and the unity of the Church
	 •	 Living	through	Economic	Crisis	
	 •	 Presbyterian	Hunger	Program	Bible	Study
all items can be purchased in hardcopy or can be 
downloaded free at www.pcusa.org. 

Planting Trees: A History of the 
Presbyterian Pan American School
By James S. Currie

 The Presbyterian Pan american School 
in	Kingsville,	TX,	is	a	wonderful	example	of	our	
denomination’s historical emphasis on changing lives 
through education of heart and mind. Originally 
imagined as a school for vocational training rooted in 
Christian education and nurture of Mexican boys living 
in	the	area	of	Kingsville,	TX,	the	school	was	founded	in	
1911. This book traces the evolution of the dream, as it 
began to include young women, build comfortable and 
effective classrooms and dormitories, and became an 
institution that prepares students for higher education. 
Today it has a truly international student body and 
continues in its bold commitment of service to God 
through service to others. This is a story of faith, vision, 
change, accountability, challenge, and commitment of an 
institution moving through its first 100 years with an 
unfailing sense of God’s call.

More NEW Resources…

CURRICULUM UPDATE



June 29 - JuLy 3

JuLy 30 - auGuST 2

May 5
Generosity Seminar
St. andrew’s PC
Beaumont

May 28
Presbytery Office closed
Memorial Day Holiday

June 4
Mike Cole returns!

June 9
Stated Meeting of the 
Presbytery

Session Records Review & 
Treasurer’s Workshop

St. andrew’s Presbyterian
Houston

June 16
Generosity Seminar
First PC
Bryan

June 30-July 7
220th General assembly
Pittsburgh, Pa

July 15
Post-Ga meeting and Session 
Records Review
Love PC (formerly United 
Korean)
Jersey Village (Houston)

July 31-August 2
Weekday Ministries 
Conference
MDPC
Houston

October 6
Focus 2012
Pines PC
Houston

October 20
Stated Meeting of the 
Presbytery

Session Records Review
Webster PC

October 26-28
Marriage encounter
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calendar upcoming events and gatherings

 Church Leadership Connection will host a Face-to-Face event at General assembly ( June 29-July 3) in 
Pittsburgh, Pa. This will be an opportunity to move beyond the written word of PIFs and CIFs to meet and talk 
directly with one another about the possibility of ministry together. It is an opportunity to connect with a number 
of folks in one place over a few days’ time. It is an opportunity to be open to the movement of the Holy Spirit 
leading you to places and people you may have never imagined.
 In order to register, you must have an active PIF or CIF in Church Leadership Connection. To get more 
information and to register for Face-to-Face, visit the CLC website, http://gamc.pcusa.org/ministries/clc

2012

2FaceFace

growth
Evangelism and
Church

C O N F E R E N C E

 The PCuSa’s evangelism and Church Growth conference (eCG) will be held July 30 – 
august 2 at the TradeWinds Island Resorts in St. Pete Beach FL. This is an umbrella conference that 
brings together outstanding speakers, workshops, and worship in five areas of growth:  new Church 
Development, evangelism, Transformation, youth Ministry, and Collegiate Ministry. 
 In addition to the opportunity to hear noted leaders and inspiring speakers like Mark yaconelli, 
Linnea nilsen Capshaw, Len Sweet and Jo Saxon - participants will have time to form relationships 
with other participants with similar interests and challenges. Both the timing of the conference and its 
beach-front setting make it ideal for family time as well. Rooms are large enough for families of four and 
include in-room refrigerators, microwave, and toaster for those who are trying to control food costs for 
those meals not included in registrations or for family guests. 
 The cost of the conference registration is $250, if received by May 1. Registration fee includes 
five meals. Please coordinate registration with the presbytery – there is a $200 registration rate if three or 
more people from same church or presbytery attend the same sub-conference. Synergy makes the impact 
stronger and the cost lower!
 Cost for a single room is $114 per night. For additional information, please contact 
Mary Marcotte at the Presbytery Center. More details, visit www.ecg2012.org. 



 JuLy 31 - auGuST 2
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May 5 anD June 16

more events and gatherings to enjoy!

Weekday
Ministries

a best-kept secret?

 each year around the first week of august, church-related 
preschool directors and teachers, nursery caregivers, and Sunday 
School teachers gather for three days of learning, inspiration, and 
fellowship at presbytery’s Weekday Ministry Conference, held at 
Memorial Drive PC, Houston. This year the conference will be 
held Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday, July 31-august 2. It is not 
unusual to have more than 900 in attendance!
 If you work in a church-related early children program 
(infant-toddler to preschool early childhood), you should sign up 
to attend this popular conference. each day there are well-known 
keynote speakers in the field of early childhood development and a 
wide variety of workshops that range from content areas to guidance 
issues to growth and development. Continuing education units are 
available. and great food and shopping, too!
 Registration for this year’s event begins in early May. 
Booklets with all the details will be available in mid-May. Watch the 
presbytery’s website, www.pbyofnewcovenant.org. Details will be 
posted when available.

Creating a Culture of Generosity
The Presbytery of New Covenant presents

 associate Presbyter Mary Marcotte and Ruling elder David eyre 
(Memorial Drive PC, Houston) will lead a seminar on “Creating a Culture 
of Generosity” for new Covenant congregations in the Beaumont and 
Bryan areas in May and June. 
 On Saturday, May 5, 8:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. the seminar will 
be offered at St. andrew’s PC in Beaumont. Mary and David will again 
present the seminar Saturday, June 16 at First PC, Bryan. 
 at this interactive seminar, you will learn how to move your church 
from a four-week stewardship campaign to a year-round, spiritually-
based culture of generosity. The circle of generosity will be explored and 
discussed within these key areas:
	 •	 Prospect	Identification
	 •	 Building	Relationships
	 •	 Sharing	the	Vision
	 •	Opportunities	for	Generosity
	 •	 Expressing	Appreciation
	 •	Celebrating	Generosity.	
 The seminar’s basic foundation is that generosity springs from the 
conviction that God owns everything and that we are temporary managers 
of His treasures. Small group breakouts will deal with topics such as how 
to bring your budget alive, how to celebrate generosity in worship, and how 
to strengthen members’ generosity relationships with God.
 you will walk away from this seminar with ideas on how to 
organize your generosity/stewardship leadership, how to communicate 
with the different generations that exist in your congregation, how to 
integrate all aspects of your church into the life of generosity, and how to 
scripturally teach the basics of generosity. Be prepared to be challenged 
by how things may have been done in the past, but walk away with a new 
excitement and energy about generosity for the future of your church. 
 Cost is $10 (breakfast and handouts). Bring your entire 
Stewardship Team and pastors! you may register now for the May seminar 
at http://generosityseminar.eventbrite.com/. Registrations for the Bryan 
seminar may be made after May 5.

In
Our 
Prayers

Rev. Larry Spencer (HR) and Lucille – their first grandchild, 
Noelle Spencer, was born February 20, 2012, in California.

Ruling Elder Francisco Garibay, Grace PC, Houston – son 
Andrew Benjamin Garibay was born February 21, 2012.

Associate General Presbyter Mary Marcotte and family 
– grandson Linus Alexander Wagman was born          
March 1, 2012, in Manchester, England.

Revs. Caressa and Jonathan Murray – daughter Madelyn Jayn 
Murray was born March 6, 2012. Caressa is presbytery’s 
Coordinator for Youth Ministry and Jonathan is pastor of 
Needville PC.

Elder Andrie Chen and his wife Julia (Formosan PC, Houston) 
– Julia is now cancer free! *HR = Honorably Retired

Rev. Bob Kwik (HR) and wife Jean – Jean is now cancer free!

Family and friends of Dorothy Jean Taylor, former clerk 
of session at Pioneer PC, Beaumont. Dorothy died      
March 2, 2012.

Family and friends of Rev. Coval MacDonald (HR) – Coval 
died March 26, 2012.

General Presbyter Mike Cole and family – Mike’s sister Pat 
Adcock died March 28, 2012.

General Presbyter Mike Cole and Ellie – Ellie’s mother, 
Aurora Mendoza Garcia, died April 13, 2012.
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